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TJ OTHING, my dear Amelius, is more worthy. 
of my attention; nothing more warmly recom». 

14 Y' mended, by ſcripture and'reafon, than to prove 
all things, and hold ſaſt that which is good H Never 
did a juncture more neceſſarily” require it, than this, f,. 
ſo much inconſtancy and diviſion. A candid inquiry inte” 
the government and diſcipline of the Chriſtian church, 
is therefore, the preſent, the ſerious employ of my in 
quifitive mind. Whatever connection this have witn 
the happineſs of my ſoul, if it has any foundafion in right | 
reaſon, or the inſpired diftates of Heaven; it is at my* 


peril, if I-continue wilfully eee thereof, If break ones 
of the leaſt of his commandments, and encourage others 
to do fo; the Saviour has doomed me, to be called tbe 
ledſt in his kingdom (5). If I add to, deny, or dimigiſh from 
What is written in his word, I procure his curſe co my | 
ſoul (c). Nor is my curſe cauſeleſs. If what God hath ap- 
pointed; if what Jeſus hath ratified in his blood; if 
what the blefſed Spirit hath endited; I, by my uncon- 
cern, call trifling, common, or unclean ; aceuſe I not 
the Meft High, and only wiſe God, of egregious. folly? Mt 
Blame 1 not Jeſus, of dying af @ ſool dieth? Prefer 4 i 
not my own imaginations; to the ſtatutes of Heaven? 
Preſume'1-not, to each the Almighty knowledge? — 
© Meanwhile, ſhould I embrace and maintain prisciples - 
4 Fobſerve cuſtoms; becauſe conveyed by ale 8 
from the fathers; becauſe peremptorily eſpouſed by coun sg 
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1 on the government of the Chriſtian church.” 


Alls or holy men; would I not, with Romaniſts, intrude 
fallible perſons into the temple, the room, of my -in- 
fallible God? | Deteſting ſuch blind, ſuch Popiſh, ido- 
lizing of mortals, let my whole religion be immetliately 
founded on a Thus $a1TH THE LORD. Only the con- 
viction of this, will enable me, with Chriſtian bravery, 
to undergo the ſevereſt ſufferings, on its account. Only 


this will enable me, to anſwer for my conduct at the 


awful tribunal, Tradition of the fathers ; decifions of 
great and holy men; a painful Chriſtian education, may, 


and oft are bleſſed, as the valuable means of diſcovering, 4 


and leading us to the ſolid foundation of our faith and 
practice: but wo to my ſoul, if, deifying theſe, I depend 
on them, inſtead of the royal, the infallible mandates of- 


Heaven, God alone is my Maker, my Lawgiver, my 


| chief end, my Saviour, and ſupreme Judge; let therdlors. | 
his WILL be my ſure, my only guide, 


By natural reaſon, and by the inſpired dictates of +4 


0 Heaven, is this will manifeſted to men. The former, 


. __ 


Iam infallibly aſſured, God hath ſhewed unto men; and 
from it, I find writers inſpired not ſeldom to argue (a): 


the /atter, I am divinely informed, are endited of God; 


are able to make me wiſe unto ſalvation ; are profitable. | 
f fer dactrine, fer reproef, fer correction, ſor inſtruction 
in righteouſneſs ; that the man of God may be perfect, 
Thoroughly furniſhed unto every good work (5). In this 
ſacred page, my duty is oft ſuggeſted by example, 

What properties; what acts of God, and of Chriſt ; or 


of his prophets, apoſtles, or other ſaints, are there pro- | 


poſed for imitation : what the imitation of, is divinely 
commanded, or commended : whatever thing imitable is 


founded on moral grounds, and is requiſite in one age, 
and place of the world, as well as another; muſt certain» 


Iy be alway imitate, according to the ſtation and call pro- 
Vidence affords me, What was done by ſaints as ſuch, 
is always to be imitate by every ſaint, What was done 


by prophets, apoſtles, miniſters, or magiſtrates, as ſuch, 


© 150 i. 19. dd 11. 14. IF. 
ns . * 2 Fetz, I 


Lim. ili 15.5 17. 


— 


1 9 or. v. I. and xi? 13 Is, 


' 33 
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1s only to be imitate by ſuch, as were, or are, veſted 
: Vith a a fimilar office, Good: adds 1s performedyppon ordi- * 


** 
** 
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1 


— 


Lot: 1. of the ade and foundation of « divine Auk. 7 | 


- nary occaſions, are ordinarily to be imitated. | Theſe 
done upon extraordinary occaſions, are only to be imi- 


tated on the like (2). Whatever God commends, or pro- 


miſes we ſhall do; whatever he engageth to aſſiſt in, or 
reward us for, is certainly good; and to be practiſed, 2 
according to our ſtation and call. Whatever he con- 
demhs, threatens, or puniſhes for, is certainly evil; and 
to be alway avoided (5), Some divine acts found a di- 
vine right: Jeſus? rifing from the dead, his repeated vi- 
ſits to his diſciples, his Pentecoſtal effuſion of the Holy 
Shoſt on the firſt day of the week, divinely conſecrate 


it for the Chriſtian Sabbath. But nothing more clear- 
ly founds a divine warrant, than the appointment and 

precept of God. Theſe nivrs, an attention to which 
is ſo uſeful for underſtanding the oracles of God, to me 5 
appear ſo plain, as to need no illuſtration, ; 


But what of the 2 page is the rule of my con- 5 
- duct ? God himſelf in 4 OE 


orms me, that all ſcripture is pro- 
fitable for dockrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 


ſtruction in righteouſneſs : that, whatſ2ever was written 
aforetime, was written for our learning (c). What in 


the Old Teſtament reſpects ritual obſervations, as typical, 
maſt indeed be laid aſide. Chriſt the ſubſtance having 


come, and aboliſhed that carnal /aw of ordinances, by the 


blood of his crofs, it is at my peril to attempt a revival 
thereof; it is at my peril to abandon the liberty, wherge- 
with Chrift hath made me free, and be again entangled 


in the ceremonial yoke of bondage (d). But the nature 


of God, and of men, being alway the ſame; Whatever 
laws or patterns under the Old Teftament, were founded 
on moral equity, as ſuch, muſt ſtill preſerve their whole 
binding force. Whatever ancient hints, pro niſes, or 


prophecies, do, in their faltfilment, reſpect the New- 


Teſtament period, may be juſtly argued from (e). If f 
may receive an ancient promiſe into my heart, as the 


round of my ſure hope of eterhal felicity: if I may 


obey the ancient laws, of having no other god before the 5 


free God f _— and aut print no e od. 3 4 * 


i Marth, V. 40. Eph. Vs 1. . Phil. iv. 8. 9. 0) Rev. is 
1 366 13. and iv. 14 15. 20. 0 2 Tim. iii. 16. Rom. xv. 4. 


Gal. iv. 911. and y. . 4% ) Heb. xii. 1. . and iv. 
ö Adis xv. 15.17. A 
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On the government of the Chriſtian church. | 
. not taking the name of the Lord my God in vain, de. 7 
With equal reaſon, muſt I attend to every thing, written 
ll. a Moſes and the prophets, relative to perpetual, univer- 
al, and moral equity. The two teſtaments, which God 
bath joined, let not me, as a man of fin, exalting my 
| © felf above him, put aſunder, 

IIIIlss only the expreſs letter of the Krippe the rule of 
it my faith or practice? No: God, who formed me not a 
beeaſt, but a reaſonable creature, capable to ſearch out 
|| * . the native import, and neceſſary conſequence, of his ex- 
{|| _. preſs declarations, certainly ſpeaks to me as ſuch. The 
naeceſſary conſequences of his expreſs declarations, muſt 
therefore be no leſs the rule of my duty, than his expreſs: 
words. To deny this, is fertile of error and guilt. 

' Under pretence of adhetence to the expreſs letter of 

|  fcripture, have Papiſts introduced their monſter of tran- 
| \ ſubſtantiation. Under this pretence, have Anthropomor- 

| Phites 3 affirmed their Maker, a body with face, eyes, ears. 
'' bands, and feet, ſuch as their own, Under pretence of 

| confining their faith to the expreſs words of inſpiration, | 
E have Socinians rejected almoſt every article of the Chri- 
ſtian faith. To refuſe native conſequences of ſcripture 
as part of our rule, is practically to publiſh, that Jeſus 
and his apoſtles oft perverted the oracles of God: for, 
by deduction of conſequence, he ſhewed the doctrine of 
khbe reſurrection was revealed to Moſes, at the burning 


. buſh; that the ſixth commandment forbids angry words; 
od the ſeventh laſcivious looks (a). And of ſuch de- 
Adauction of conſequences, doth no mall part of the in- 
is ſpired epiſtles to the Romans, Galatians, Hebrews, and 
others, conſiſt. To reſtrict our rule to the expreſs 
terms of inſpiration, is to give JEHOVAH- the lie, who 
aid, Al ſeripture is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
or correction, and inſtruction in righteouſneſs ; for, with- 
dodiut a rational deduction of conſequences, every - portion 
of ſcripture cannot anſwer each of theſe valuable ends. 
Never, therefore, will any perſon of judg nent, admit 
| . this reſtriction of our rule; till, under cloak of confiaing 
bis faith and practice to the expreſs words of ſcripture, 
. b - * intends to HI ſome i "Rr article VE « our. Chri- od 
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Let 2. E the divine: warrant 3 government. 95 


ſtian faith. Upon the moſt impartial enquiry, 1 , 1 1 
embrace the ſentiments of our valuable Gonfeſſion ß 
faith (a], That the whole counſel. of God, concernigg 
all things neceſſary. for his on glory, and man's ſalva- 
| tion, faith and life, is either expreſsly ſet down in ſerip - 
ture, or by good and neceſſary conſequence deducible 


. therefrom; and, that there are ſome circumſtances con- 
5 cergning the worſhip of God, and the government of his 
. church, common to human actions and focieties, which 
. are to be ordered by the light of nature and Chriſtian 
. prudence, .according to the general rules of the wok; * 
b aich e are ee to be obſerxede”. 
33 ö 9585 » 


LETTER In. 


HAT our 0 eder hav a INES no 
# Chriſtian, no-candid reader of the ſacred volumes 
can donde. Himſelf hath. declared, ſhe is built upon the 
rock of bis divine perſon, and the gate? of bell ſhall not 
prevail againſt her (G). The/Chriltian CHURCH: alway 
denotes a ſociety of men profeſſing to believe. in, and Tm 
ſerve, the Lord Jeſus Chrift, The ſcripture, however. 
does not alway uſe the word in the ſame ſigniſication; to 
mark which, is very neceſſary in our preſent ſearchi 
Sometimes - GHURGH denotes the whole members of 
Chriſt's myſtical. body, conſidered in their ſpiritual and in- 
viſible relation to bim. Thus, he is made head over all 
things to the church, which is his body, and the fulneſs _ 
of him that filleth all in all. To this, all the ele&, ank 
they. only, pertain (). Anon, it denotes all theſe in the: 
world, who. profeſs their faith in Chriſt, and obedience 
to him. la this ſenſe, the goſpel rendered: Jews and 
Gentiles o CHURCH. In this ſenſe, the. is built upon 
the Soundation of the truths: publiſhed. by prophets and 
epeftler ; and hath evangeliſts, paſtors, teachers, belpers;, 
governments, given to, and ſet in her; and is the pillar, _ 
; und n of truth (4). Sometimes. a CHURCH on 
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10 On the government of the Chriftian church. 


a number of aſſemblies, worſhippers of God in Chriſt, 


united in particular fellowſhip with one another: hence, 


read of the cnukcn at Jeruſalem; at Antioch at 


Epheſus; at Corinth; in Judea; and of the Theſſalo- 
nians (a). Anon, it ſignifies 'a particular worſhipping 
aſſembly of Chriſt's followers, to which his word and or- 


dinances are diſpenſed :- hence, I read of the cyurcnes, 


that is, Chriſtian worſhipping afſemblies of Judea and 
| Galileez of Syria and Ciliciaz of Macedonia, Gala- 


— 


| 2ia, Crete, and Corinth: and of a church in an wpper 
room and of one in the houſes of Nymphas, of Aquila, 


and of Philemon (5). Finally, it is taken for the rulers 


of ſuch warſhipping afſemblies : ſo we may underſtand it, 


when we are required to tell the church of a ſcandal ;- 


when we are informed, that the commiſſioners from An- 


tioch were brought on their way by the church ; and that 


Paul faluted the church at Jeruſalem (c). For, is it 


_ credible, all the Chriſtian profeſſors at Antioch would 
attend their commiſſioners part of their way to the ſynod 


of Jeruſalem ? Is it credible, Patil ſaluted all the many 


ten thouſands of Chriſtians at Jeruſalem ? It is not. | 
But, to avoid, for the preſent, every ſhadow of ſtrife, 


pernatural foundation, go bring glory to God, and pro- 
_ - mote the endleſs welfare of men. But if ſhe is a ſocie- 
ty; how can ſhe ſubſiſt without laws and ordinances ? 


Did ever human ſociety do ſo? When nations but a 


about the various ſigniſication of the word; it is agreed, 
| that the church is a ſociety of men profeſſing to worſhixg 
and ſerve the Lord Chriſt; a ſociety erected upon a ſu» 


proached to the confines of anarchy, what diſorder! 


What butchery ! what robbery! what enſlaving oppreſſion 
alway take place! Let the caſe of Iſrael, when without 


_ Judges; let the” caſe of the African nations; let the an- 


Cient condition of Scotland, bear witneſs, If ſhe is a ſo- 


ciety eiected to bring glory to God in the higheſt; a ſo- 


\ © Ciety erected in flat oppoſition to the kingdom of Satan, 
is it poſſible, but men, who cannot &zow /piritual things ; 


(0 Adds viii. 1. and xiii. f. and ux. 17. Rev. ii. 1. 2. 2 Con 


2 Cor. viii. 1. Gal. i. 2. 22. Tit. i. 9. 1 Cor. xiv. 34. Acts 
K% 7. Col. iv. 15. Rom. xvi. 5. Philem. 2. (c) Matth. xvili, 


men, 


I. 1. Gal. I. 13. 1 Theſſ. i. 2. 0) Acts ix. 31. and xv. 4. 


hearts are deceitſul above all things, and deſperately 


avicked, if left to be ruled by their own inclinations, F 


muſt certainly ruſh on the wildeſt diſorder ? Is it poſſible, 
but Satan will do his utmoſt to overturn, divide, con- 
found,” and pollute her? Atteſts not the experience of 

every age, that no ſociety is more readily infected with 


corruptions; filled with diſorder; or rent by unnatural 


diviſions ? Her need of authoritative N. N is there 
fore notorious and glaring. 

That our Redeemer gave a verkdevitr form of govern- 
ment to the Old-Teſtament church, was never denied: 
the minutely-deſcribed ordinances thereof, are obvious 
to him, who but glanceth the writings of Moſes. The 


equal, if not ſuperior, need of a government, to the New- 


Teſtament church, is undeniable. Satan, now more ex- 
perienced in decerving, and his agents, are ſtill alive; 
{till ready to waſte this facred vineyard, if unhedg- 
ed (a). Her members are ſtil] a mixture of taret and 
wheat ; of ſheep and goats, There is ſtill a neceſſity of 
diſcerning between the precious and the vile (5); (till a 
neceſlity of trying and cenſuring falſe teachers; and of 


' guarding the ordinances of God from contempt and pol- 


lution (e). Has not Jeſus an equal regard to the New- 
Teſtament church, as to the Old? Has he left that, 
which himſelf ſo emphatically ſtiles the kingdom of | hea- 
ven, without any parucular laws, or form of government; 


but the varied inclinations of men * Was he not as faith- 


ful, in his New. Teltament houſe, as Moſes was in the 
old? I be was. muſt he not have ſpecified a particular 
form of government tor her, as Moles did? Yes; what 
thoughttul perſon can doubt thereof (4)? Hath God 
not ſpared his Son, but delivered him for, and to the 
church ? Shall he not with hiv, Foy give her all good 
things ? Is not a divinely institute form of government, 
a good thing i Tends it not to her peace, order, and ſpi- 
ritual /editication * Will he who loved the chbreh, and 
gave telt for 16 retuſe to ne on ber a thing % 


Let. 2, Of the divine warrant for churc h. government. 11 
men, whoſe «carnal mind ir enmity againſt God ; whoſe 
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10 On the government of the Chriſtian church. _ L 


a number of aſſemblies, worſhippers of God in Chriſt, r. 
united in particular fellowſhip with one another: hence, hi 
l 1 read of the chukcn at Jeruſalem; at Antioch; at al 
' if Epheſus; at Corinth; in Judea; and of the Theſfalo- m 
nians (a). Anon, it ſignifies à particular worſhipping b 
| 9 aſſembly of Chriſt's followers, to which his word and or- fi 
dinances are diſpenſed :- hence, I read of the cyurcnEs, e 
hat is, Chriſtian worſhipping aſſemblies of Judea and c 
SGialilee; of Syria and Ciliciaz of Macedonia, Gala- d 
tia, Crete, and Corinth: and of a church in an upper f 
room and of one in the houſes of Nymphas, of Aquila, 
and of Philemon (5). Finally, it is taken for the ralers n 
bl ſuch wqrſhipping aſſemblies : ſo we may underſtand it, t 
When we are required to tell the church of a ſcandal z- t. 
when we are informed, that the commiſſioners from An- e 
ill tioch were brought on their way by the church ; and that 1 
0 Paul ſaluted the church at Jeruſalem (c). For, is it P 
ft credible, all the Chriſtian profeſſors at Antioch would {t 
|| attend their commiſſioners part of their way to the ſynod e 
i of Jeruſalem ? Is it credible, Paal ſaluted all the many 0 
ten thouſands of Chriſtians at Jeruſalem ? It is not. d 
11 But, to avoid, for the preſent, every ſhadow of ſtrife, n 
gJabout the various ſigniſication of the word; it is agreed, g 
that the church is a ſociety of men profeſſing to worſhip = 
and ſerve the Lord Chriſt; a ſociety erected upon a ſus IF 
pernatural foundation, Ho bring glory to God, and pro- v 
| - mote the endleſs welfare of men. But if ſhe is a ſocie- v 
il ty; how can ſhe ſubſiſt without laws and ordinances? b 
Did ever human ſociety do ſo? When nations but ap- Hi 
| proached to the confines of anarchy, what diſorder} ol 
what butchery ! what robbery! what enſlaving oppreſhon fc 
i alway take place! Let the caſe of Iſrael, when without tl 
f judges; let the caſe of the African nations; let the an- n. 
cient condition of Scotland, bear witneſs. If the is a ſo- cl 
cCciety eiected to bring glory to God in the higheſt; a ſo- th 
diet y erected in flat oppoſition to the kingdom of Satan, a 
zs it poſſible, but men, who cannot &now /piritual things; T1! 


- () Acts vill. 1. and xiii. 1. and xx. 17. Rev. ti. I. 2. 2 Con 

' 1H © 5. 4. Gal i. 13. 4 Theſſi 1. C) Acts ix. 31. and XV. 4. 
H 2 Cor. viii. I. Gal. i. 2, 22, Tit. i. g. 1 Cor. xiv. 34. Acts | 

KX. 7. Col. iv. 15. Rom. xvi. 5. Philem. 2. (c) Matth. xviits 605 

7. Acts V. 3- XV ili. 22. and xxl. 2 - © N | 
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men, 
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Let. 2. Of the divine warrant for church-government, 11 


men, whoſe carnal mind is enmity againſt God ; whoſe 
hearts are deceitful above all things, and deſperately 
avicked,' if left to be ruled by their own inclinations, 
mult certainly ruſh on the wildeſt diſorder ? Is it poſſible, 
but Satan will do his utmoſt to overturn, divide, con- 
found, and pollute her? Atteſts not the experience of 


every age, that no ſociety is more readily infected with 
corruptions; filled with diſorder; or rent by unnatural 


diviſions? Her need of authoritative Nee er is there- 
fore notorious and glaring, «| 


That our Redeemer gave a periteviir form of govern - 


ment to the Old-Teſtament church, was never n 

the minutely-deſcribed ordinances thereof, are 1 
to him, who but glanceth the writings of Moſes. The 
equal, if not ſuperior, need of a government, to the New- 
Teſtament church, is undeniable. Satan, now more ex- 
perienced in deceiving, and his agents, are ſtill alive; 


ed (a). Her members are {till a mixture of fares and 
ewhear ; of ſheep and goats. There is ſtill a neceſſity of 
diſcerning between the precious and the vile (h); ſtill a 
neceſſity of trying and cenſuring falſe teachers; and of 


guarding the ordinances of God from contempt and pol- 


lution (c). Has not Jeſus an equal regard to the New - 
Teſtament church, as to the Old? Has he left that, 


which himſelf ſo emphatically ſtiles the kingdom F hea- 


ven, without any parucular laws, or form of government ; 
but the varied inclinations of men ? Was he not as faith- 
ful, in his New. Teltament houſe, as Moſes was in the 
old? I be was. muſt lie not have ſpecified a particular 
form of? overnment tor her, as Moles did? Les; what 
thoughttul perſon can doubt thereof (4)? Hath God 
not ſpared his Son, but delivered him for, and to the 
church? Shall he not with hu, 2 give her all good 
things? Is got a divinely intitute form of government, 
a good thing: Tends it not to her peace, order, and ſpi- 
ritual /editication * Will he who loved the church, ang 
at elt tor it, rctuſe ro þ hevew on her a W 


(659 I Pet: v. 8. ; 60 Matth. xili. 30. an xxv. 32. 4171 
iii. 1. . (c) Rove 11. 2. 14 * 20. 1 Cor. Ri. * ys 
05 Aer lil. SE | 
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ſtill ready to waſte this ſacred vineyard, if unhedg- 
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| uſeful and: neceſſary ? Am I not dirinely certiſſed, that 
| bis word is ſufficient to dixe&.,me, iv; every good avort; c 
; fufficient to direct a charch-ruler, how to behave,\.n the . 
| church of the living Cd (a) Amid his viſion of the "0 
Ii New- Teſtament. church, the-prophet is directed to teach 
li A his people, the form of the houſe, and the faſhion there- 
1 %, and tb outgoings thereof, and the comings in thereof, 
| sand all the ordinances thereof, and all the forms thereof, | 
ih and all the laws thereof (5). If no particular form of | 
government is appointed for her, why all this waſte of | 
words, from the mouth of the Moſt High? 
Nothing, however, more clearly. demonſtrates her par- 
| ticular, her divinely inftitate form of government, than 1 
| - ode laws and ordinances thereof, marked in the ſacred i 
| page. There every thing circumſtantial is divinely di- { 
|. neſted by the general rules of order, decency, and edifi- : 
| cation; of acting in all things to the glory of God; and : 
t 
P 
I 


giving no offence neither to Few nor Gentile, nor to the 
il ' +church of God (c). In ſubordination: to theſe, the very 
| +: light of nature teacheth me, that the church, as every 
fſociety, muſt have a government within herſelf; which is 


to be managed in the manner that beſt anſwers the end t. 
| d of her erection, the glory of God, and the ſalvation of -Þ 
| | men: That there muſt be a method of ending her con- o 


teſts, and repreſſing her unruly members: That in etery p 
controverſy, not plainly determined by her Maſter's o- ti 
' __ .,racles, the ſmaller part muſt yield to the greater: That, tl 
after engagement to her rules, every member ought to ob- ] 
i +1 ſerve them, unleſs he can ſhow their contrariety tothe ſaered n. 
Word: That, if, by multiplication of members, the mult ar 
10 de diſtribute into ſeveral worſhipping aſſemblies, theſe, m 
0 maintain her unity, ought to be jointly. governed: Ze 
jt That various caſes happening, too hard for the deciſion. ſe 
ol a ſingle congregation; various congregations,. or their fu 
||” pulers, ought, if poſſible, to combine for judging the 


fame: That if there be a ſubordination of judges, there f 
; muſt be a liberty, if injured, to appeal from the infxior, vi. 


420: that which | is ſuperior, 3 


| 
I 
1 735 "The more. ſubſtantial os of church. -gorerament ſeem "JS 


© 2 A iii. 17. Tim. lb 14. 15. and v. 27: N 13 14. XX 
. Ezek. lui. 11. ) 1 Cor. xay- 26 40. and x. zn 32 17 


al . L laivly 
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Let. 45 of the divine warrant for ehurch-government. 3 


plainly marked, and particularly enjoined in the ſacred 
volume. THEzxCE I hear, that Jeſus Chriſt hath called 
out of the world, a people to himſelf (a).. Then, 1 dif- 
cern him giving particular perſons the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven ; a power of diſpenſing doctrine, ſacraments, 
- and juriſdiction (5). I find him preſcribing public prayer 
, and thankſgiving ; charging miniſters to attend hereunto; 
4 and to make it for all men, in a known tongue, that the 
f unlearned may ſay amen (e). I find him appointing ſing- 
£ WW ingot pfalms, hymns, and fpiritual ſongs ; and charging us 
to ſing with the ſpirit, making melody in our hearts 
- to the Lord (4). I ſind him appointing the public read- 
5 ing, and expounding of the ſcripture; with the manner 
d of performing the ſame (e). I find him inſtituting the 
= ſacraments of baptiſm; and the Lord's ſapper, with the 
i things relative thereto (/); and appointing ſolemn faſt- 
d ing, and vowing to himſelf, on every proper occaſion (g). 
je I obſerve him preſcribing the qualifications and miſſion of 
7 the adminiſtrators of his ordinances; and promiſing his 
V preſence and bleſhng, to attend them i in their work (4), 
19 I find him committing to them, a power, authoritatively 
id to decide controverſies (7); a power to admoniſh and 
of 
- 
ry 
0 
it, 
A 


2 
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rebuke offending members (4); a power to geject the 
obſtinate, and abſol ve the penitent. Time fails me, at 
preſent, to enumerate every divine appointment, rela- 
tive to the order of the church, I ſee plainly marked in 

the inſpired records: but, if upon a deliberate enquiry, 
find there a preſcribed account, of her head; of the 
nature of her government; of her members, em 

and cuſtoms; can I, without expoſing my ignorance, or 
my rebellion againſt God; can I, without incurring ba- 
zard to my ſoul, heſitate a moment, whether he has pre- 

ſcribed het a particular form of government? It is ab- 

ſurd Mg the. mdr cam be fixed; in the \ vg 
% OS > 


00 ite Pet. 11 Fa A= xv. 14. 6 den 19. (c) As 
Vi. 4- 1 Tim. ii. 1. 3- 1 Cor. xiv. 1 14----17- (4) Eph. v. 18. 
19. Col. iii. 16. IT Cor. xiv. 15. 16. (e) Dent. xxxi; 1113. 
1 Neh. vill. 18. and i ix. 3. AQs xiii. Is. 27 Mark xvi. 16. i Car. 

mem i. 17. Tim. iy. 2. (F) Matth. xxviii. 19. Cor. xi. 20. 30. 4 

2 (8) . Y) 1 Tim. iii. 2 8. and iy. 14 Matth. 

14 . * 2 Acts E iam. 3a Sein e. 1.8. 

| 5 = . 3 * waſeitled. 


Mach xxili. 8. 10. Heb. if. 1. 6. 1 
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14 On the government of the Chriſtian church. 
- unſettled. Concerning theſe, under the direQion of the 
divine Spirit, I intend, and may you, Amelius, -/earch 
the ſcriptures, that we be no more faithleſs, but be- 


* * . 
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Erin m. 
I the heavenly page, methinks, I ſee my Saviour's 
1 ſole headſhip over his body, the church, marked as 
- with a ſun - beam. There I am informed, that the ga- 
verument is upon his ſhoulder : that of his government and 
peace there ſhall be no end: that he fits upon the throne 
of his father David, to order it (a) : that all power 4s 
given him, in heaven and on earth; by virtue of which 
he ſends his miniſters to diſciple and baptize the nations, 
and teach them to obſerve whatſoever he hath command- 
.ed.(b), The Father hath given all things into his hand: 
_ hath committed all judgment to him; hath put all things 
under his feet ; hath given him to be the head over all 
_ . things to the church; given him the ey of David, that 
be may open, and none ſhut; and ſhut, and none o- 
2 . alone, the inſpired word aſcribes manifold 
- PRINCELY TITLES, relative to the church. He is her 
Lord; her Lawgiver, able to ſave and to deſtroy (d). 
He is God's King, ſet upon his hill of Zion the Prince 
among his people; the Governor, that ſeeds and rules 
bis Ifrael (e); the great, the chief Shepherd; the Shep- 
herd and Biſhop of fouls (/); the head of ' his body the 
church: our one Maſter ; the Apoſtle and -High Prieſt 
of our profeſſion (g); a Son faithful over his own houſe. 
Io him alone are aſcribed the acts of ſupreme power 
and authority in her affairs. It is nis, to enact her laws; 
to give commandment to her maſter-builders, and high 


(a) IC: ix. 6. 2. Luke i. 32. 33. : 
(e) John iii. 35. = v. 22. 27. 1 Cor. xv. 26. 
Kev. iii. 7. (4) Ads x. 36. 1 Cor. viii. 6. 
Jam. iv. 12. (le) Pſal. ii. 6. Ezek. xxxiv. 23. 
% Heb. xiii. 20. 1 Pet. iv. 4 and li. 32. 


Eph. i. 22. 
IC. XxxxXIIi. 22. 
Matth. ii. 6. 
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(5) Matth. TY 18.---20. 
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Let. 2. ChriſPs headſhip over the viſible church. 15 8 


rulers,” the apoſtles (a). His, to inſtitute her ordi- 
nances, the preaching of the word; the adminiſtration 
of baptiſm, and the ſacred ſupper; with the adminiſtra- 
tion of diſcipline ; all for her edification (b): Ks, to 
appoint her officers ; ; to give gifts unto men; to give ſome' 
apoſtles ; ſome prophets ; ſome evangeliſts ; "ſome paſtors + 
and teachers: his, to preſcribe the manner of their en- 
trance and conduct (c). Only in nis name, are her or- 
dinances diſpenſed: therein, her aſſemblies meet; her 
paſtors feed by preaching of truth, and even apoſtles 
Bow and diſpenſe the holy feaſt. In nis name, (every 
Chriſtian muſt pray and perform his whole Chriſtian ex- q 
erciſe. In A is name, and with n is power, muſt offend- 
Jer be cenſured or abſolved (4). By the choice of adult 
Chriſtians, and the ordination of former rulers, muſt or- 
dinary church: officers be aſſigned, to exerciſe. eccleſiaſtic 
8 power, in a particular place, or office. From magi- 
ſtrates, as nur/ing fathers, they may receive outward 
I. Protecdion, ſupport, and aſſiſtance; but their whole power 
„ elative to their function, the vi derive from Chriſt him- 
1 elf, HE gives them to, and ſets them in the church. 
Th bY alone qualifies and authoriſes them, to diſpenſe word, 
ſacraments, or cenſures, (e). | 
If the adored Immanuel be the ſole bead, and ſupreme. 
governor, of his body the church, ponder, my dear A- 


d I nelius, if your vague notions, of the indiffereney of the 
zer various forms of eccleſiaſtic government, are not highly 
1 injurious to n; is wiſdom and faithfulneſs. Dare you ſup= _ 


poſe, HE has no fixed plan of regimen, but the multi- 

form, the ever · changing inclinations of ſinful men? To 

"ul theſe, will he commit the direction of his beloved body, 
the hen he knows, they are evil continually ? If he is the 
eff only head of his church, how criminal a dangerous, 
6: for pope, for magiſtrate, or any other, to claim a ſpiri- 
wer ral headſhip over her perſons or cauſes! It is a eee . 


(a) Gal. vi. 2. Ade i i. 2. 1 © Mark xvi. 19. Matth. x. 7. 
John i. 33. Matth. xxviii. 19. 20. t Cor. xi. 20.30. Matth. 
Vi. 19. and xvifi. 15.20. (c) Eph. iv. 7. 8. 11. 1 Cor. 
U. 28. (4) Matth. xviii. 20. and xxvili. 19. Acts xix. 5. 
ohn xiv. 13. 14. Col. iii. 17. 1 Cor, v. 4. le) John xx. 
123. 2 Cor. x 8. nd il. 10. 5 I «RR 
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16 eee Chriſtian church. -' 
to ſit in the temple, the throne of God; and to 152 dat 


5 N _ 's ſelf to cas e On the Lord, 1 


3 


_— 


SETTER. 


Win che pal of infoiraisn, nothing i is more 


explicit, than that our adored Redeemer's fing- 


dom in the church, is not of this world (a); is got of an 
_ earthly origin, form, temper, or end. This, dying, he 
atteſted to Pilate * the declaration, he ſealed with his 
blood. Her head is a quickening ſpirit. Her power, 


offices, ordinances; cenſures, and ends of erection, arg 


Ippiritual; relate to the foul: Her real members are only 


ſuch as have /e Spirit of Chriſt; and have the ſame 
_ mind in them, that was in him. The members of her 
viſible ſtate, muſt therefore be ſuch, as appear caLLED 
out of the world, that lieth in wickedneſs, to glory and 
virtue (5). Such as live in groſs ignorance, or open 


wWickedneſs; in neglect of God's worſhip; or of rel ane 


duties; in profane ſwearing; contempt of he Sabbath 


. malice, murder, drunkenneſs; in unchaſtiry}® theft, 
covetouſneſs; in extortion, lying; reviling, and the like; 


are exprelely excluded from the kingdom of Chriſt: 


| hence can never be juſtly ſuſtained members of his 


church (c). To compoſe churches, of perſons, known 
habitually to live in wickedneſs, is to ere ſynagogues 
for Satan, not'temples for Chriſt. To account all Chri- 
ſtians, who live in a country where Chriſtianity is ge- 


dom is not ef this world; how can ſeas, rivers, hills, 


Britain, more than theſe of japan? When the natural 
preſence of Chriſt did not chriſtianize his neighbours in 
Nazareth and Judea; how can that of a ſaint do it, to 
tlieſe around? Say not, theſe wicked men's Chriſtiavity 


7 +4 | 
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| nerally profeſſed, is notoriouſly abſurd, If Chriſt's k;ng- 


and land*marks, be the limits thereof? What chriſtian- 
jixing; what ſanctifying virtue, by the air or ſoil of 


is founded on their ede "The 1 
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Let. 4. Of the quali  fications of church memb ers, Ke. f 7 


church, if obſtinate in their ſin; but can never atone for 
their living in open contradiction to baptiſmal vows. Till 


to follow a common cuſtom? to pleaſe a natural con- 


By addreffing the Saviour, Hail Maſter, and ' kiſing 


| habitually diſkonour and diſobey you; abuſing every 


but ever violate, oath, rendered me faithful and honeſt 7 


founds a reaſon for a formal caſting them out of the 


perjury, attending a ſinful - courſe, diminiſn its guilt, a 
baptized perſon, wilfully ignorant or profane, cannot 
fail to be worſe than a mere Heathen; and ſo more un- 
fit for a member of the Chriſtian church. | 

Is wicked mens deſire of admiſſion to the ſacred ſeals, 
a token of their repentance ? No: how many deſire it, 


ſcience? or even to divert themſelves ? After admiſſion, 
are they not as wicked as ever? Did the Hebrew harlot, 
who juſt flamed in luſt, ſufficiently mark her repentance, 
by peace-offerings, and pretence to paying her vows (a)? 


him, did Judas manifeſt his penitential grief (5)? Should 
1, Amelius, ſwear to be your faithful ſervant, and yet 


thing put into my hand ; would you imagine my ſolemn, 


If after waſting your goods, and wounding your credit, 
I ſhould preſumptuouſly deſire your bill for the ſpeedy 
payment of wages; would you reckon this, an undoubt- 
ed mark of my repentance ;' a ſufficient reaſon of con- 
tinuing me in your ſervice z and beſtowing on me the di- 
Kinguiſhed- privileges of your family? You would not. 
= application to our preſent point, is ſtriking and 
eaſy. 1 


No doubt, the children of viſible ſaints are to be ac- 
counted members of the Chriſtian church, till, by hea- 
theniſh principles or practices, they warrant their ejec- 
tion. The promiſe is to church- members and their chil- 
dren, God is their God, and the God of their ſeed after 
them. Their children are federally holy ; and of ſuch is 
the kingdom of God (c). Deteſted be the fancy, that 
heathenizes all baptized in their infancy ; that ſtrips. the 
children of Chriſtians, of privileges conferred on the an- 
cient Jews. If you parents be unconcerned, how your 
polterity grow up in the knowledge of divine truth; ho 
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18 on the government of the Chriſtian church. 


they behave in their morals; whom they hear as their 
paſtors; trample ye not upon the heavenly mandate, 
that the fathers unto the children, ſhould declare God's 
truth? ſhould declare his teſtimony unto their children, 
that they may declare it unto another generation (a)? 
Rebel ye not againſt him that ſpeaketh from heaven, 
Train up a child in the may that he ſhould go; and when 
he is old, he will not depart from it? and requireth you, 
diligently to teach his ſtatutes to your children, when you 
fit down, riſe up, walk by the way, or abide in the 
1 (5)? If God know, you do not command your 
children and houſehold, to walk in his way; do not en- 
|! deavour, that you and your houſe ſhould ſerve him: if 
vou refuſe to raiſe up ſeed in your family to Chriſt, the 

Lord; what remains, but, that ſupply to the church 
NVWWudcome from another airth, and your offspring, perhaps 
||] with! yourſtlves, be eternally deſtroyed; your ſeed be 
cCeurſed ; Four children left to themſelves to bring you to 
ſmhame (c)? In your dying moments, how ſhall it affect 
you; to leave them ruined! At the tribunal; in the burn- 
ing Jake; how ſhall it torment you, to behold them 
damned, through your unconcern ! to hear them curſe 
vou, as the guilty cauſe ! Not only the children of viſi- 
ble ſaints; but every one willing, ought to be the ſub- 

ject of the church's inſtructing care. He that winneth 8 
fouls is wiſe, Inſtruction, however, prepares for; does 

not conſtitute, or ſuppoſe, one a member of the Chriſtian 
church. | 5 „ 
Nor is real change of nature and ſtate, the criterion 
of memberſhip, in the vibble church. Without it, in- 

dieed, none can candidly cffer themſelves to the ſacred 
ſeals. But, without it, church-rulers may admit them, 
if offered. Not man, but the Lord alone, ſearcheth the 
heart. He admitted the Jews into ecclefiaſtic covenant 
with him, though, many of them, had not a heart to per - 
ceive, or embrace, his truth (4). In order to admiſſion, 
the Baptiſt and apoſtles required probable appearance; 
not infallible evidence, of mens faith and repentance (e). 
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Phil. iii. 18. 19. Rev. iii. 17. 
(4) Eph. i. 1. Col. i. 2. Heb. iii. 1. Pial. xi v. 3. 4. and * 4 

TP g vos : 4 | 1 18 Py y * 15 

2 Ther f. & 2 PIT. 
verſation, 


1.5. Tit. ii. 12.14. 


bond of iniquity (a). Many unregenerate members ap- 


pear in the churches of Corinth; Philippi; Laodicea, 


Ge. (6). Chriſt compares the Chriſtian church to a 
floor where corn is mingled. with chaff; to a net, in- 
cloſing good and bad; to a field, where hypocritical fare, 
grow up with the wheat (c). Were politive evidence of 
regeneration, the term of church-fellowſhip ; men would 


be involved in judging the inward ſtate of others: the 
conſciences of the admitters would be perpetually racked, 
in ſuch decifrons; ſuch as pleafed, by ſolemn diſſimula- 


tion, might obtain the higheſt privileges of the Chriſtian 


church; while gracious perſons, labouring under doubts, 


ſhould be readily deprived of the childrens bread. 


Without a viſible converſation, correſpondent to rege - 
neration; correſpondent to the inſpired characters of 
church members no man can lawfully be acknowledged, 


as ſuch. How does the ſacred oracles deſcribe the man, 


who aſcends into the hill of God? As a ſaint, and faith». 


ful in Chriſt Feſus ; as a holy brother, partaker of the 
heavenly calling: whoſe hands, or outward converſation, 


are clean from ſcandal : whoſe heart, his life marks to 
be pure: who doth not lift up his ſoul unto vanity ; bat 
is ſerious, ſober, and fixed in the faith, and way of God: 


who doth not fear deceitſully; taking ſinful oaths, or 
breaking and ridiculing, what lawful-engagements he is 


under: who walketh uprightly, worketh righteouſneſs, | 
and candidly ſpeateth the truth in his heart ; who back- | 


biteth not his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach againſt 
him: who eſteems the ſociety of the ſaints; and deteſts 


the intimacy of the wicked: who abhors diſhoneſt gain; 


and adheres to his engagements : who &nows and eepeth 
the truth: who profeſſeth his faith in Chriſt ; and /p2ws 
it by his good works; walking orderly; denying ungod- 


lineſs an worldly lufts ; and living ſoberly, righteoufly, 
Without a con- 
e 


(e) Matth. iii. 12. and xiii. 24 7. 


and godly, in this preſent world (d). 
(a) Acts v. 1.---I0. and viii. 13.---23- (5) 1 Cor; 
ki 4 9. 3 xxvi. 2, SER Jam. ii. 18. 12 1 


B 2 


Let 4. Of the qualifications of church-members, &c. 19 
Ananias, Sapphira, Simon the ſorcerer, and others, were | 
baptized, who yet remained in the gall of bitterneſs, and 
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20 On the government of 15 Chriſtian church. 


verfation, confiſtent with theſe characters, it is at our 
peril, if we admit one, an adult member of the Chriſtian 
church. Let every one that nameth the name of Chriſt, 


depart from iniquity. | 

To his admiſſion, what profeſſion of Faith is Fnecefary? ? 
Muſt he profeſs a religious aſſent to any hiſtories narra- 
ted, or opinions invented, by fallible men? No: it is 


; blaſphemous, it 1s -Antichriſtivy, to demand it. Chriſt 


allows his miniſters to teach nothing, but what he has 
commanded, - He hath denounced a terrible curſe upon 
whoever adds to, or diminiſhes from his facred word. 
He charges to admit into eccleſiaſtic fellowſhip, theſe, 
weak in the faith; but not to doubtful diſputations (a). 
No where doth he allow us to add to the terms of 


church-fellowſhip, preſcribed in his word; nor, with- 


out a tincture of Rome, will any attempt it: What then 


muſt be the matter of his confeſſion? The leading truths 


of the heavenly oracle, concerning the end and rule of re- 


. . ligion: concerning the exiſtence, unity, and infinite per- 
fection of God; and his ſubſiſtence in three perſons, the 
Tame i in ſubſtance, equal in power and glory: concerning 


man's holy and happy creation ſtate; his fall into fin and 
miſery, and utter inability to recover -himfelf ; his re- 


demption by the electing and covenanting love of the Fa- 


ther; the .mediation of the Son, in his perſon, office; 
and ſtate ; and the application of the Holy Ghoſt; where- 
by we are bleſſed, with union to Chriſt; juſtification 


||, through his imputed righteouſneſs ; adoption i into his fami- 


ly; renovation into his image; comfort in his relation and 
fulneſs; and endleſs glory in his preſence : concerning 
our duty, in its nature, rule, ſummary ſubſtance, go- 


ſpel reafons, and particular parts: concerning our im- 


provement of the doctrines and laws of God unto a con- 
viction of our guilt, and danger, and a direction to e- 
ſcape it by means of faich in Jeſus Chriſt; repentance 
unto life; and a diligent uſe of the outward ordinances, 


God has appointed for our ſalvation-; particularly the 
reading and hearing of his word; the ſacraments of bap-' 


tiſm and the Lord's aer; with prayer, in his name. 5 


oY 1. viii. 20. . XXVII. 20. Deut. xii. ry Rev. 5 | 


18. iy: Nom. xiv. 1. 
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As the truths of God are gradually manifeſted, the 
candidate, for church fellowſhip, ought to enlarge his- 
confeſſion, in proportion thereto. Chriſt admitted his 
diſciples to his ſacred ſupper, while they had no diſtinct. 
view of his reſurrection; or of the ſpiritual nature of his. 
kingdom. I cannot, however, perſuade myſelf, that 
now I may be admitted, except I believe he died 2 our 


offences, and roſe again for our juſtification : for, if | 


Chriſt is not. riſen, our faith is vain; we are yet in our. 
fins (a). Who can believe, no more. knowledge, no 
more confeſſion, of goſpel-truth, iS now neceftzry to. ad- 
miſſion, than was, juſt before the dawn of the reforma- 
tion? If the divine. Spirit chargeth us,” whereunto we 
have attained, to walk by the ſame rule, to mind the ſame 
thing; to hold ſaſt our profeſſion, the profeſſion af our 


faith without wavering ; to take heed to ourſelves, that 


awe loſe not theſe. things, which we have awrought(b). 3 
If he warn us, that God's ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in 


us, i we draw back (c) ; it is reaſonable, to require ſuch - 
a candidate to - confeſs, what points of ſacred truth the 
e he has been educate in, and joins, has already 
plainly and ſolemnly eſpouſed. For ſuch as have ready 
acceſs to the ſcripture, to remain ignorant of, or ene - 
mies to, any truth, therein plainly revealed, muſt imply 


horrid contempt of God; and fo be highly 2fen/ive and * 


criminal. To reject or deny what divine truth has been - 
ſolemaly eſpouſed by us, or in our name, muſb involve - 
ig {till deeper ſcahdal.. 

With you, my-friend, no: difference] in principle, makes 
a man ſcaadalous. lie may, you think, be very ſincere 
„ in his vie vs: he cannot force his conſcieace: if there 


* fore his practice correſpond, he has only God to an- 


„ ſwer to, for bis ſentiment.” * But. ſoftly, Sir, the a- 
poſtolic ſynod declare them who taught, circumciſion Was 
neceſſary to ſalvation in- the Chriſtian church, {ubverters 
of. ſouls, and troublers of the church (d). de inſpired ; 
apoltle reckons here/izs, among the 15 of the: "4 20% 
winch exclude from. the kingdom of God (e). Nee 
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On the government of the Chriſtian church. 


verfation, confiſtent with theſe characters, it is at our 


peril, if we admit one, an adult member of the Chriſtian 


church. Let every one that nameth the name of Chrift, 
depart from iniquity, 

To his admiſſion, what profeſſion of Faith 1s neceſſary ? 
Muſt he profeſs a religious aſſent to any hiſtories narra- 
ted, or opinions invented, by fallible men? No: it is 


a blaſphemous, it is Antichriſtian, to demand it. Chriſt 


allows his miniſters to teach nothing, but what he has 
commanded, - He hath denounced a terrible curſe upon 
whoever adds to, or diminiſhes from his facred word. 

He charges to admit into eccleſialtic fellowſhip, theſe, 
weak in the faith ; but not to doubiful diſputations (a). 
No where doth he allow us to add to the terms of 
church-fellowſhip, preſcribed in his word; nor, with- 


Out a tincture of Rome, will any attempt it; © What then 


muſt be the matter of his confeſſion? The leading truths 


of the heavenly oracle, concerning the end and rule of re- 
ligion: concerning the exiſtence, unity, and infinite per- 


fection of God; and his ſubſiſtence in three perſons, the 
ſame in ſubſtance, equal in power and glory: concerning 


man's holy and happy creation ſtate ; his fall into fin and 


miſery, and utter inability to recover himſelf; his re- 


demption by the electing and covenanting love of the Fa- 
ther; the mediation of the Son, in his perſon, office, 
and ate; and the application of the Holy Ghoſt ; where- 


by we are bleſſed, with union to Chriſt; juſtification 


through his imputed righteouſneſs ; adoption into his fami- 


ly ; renovation. into his image; comfort in his relation and 


fulneſs ; and endleſs glory in his preſence: concerning 


our duty, in its nature, rule, ſummary ſubſtance, go- 
ſpel reaſons, and particular parts: concerning our im- 
provement of the doctrines and laws of God unto a con- 
viction of our guilt, and danger, and a direction to e- 


ſcape it by means of faith in Jeſus Chriſt; repentance 


unto life; and a diligent uſe of the outward ordinances, 


God has appointed for our ſalvation; particularly the 


reading and hearing of his word; the ſacraments of bap⸗ 
tiſm kod the Lord's ſupper; ; with payer, in his name, 
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As the truths of God are gradually manifeſted, the 7 
candidate, for church fellowſhip, ought to enlarge his 
confeſſion, in proportion, thereto. Chriſt admitted his 
diſciples to his ſacred ſupper, while they had no diſtinct. 
view of his reſurrection ;. or of the ſpiritual-nature. of his. 
kingdom. I cannot, however, perſuade myſelf, that 
now I may be admitted, except I believe he died for our 
offences, and roſe again fir our juſtification: for, if. 
Chriſt is not. riſen, cur faith is vain; we are yet in our. 
ſins (a). Who can believe, no more knowledge, no 
more confeſſion, of goſpel- truth, is now neceſſæry- to ad- 
miſſion, than was, juſt before the dawn of the reforma- 
tion? If the divine. Spirit chargeth us, whereunto we 
have attained, to walk by the ſame rule, to mind the ſame 
thing; to hold faſt our profeſſion, the profeſſion of our” 
faith without wavering ; to tale heed to ourſelves, that 
we loſe not theſe. things, which we have wrought (0). 
If he. warn us, that God's ſoul ſhall have no. pleaſure in 
us, if we draw back (c) ; it is reaſonable, to require ſuch - 


a candidate to . confeſs, what points of ſacred truth the 

; church he has been educate in, and joins, has already. 
; plainly and ſolemmly eſpouſed. For ſuch as have ready. 
. acceſs tothe ſcripture, to remain ignorant of, or ene- 
x mies to, any truth, therein plainly revealed, muſt imply 
4 horrid contempt of God; and fo be highly Fenſive and 
bn criminal. To reject or deny what divine truth has been 
1 ſolemaly eſpouſed by us, or in our name, muſt involve 
1 in {till deeper ſcandal, 


4 1 With you, my friend, no difference in principle, makes 


a man ſcaadalous. He: may, you think, be very ſincere 


8 “in his views: he cannot force his conſeieace: if there- 
. * fore his practice correſpond, he has only God. to an- 
1 „ ſwer to, for his ſentiment.“ Bat ſoftly, Sir, the a- 
4 poſtolic ſynod declare them who taught, circumciſion was 
3 neceſſary to ſalvation in- the Chriſtian church, /ubverters : 
8 of. fouls, and troublers of the church (d). The inſpired! 


N apoltle reckons here/izs, among the works of the: fleſhy 
©. I which exclude from the kingdom of God (e). Heiors 
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22 | Of the government of the Chriſtian church. 
ders every obſtinate heretic to be expelled from the 
church (2). For blaſphemous rejection of the doctrines 
of faith, he delivered Alexander and Hymeneus to Sa- 
tan (b), He curſes to eternal wo, the man chat preaches 
another goſpel, than of ſalvation through the imputed 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt (c). For unwillingneſs to hear 
them that are evil; for trying and ' condemning falſe a- 
puſtles, and hating the deeds of heretical men, are the 
Fulers of the Aſian churches commended; and ſuch as 
held falſe opinions, or tolerate ſeducers, condemned (4). 
He that abideth not in the docrine of Chriſt, hath not God, 
And if any bring not this doctrine, I am divinely char- 
- ged, not to receive him into my houſe, nor bid bim God 
Jpeed ; and warned that if I do, I-render myſelf, a par- 
taker with him, in his evil deeds (e). In vain, you tell 
me, of the man's ſincerity; am I in God's ſtead to know 
bis heart, and try his reins? Should he profeſs his can- 
dour ; it is profefſion of Chriftianity, not of mere ſince- 
rity, that denominates one, a difciple of Chriſt. If given 
vp to a ſeared, an erring conſcience ; what horrid ſenti- 
ments and conduct may 1 not become frncere in! Was 
not Saul, the perſecutor, abundantly Anrere in oppoling 
Chriſt, and waſting his church ? He verily thought he 
Jhould do ſo, Did not other perſecutors 7hink, their 
murder of the ſaints was a doing God ſervice (/)! Did 
ſiuch ſincerity qualify its ſubje&s for admiſſion to the ſacred 
feals? What know I, but millions of Jews, Mahometans, 
and Heathens, may be ſincere in their religious mode; 
inwardly reckoning it the beſt? Is it therefore not abo- 
minable and ſcandalous? What know 1, how fincere a 
| Socivian is, in denying the Godhead, and ſatisfaction of 
Chrift; and almoſt every article of the Chriſtian faith? 
How ſincere an Anthropomorphite is, in believing his 
Cod corporeal, like part of himſelf? How fincere an An- 
tinemian may be, in believing, that Chriſt died, that we 
might be delivered from the law as a rule; and fo live 
as we hiſt? Would profeſſion of Srcerity in ſuch horrid MW tt 
"Maſphemy, entitle men to the diſtinguiſned privileges of 
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f ſhon. Without knowledge of theſe, his heart cannot 


the children of Chriſt? Or would it excuſe a man, that 
he hath provoked God to give him up to ffirong deluſions, 
that he may believe lies? or that the corruption and 
pride of lis heart hath ſo attached him to error, that he 
cannot conceive or believe, what God has plainly reveal» 
ed in his world? ANGELS ee e 
May not even the rejection of the plan of church · go- 
vernment, dictate by God in his ſacred oracles, be it 
Preſbyterian, Prelatic, or whatever it will, be ſo cir+- 
cumſtantiate, as to render it criminally ſcandalous ? If 
your ſervant, Amelius, contrary to your order, contrary 
to his promiſe and oath, and for his own gain, ſhould 
ſell off, or exchange for worſe, your corns; your cattle; 
would you think, there was nothing in it? Would you 
ſill think, he was a good, honeſt, ſerious ſaint? Would 
you cheerfully admit him, as ſuch, without any pro- 
feſſion of repentance and reſolution of amendment, to 
the Chriſtian feaſt? Would you not rather ſay, Be his 
ſtate as it will, he is a /candalous, perjured thief, And, 
Sir, are not the leaſt truths and commands of God, re- 
Jative to the diſcipline and government of his church, of 
as much importance, as your cattle, and coras? Hath 
not he expreſsly required me, to buy the truth, and ſell 
it not; and to contend earneſtly for the faith once de- 
livered to the ſaints (a)? Can there, then, be no fing 
no ſcandal; in felling, in denying, and rejecting them, 
for my own carnal advantage; or in exchanging. them 
for the inventions of men? If, by national covenant; #77 
by ordination-vows ; by ſolemn adherence to a'confeſkan |) 
of faith; I am engaged to maintain ſuch divinely pre- 
ſcribed form of church-government; can I, without 
ſcandal, at once diſobey my Maker, my Saviour; frau- 
dulently fell, or exchange, his blood-ratified truths ; 
and violate my folemn vow ? If ſuch as ſwear to their: 
temporal hurt, upon changing, are excluded from tbke 
hill of God; - ought theſe who change, when they ſwear | 
to their profit and duty, to be cheerfully admitted? .* 3 $018 
Without knowledge of the fundamental truths of the 8 1 
Chriſtian faith; no man can make any Cbriſtiau con- it | 
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be good; he can have no hope, God will not have mercy 


Wilt; on him; he cannot diſcer the Lord's. body. If he par- : 
JI take of the holy banquet, he eats and drinks damnation l 
t himſelf, He muſt not then be admitted (4). Indeed » 
wr a perſon, weak in his intellects, but tender and circum- d 
} ſpect in his life, may be admitted upon a ſmaller degree 4 
of knowledge, than one whoſe natural intelle& is more n 
vigorous, but his life leſs circumſpect. The reaſon is; 1 


more of the powerful influence of goſpel-truth, and leſs 
evidence of ſloth, appear in the caſe of the former, than 
in that of the latter. In like manner, one educate in the 

- Lutheran or Greek church, if ſufficiently atteſted in life, 
might be occaſionally admitted to partake with us, though 
ignorant of, or even prejudiced againſt ſome divine truths, 
not fundamental, which are publicly eſpouſed by us: 
The reaſon is, his particular church has. not, for. ages 
paſt, enjoyed the. ſame degree of light into ſome divine 
truths ; nor made, preciſely the ſame explicit eſpouſal 
of them, as ours, He may, notwithſtanding,. bz/d f, 
i eubereunto he hath attained; in which caſe, him that is 
11 | aveak in the faith, receive ye, ſaith God, but not to doubt» 
1. ul diſputations, _ 
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But, how is the adult intrant to full communion with 
the Chriſtian church, to profeſs his faith? Is a ſimple 
| adherence to the ſcripture ſufficient ? Muſt he declare his 
' adherence to ſome human creed or confeſſion of faith? 
//!' _Or muſt he ſwear a certain form of covenant- bond? You, 
þ 1 Amelius, extol the firſt, as entirely ſafe, and freeing 
| the eonſcienee from ecclcfiaſticetyrrany. To me, it ap- 
1 pears quite unſatis factory. An ideot, or ignorant, may 
| l : profeſs an adherence to the ſacred text, while he knows 

? 

| 

| 


nothing of its contents, Iz ſecures not againſt human 
1!!! impoſition, unleſs the candidate. reſtrict his adherence to 
the divine originals, in Hebrew and Greek; which few 
could either give, or receive, with judgment. Nor 
10 | could even ſuch adherence give any ſatisfaction; unleſs 

te candidate explained, in what ſenſe he. underſtood a 
Ii! -multitude of particular texts. Socinians, Arians,, Sa- 
{' _ bellians, Anthropomorphites, Pelagians, Arminians, An- 
| - tinomians, having wreſted the ſcripture, pretend an adhe- 
4 I; Io E on 5 "=o | | ; ; 

{a) Prov. xi 2. Il n. 11. 1Cer. X. ½ĩr«˙ )“n»ꝛ 
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rence to it, as the only rule of their faith and practice. 
Yet what a church; rather what a ſynagogue of Satan, 
would a mixed collection of them make? What peculiar 
doctrine of Chriſtianity ; what principle of natural or 


the unite body? 
To give a dompendion view, of the leading 


volumes; to repreſent the analogy of faith, and aſſiſt to- 
wards peruſing the ſcripture with underſtanding ; to ex- 


| hibit the heavenly truths, in expreſs oppoſition to damn- 
„ able errors, ſprung up in the church; to mark to the 
h world, the common ſentiments of a church, that they 
„ may join her with judgment; to point out to her mem- 
„ bers, what they ought to be well rooted and grounded 
es ia; and to promote her purity and peace; a ſound con- 
rss ros is extremely uſeful and neceſſary, The divine 
al Spirit approves it. He charges to hold faſt the ogg" of 
ty ſound words (a). Few, or none, will diſſent, but ſuch 
ss abhor reſtriction, from divulging their error with ap- 
. plauſe. So the thief hates the watchful cur, who alarms 
© the family, to prevent the pillage of their houſe. But as 
th every creed, every confeſſion of faith, is of human com- 
ple poſure; to deny the ſeals of God's covenant to a man, 
my however / circumſtantiate, merely becauſe he could. not 
h? underſtand, or would not ignorantly approve, ſome par- 
Us Wiicular phraſe thereof, appears marked with tyrrany over 
ing ne conſcience; and a thruſting of an human eſſay into 
me ſtation of God's ſacred. word, whoſe rectitude and 


nay uuth, I muſt believe, whether I underſtand i it or not, 


na" being adopted, in a ſolemn appeal to the Moſt High; it 
% Wis demonſtrably evident, that, except they be ſo. plain, 
few Was every one, admittable to the Lord's table, may under- 
Nor Wltand chem; except the things ſworn to, or againſt, be 
15 ſo plainly commanded, or forbidden, in the heavenly o- 


racles; as every, even the weakeſt Chriſtian, may per- 


Sa“ Neeive it; to impoſe the ſwearing thereof, as a. term of 
An” ſacramental admiſſion, would be highly criminal; would 

dhe- N render the Ween fig of lwearing! without truth, | 
der Gere. W bs, e e > 


e 
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revealed religion, would not be overturned by ſome of 5 


Y 

d points of 
? the Chriſtian religion, which lie diſperſed in the facred 
n 


With reſpe&'to .covenant- bonds, their expreſs words 


judgments. 
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At what hazard, then, ſhould men turn it into a ſtated, 
ordinary term of admiſſion, to the Lord's table? Would 
not this be, to behave as /2rds over, not as ſervants in 
God's houſe? . 


or confeſſion of faith; or the ſwearing of any human- 
formed covenant- bod, give proper ſecurity, concerning 


tam of what he avows: or has ſubtlety enough to un- 


from that avowed by the church. On the whole it plain- 
1y follows, that no man ought to be admitted to full 
communion with the viſible church, without a thorough 
examination; in which he is called to mark his know- 


his adherence to a ſound confeſhon of faith; or ſwear « 
| Jawful covenant; the former is certainly ever agree- 


all ſaints, all that love our Lord Jeſus, and have commu- 
nion with him, are to be admitted, without any more ado. 
But my friend's habitual practice, long ago tempted me, 
to ſuſpe@ him an unbeliever of that article of our creed, 


|  cumſpett ſaints, Contrary to your. Maſter's precept, 


not you ſeparate the 


| 4 n 
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judgment, or righteouſneſs, a frequent term of Chriſtian 
fellowſhip, at the holy feaſt, How ſhocking the thought! 
Beſides, public covenanting is, every where in ſcrip- 
ture, repreſented as a voluntary, an occaſional; duty, 


Moreover, how could a ſimple adherence to a creed 


a man's faith, or obedience? He is perhaps quite igno- | 


derſtand the phraſes; thereof, in a ſenſe very different, 


ledge; coafeſs his faith; and profeſs his reſolution of 
obedience, in his own words. If bereon, it appear, he 
can, with underſtanding and candour, ſolemnly declare 


able; nor, in ſome caſes, is the latter improper. 
To ſtate admiſſion to the new-covenant ſeals, upon a 
clear foundation, you, Amelius, have oft inſiſted, That 


concerning the #oLy catholic church, and communion / ill 
SAINTS, It rather proves, you are for the communion Pro 
all innert. Him that cometh unto you. for admiſſion, WM | 


eſpecially if endowed with worldly: power and wealth, {MW 2 
you in no wiſe caſt out: perſons brutiſhly ignorant; ne- © © 
glecters of the worſhip of God in ſecret, and in their fa- W „ 


mily; profaners of God's name and Sabbath; habitual “ t 


drunkards; and notorious whoremongers; you admit I a 


with the ſame marks of cheerfulneſs, as if the moſt cir- v 


why do you give that auhich is holy to dogs ? Why do Thi 
Frecious from the vile? Why do 
gs 8 '* $552 0 


* 
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an you not return, and diſcern between him that feareth. 


+ Wl God, and him that feareth him not; that you may be 
p- his mouth to the people? Ah, what open enemies of 
Chriſt, you thus bid God ſpeed, in going up to crucify. 
d, him afreſh, and eat and drink damnation to themſelves, 
ald not diſcerning the Lord's body! When you, Sir, whoſe 
in I lips ſhould keep knowledge, by admitting to the ſacred 
ſeals, multitudes of habitual and open tranſgreſſors, 
ed practically declare your hopes, they may be in covenant 
an- with God; all his children by faith in Chriſt Feſus ; 
ing what numbers you harden in their ſinful courſe, and 
no- ſtate! In contradiction to your Maſter, how loud you 
proclaim, that wide is the gute, and broad is the way, 
that leadeth unto life, and few there be that miſs it! 
What numbers, juſt now in hell, curſe you, for giving 
them prompt acceſs to eat and drink their endleſs ruin! 
Dropping theſe tremendous hints; to found a title 
of admiſſion to theſe holy ſeals, upon real ſaintſhip, love 
to Chriſt, and communion with him, to me appears al- 
together abſurd, How can theſe ſecret, theſe deep hid- 
den things, be the foundation, the credentials, of ad- 
miſſion to a public ordinance? Theſe things alway re- 
main with every regenerate perſon, If they are the 
foundation of admiſſion, we muſt welcome the faint to 
the ſacred feaſt, though beſotted with drink, as Noah; 
though defiled with inceſt, as Lot; juſt involved in mur- 
der, as David; wallowing in whoredom, as Solomon; 
or with curſes and oaths denying his Maſter, as Peter. 
If you ſay, they muſt, before admiſſion, repent of their 
ſcandals, your preſent ſentiment is overturned ; and ad- 
miſſion founded not upon ſaintſhip, but on an outward 
profeſſion, and converſation becoming the goſpel. 
Heartily I agree with our excellent Confeſſion, * That 
all ſaints being united to one another in. love, have 
communion in each other's gifts, and graces; and are 
obliged to the performance of ſuch duties, as conduce: 
to their MUTUAL GooD. All ſaints by profeſſion, 
are bound to maintain an KoLY FELLOWSHIP in the 
'* worſhip of God, and in performing ſuch ſpiritual fer- 
* vices, as tend to their MUTUAL EDIFICATION.” 
This ſentiment, long uncontradicted in Britain, but 
chiefly the inſpired oracle, that all. things are a 
; "" SY 
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but all things are not expedient ;- all things are lawful, ſe 
| but all things edify not; let all things be done to the uſe WM th 
of edifying ; withdraw from every brother that walketh 
_ diforderly (a) ; with ſuch an one, no not to eat; if duly WM fo 
pondered, would diſpoſe you to a more favourable view, MW co 
of the demurring to admit to the holy ſeals, in ſome cir- {MW vo 
cumſtances, perſons we believe to be ſaints. Suppoſe, MW it 
Sir, you reckoned the whole nation, yourſelf not except- MW mi 
ed, deep ſworn to oppoſe the abominations of Antichriſt, no 
would you cheerfully admit a Papiſt, whom you account- th 
ed a ſaint? Would you eſteem his reſolute ſupporting of in 
the man of fin, no degree of ſcandal ? Would your cheer- MW if 
ful admiſhon of him in his impenitency, conduce to con - de 
vince him of the evil of Popery? Rather, would it not is 
confirm him in thinking well of it; and thus render you Ge 
a partaker in Babylon's fins and plagues? Suppoſe you Ci 
believed Preſbyterian government founded on the word fin 
of God; and the whole nation by folemn oath bound to ob 
maintain it: ſuppoſe you believed perſons intruded into ga 
the paſtoral function, climbed up ſome other way than Is 
by the door, and were ſpiritual thieves and robbers -. ſup- MW ſuc 
| Poſe you eſteemed ſuch miniſters, aa are habitually in- co1 
dolent and unfaithful in what is good, but active and ap} 
obſtinate in overturning the cauſe of God, to be guilty of MW ſer 


ſcandal; would you reckon it no way offenſive to con- uſi 


temn ſaid government; or obſtinately to cleave to ſuch a . cor 
_ paſtor, as a faithful miniſter? Would you reckon the MW ſta 
ready admiſſion of him that did ſo, a means to convince dei 
him of his guilt ? If it did not, would it prove an holy and GC 
edifying fellowſhip to him? Or if it hardened others in 
- any thing ſinful, tempting them to think contemptibly of 
ſome point of reformation, or favourably of ſome defec- 
tion; if, at the ſame time, it grieved ſome of the more 
| circumſpect in the congregation, in which he was admit- 
ted; if too, he had open acceſs and full freedom to re- 
ceive the ſacraments elſewhere; could it conduce to an | 
" HOLY and EDIFYING fellowſhip, to admit him with ſtis 
you? For the admiſſion of one or two ſaints, Who have W He 
full freedom and acceſs elſewhere to receive theſe ſacred MW fat 


- (4 1-Cor. x. 23 and vi. 


; - . | * : | | . : SE = 
| 12. and xiv. 26 2 Thell. iii. 6. * 
x Cor. v. 16 BO n 29 Tab $722) 
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d, ſeals, could it be expedient or holy; to harden ſome in 
fe their ſin, to grieve the heart of others more tender, or 
1þ do introduce diſturbance into a congregation ? To do this 
ly for the ſake of one or two ſaints, who in ſome things live 
W, contrary to the laws of Heaven, and their own ſolemn 
r- WW vow, would it be holy, expedient, or edifying? Would 
ſe, it prove an holy and edifying fellowſhip, ſhould you ad- 
t- mit ſuch to theſe ſacred ſeals, whom, in caſe of the moſt 
ſt, notorious ſcandal, immediately after, you could do no- 
nt- thing to cenſure? If an indifferent practice, ſuch as eat- 
of WM ing of fleſh, is to be forborne, while the world ſtandeth, 
er- if it make our brother offend; if by it, we grieve, we 
n · MW deſtroy our weak brother, for whom Chriſt died (a) ; how 
10t is it poſſible, he who does any thing, not commanded of 
ou God, which tends to ſtumble or grieve any of his fellow 
ou Chriſtians, can be free of ſome degree of ſcandal ; ſome 
rd in againſt Chriſt ? Suppofe he be a ſaint, is not his dif-" 
to MW obedience to God, his cruelty to his brother, his diſre- 
nto MW gard of the peace of the church, a conſiderable crime? 
an ls he very worthy of the communion of ſaints, who in 
up- ſuch caſes, if he has a faith of liberty, does not at Chriſt's 
in- command #eep it to himſelf (5)? On the whole, to me it 
nd appears, no term of Chriſtian fellowſhip, not ſtated in 
of ſcripture, is ever to be impoſed; or car, without Popiſh ' 
on- uſurpation of the power of Chriſt, and tyrrany over the 
ha conſciences of men: and that, eſpecially in a broken 
the MW ſtate of the church, no ſmall prudence is neceſſary to or- 
nce der her fellowſhip ſo, as may beſt promote the glory of 
and MW God, and the holineſs and edification of men. a 
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LETTER v. 


A Lready we have ſeen, there muſt be, there is, a 3 $411 
H particular government divinely inſtitute in the Chri= 3! 

ſian church; that Jeſus Chriſt alone is her ſovereign 
Head; that her members muſt be ſuch as profeſs their 
fant and obedience to him, and their children, It is 
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proper, Amelius, we next explore, what power and pri- 
vileges aredivinely conferred on her; and to whom. 
That all eccleſiaſtic power and authority is, by our a- 
dored Redeemer, bellowed, for the advantage of his 
whole church, no member excepted, is clearly marked 
in the ſacred volumes. For edification ; for building her 
up on him, her ſole foundation ; for bringing her mem- 


bers to the ſtature of his fulneſs, are apoſtles, evangeliſts, 


paſtors, teachers, and every other officer, therein appoint- 


ed (a). Their power is given them for edification, not 


for deſtruction; they have no power againſt the truth, 
but for the truth (b), For edification, is every one of 
her ordinances calculate. The word read and preached, 
is to turn men from darkneſs to light ; from the power of 
Satan to God ; that by faith they may receive remiſſion of 
fins, and an inheritance among them that are ſancti- 


fied (c). The ſacraments are to ſeal up men 10 the day of 


redemption (d). Offenders are to be admoniſhed, that 


they may be gained from their ſin and danger to the 


Lord; are to be rebuked, that others may fear to do 


wickedly; and that wavering minds may be ſound in the 


FGith(e). Obſtinate tranſgreſſors are to be excommuni- 
cate, that their fleſh, their corruption, may be deſtroy- 
ed; and their ſpirit or ſdul ſaved in the day of the Lord; 
and the chureh preſerved from defilement (7). Peni- 


tents are to be abſolved, that they be not /avallowed up 


of evermuch ſorrow (g). Theſe ordinances, all of them, 
are therefore invaluable privileges purchaſed with a Sa- 
vicur's blood; and given to the church: to them, each 


of her members, as need requires, has an undoubted 
right. Every member has a right to perform the duties 


of prayer, reading the word of God, meditation, private 


reproof, and the like. Hechas a right to try the dqQrine | 


and practice of teachers, that he may not believe every 
ſpirit (%): a right to prove what he reads or hears, by 
the word-of God, that he may hold faſt that which is 
god (i). Every member, adult and blameleſs, has a 


* 
, 


(5) Eph. iv. Ih 13. () 2 Cor xiii. & 10. 0 Acts 


Avi. 17. 18. (4) 1 Pet iii. 21. () Matth. xviii. 13.18. 
I Tim. v. 20. Tit. i. 23. (J) 1 Cor. v. 5. 7. 13 (g) 2 Cor. 
it. 7. (5). 2 Jebn iv. 1. ) Ads xvii. 11. 1 Theſſ. v. 27. 
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Let. 5. Of private Chriſtiant privileges and power. Ft 
power to chuſe the church- officers who are immediately 
to rule over him; and thus mark out the perſon, he 


; judges proper to ſaltain power of office from Chriſt, to 

: govern-him-(a). a 

| Is therefore the power of aathority lodged i in the com- 

: munity or general body of the faithful, ſeparate from, or 

2 connected with church-officers? Ir is not. No ſuch 

5 power was given them by Chriſt, while on earth. If it 

7 had, the apoſtles ſhould have derived their power from 

1 the people; ; the founders of the Chriſtian church ſhould 

's have been conſequenti] to, and empowered by her, Con- 

f Wl trary to a multiplicity of ſcriptures, they had been /r . 
, WW apo/tler of men, not of Jeſus Chriſt (5), That no ſuch » 1) 
} | 


power was lodged in the people, after the apoſtles re- 
ceived their miſſion, is no leſs manifeſt. Church- office rs 
- "i were ſtill divinely termed the ambaſſadort, flewards, mi- 
f niſters of Chriſt (c). They are marked to derive their 
office immediately from him; never from the people. 
Chriſt, not the people, is marked to GuV them; mark- 
ed tos E them in the church, to make them over/eers (d). 

In his, not the peoples name, they are commanded to 
at, To nim, not to the people, muſt they, at lat, give 
an account (e). 

No where does the ſacred page repreſent we Chriſtian 
people, as poſſeſſed of, or warranted to exerciſe any of- 
ſice- power in the church. Not they, but her paſtors, 
have power to preach the 2 for how, ſaith God, 
Hall they preach, except they be ſent? except they be 
called of God from among their brethren, a, was 
Aaron (J)? Not the people, but their paſtors, have power 
to adminiſter the ſacraments, theſe myſteries of God. 
This is connected with preaching (g). Not the private 
members of the church, but her officers, are divinely 
warranted to ordain others, preſbyters, or deacons. Ti- 
mothy was ordained, not by the people, but by the /ay- 
ng on: * * hands i the JO: Elders in the 
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1 Aas! i. 15. 26. and vl. 2.— f. and xiv. 23. (0 Gal. 
1. Matth. XXVIil. 18.---20. John xx. 21.---23, Luke vi. 15 
Mark xvi, 15. (e) 2 Cor. v. 19. 20. 1 Cor. iv. 1.2. (4) Eph. 
iy. 8.—— Tt, 1 Cor. xii. 28. Acts x«. 28. 29. (e) Matth. xvlii. 
19. Heb. xiit. 17. 18. () Rom. x. 5. Hoh. v. 4 5 
(9. 1 Cor.! iv. I. Mark xvi. be 16. | 
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32 On the government of the Chriſtian church. 


church were ordained, not by the people, but by Paul 

and Barnabas, Deacons were ordained, not by the mul- 
. titude of believers, but by the apoſtles. To ordain preſ- 
byters and deacons, were Timothy and Titus left in 
places, or ſent long journeys (2). How abſurd this, if 
the multitude of believers could have done it themſelves! 
Not the people, but their church-officers, are divinely 
marked, and required, to cenſure the ſcandalous, or ab- 

ſolve the penitent. To the apoſtles, and their ſucceſſors, 
it was given, to bind and to loofe the offenders (b). The 
 excommunication of the inceſtuous Corinthian, was in- 
flicted, not by the AT L, but by the many, or the cuter 
ONES, the rulers, as the original word ſignifies, Paul 
the apoſtle, delivered Alexander and Hymeneus to Sa- 
tan. Titus the evangeliſt, not the people, is empower- 
ed to rejeR, or excommunicate, the obſtinate ad 
tic (c). 

No where in ſeripture, are the gifts neceſſary . ec- 
cleſiaſtic office, promiſed, or marked as given, to the 
Whole body of the faithful, Experience ſhews, how 
many of them are deſtitute thereof: how. few apt to 
teach : how few able rightly to divide the word of truth, 

and to convince gainſayers : how few capable to try the 
Jearning of miniſters; or to #ry falſe apoſtles, and find 
them liars, Scripture and experience ſhew, theſe gifts 
are promiſed to, and beſtowed upon the officers of the 
church. To theſe Jeſus hath promiſed his preſence, to 
aſſiſt them in baptizing, and in teaching his laws, fill the 


il It end of the world. The diſcipline of theſe, enacted on 


earth, if juſt, he hath promiſed to ratify in heaven. To 
theſe he hath intimate a miſſion, and bid receive the Holy 
Oba, to furniſh them for their work (d) 

No where in ſcripture, is_ the body of the Chriſtian 
people marked by ſach characters, as import authority 
0d odged in them. Never are they ſtiled paſtors, elders, 
over ſeert, *rulers, guides, governments, &c. Inſtead 
hereof, they are charaderized as the Jock, watched over 


0 1 Tim. iv. 14. Acts xiv. 23- ad vi. 3. 6. Tit. i. 1 Tim. 


iii. and v. 22. ) Matth. xviii. 18. andxvi. 19. ( 1 Cor. 


v. 4 2 Cor. 1.6. 1 Tim. i. 20 Tit. iii. 1. 65 Matth. 
xxviii. 19. 20. and xviii 19. John xx. 21231 Cor. xi. 
ol A iii. $+ | 4 
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and fed; the family overſeen ; the body governed - the 


perſons = in the Lord: and folemaly are they char- 


ged to know, Honour, obey, and ſubmit to their ſhepherds, 
overſeers, governors, guides (a2. 

What ſhocking abſurdity ſhould the Jodging of all 
church-power in the community of the faithful produce! 
All ſhould be rulers; none remain to be ruled. Rulers 


ſhould have rule; and yet over nothing at all. Thus, 
the church, herſelf, becomes ſteward of the myſteries 


of God; and none is left, to whom they can be diſpen- 


fed. If ſaintſhip, myſtical union with Chriſt, is the chan- 


nel of receiving this power; children, who know not 
their right hand from the left; women, who are divinely 
diſcharged to ſpeak in 1he charch ; muſt have from Chriſt, 
a power equal with any, to rule in her; and to diſpenſe 


the ordinances of the goſpel; for children and women 
may be as truly ſaints as others; in Chriſt there is nei» 


ther male, nor female, Or ſhould all the Chriſtian 
people, but adult males, be excluded from rule; the 


power is no more lodged in the community of the faith- 


ful, but in a repreſentative church of adult males. And 
what then ſhall be the channel of conveying this power 
to the adult males? Where is the ſacred oracle affirm- 
ing, that adult manhood gives pne a peculiar relation to 


Chriſt, or his church? Should 1 add, into what ineu- 
rable diforder and diviſion, ſhall lodging of all churcbh- 


power in the people, throw the followers of Chriſt? 
How ſhall they, either negle& government, or be drawn 


off from their buſineſs, to judge of what is-above their, 
reach? women and children to try and ordain paſtors 


to try ſubtile heretics ; and, if obſtinate, caſt them out 


of the church? If the Chriſtian people of every congre- 


gatian, poſſeſs a fulneſs of this power; how abſurdly doth 
the infallible Spirit repreſent all-Curiltians, as oxx Bopy, 


whole members depend one upon another; as a cir Ye] 
or CAMP, whoſe parts are mutually connected and de- 


perdeat? What a wide door is this opened for; what 
lafety ſecured toy ſubtile blaſphemers, crafty heretics >/ 


Should the erroneous deceiver decoy the greater part of 


00 Aas xx 28. 1 Theff v. 12. 1 Tim. v. 17. "Heb-xi i. 
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His, hearers to his fide; how ſhall. the reſidue repreſs 
him? how ſhall they caſt him out of the church? If the 
paſtor, elders, or deacons, fall. into error, or ſcandal; 
how improper, At none ſhould. be their judges, their 
cCorrectors, but their ſpiritual pupils and children; theſe, 
perhaps, moſtly infected, or biaſſed? What hope of re- 
formation here ! Again, ſuppoſe a whole congregation, 
though buy of eight or ten perſons, fall into grievous er- 
ror, or ſcandal; there is no. eccleſiaſtic means left to 

reclaim them. They are totally independent, on all the 
zeſt of the Chriſtian world. Enquire, my friend, into 
the caſe of the Engliſh independent churches in Scotland; 
and ſee ſuch confuſions as theſe, verified in experience, 
to ſuch noted degrees, as may give us an everlaſting diſ- 

guſt of the ſcheme, 2 


w 


LETTER vt. 


HAT the civil magiſtrate is the vicegerent of God, 
it in the government of every thing civil, inſpiration 
| affirms: that he ſhould be the ſlave of church-rulers, 
7 obliged implicitly to ratify their deciſions, antichriſt, 
not ſcripture or reaſon, allows. Whatever authority, 
Aſa, Jehoſhaphat, Hezekiah, and: Joſiah, exerciſed to- 
wards the Jewiſn; the ſame may he, in every age, ex- 
_erciſe, with reſpect to the chrillian church. As a nur- 
Ang father, a miniſter of God, he is empowered to pro- 
tect, patronize, and encourage her; that her members 
way live quietly, in all gedlineſs and honey. By tte 
exerciſe of his civil power in her favour, he is to pre- 
vent, or aboliſh, perſecution, profaneneſs, idolatry, ſu- 
perſtition, bereſy ; and whatever elſe tends to the ex- 
ternal hindrance of the pure worſhip of God (a). He is 
to maintain for her, her fulneſs of ſpiritual privileges, 
granted by Chiiſt: is to promote the public adminiſtra- 
t. on of, and proper attendance on, every ordinance of the: 


() If xlix. 23. and lx. ro. 16. Rom. xiii. 3. 4. 1 Tim. ii. 2. 
2 Chin. xv. g. 16. and XVII. 35-10. and xxxl. 1. and x XXIII. 15. 


2 Hngs xVill, 4 and xxIli. 3 
by glorious 


_ 
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Pn ry. Hle is to ſupply with TLAexs, for that 
end; and with maintenance, for faflors and teachers (a). 


To regulate the external affairs of the church, in a po- 


litical or civil manner, is his undoubted province. In 
this method, he is empowered to reform her corruptions 


in doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, or government: for this 


end he may indict and call ſynods of church - officers, to 
ſettle, and govern her matters, according to the word 
of God (5). As head of a civil family, he may appoint _ 
public faſts and thankſgivings, as the circumſtances of 
his dominions require (c). With his civil authority, he 
ought to enforce the laws of Chriſt ; and ſuch eecleſiaſtie 
. ſtatutes of church officers, as he 200 warranted there- 


by. By it he may compel her rulers and members, to 
an external performance of their duty: and is to puniſh 
every groſs and open violation of the divine law, ante 


death, or to. baniſhment, or to impriſonment, or to con - 
fiſcation of goods, &c. (d). This power of the magi- 
ſtrate, about the affairs of the Chriſtian church, is that 
of a nur/ing father, to help; not to hurt her, to add to, 


A or confirm, her privileges diſponed to her by Chriſt ; not 
fn to intrench on, or bereave her thereof; It is to be EX» 
, erciſed in a civil manner over church members, as belong- 
t. ing to the ſtate; not in a ſpiritual, or over them as * 
„ are members of the myſtical body of Chriſt (e). 

* That no magiſtrate, as ſuch, has any ſairitgal power 
10 or authority, over the Chriſtian church, ſhines with ar 
r= bunden evidence 1 in the ſacred word.“ * Not to the magi- 
02 5 | J 
1% (a) 2 Chron. xv. Al and xx. geg and xxiv. TY XXX 
re XXX1V, XXXV- Chap, Deut. xvii. 18.---20. 1 Chron. xxii. to XXV1- 
chap. 2 Chron. xxxi. 4----8. and xxxiv. 8. --13. Neh. x11, 10. — 14. 
27 0) Exod. xxxii. Joſh. xxiv. 2 Kings xviit- and xxiii. 2 Chron 
u- XV. XVII. xix. Ce. chaps” 0 1 Sam. vi 6 2 Chron. xx. 3. 
Xe Ezra Viil. 21. Jer. xxXvi. 6. Jon, iii. 7 (4) 2 Chron. xv. zxxiv- 
10 and xxx v. chap. Neh. xiii: Dau. iii- 28. 29. and vi. 26 23. 
| 2 Chron. xxix. 5. 24. and xxx. r. 2 Kings xvili. 6. Deut. xvii. 
ges, 18.---20. 1 Kings ii. 26. 27. Ezra vii. 26. 7. Deut xxi 8.21. 
ra- Gen. ix. 6. Numb. xxxv. 30.344. Job xxxi. 9. 11. Lev. xx. 
the r 25. Exod. xxii. 1.— 15. Deut. xix. 16. and xiii. 1 · 6. and 
EY xVii 1. 8. Lev. xvii. 2.8. 2 Chron. xv. 13. 16. Job xWii. 
. 26.— 28. Kev. xxiv. . 16. Dan. iii. 29. Numb. xv. 30.36. 
15 Rom. iii. 3. 4. 1 Pet. ii. 13. 14. H eb. x. 28. (e) II. xlix. 23. 
2 x Fim. il. 2. _ + 3 $a et, 
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His, hearers to his ſide; how ſhall. the reſidue repreſs 
him? how ſhall they caſt him out of che church? If the 
paſtor, elders, or deacons, fall into error, or ſcandal; 
how improper, theft none ſhould. be their judges, their. 


cCorrectors, but their ſpiritual pupils and children; theſe, 


perhaps, moſtly infected, or biaſſed? What hope of re- 


formation here! Again, ſuppoſe a whole congregation, 
though buy of eight or ten perſons, fall into grievous er- 
| Tor, or ſcandal; there is no eccleſiaſtic means left to 
reclaim them, They are totally independent, on all the 


xcſt of the Chriſtian world. Enquire, my friend, into 


the caſe of the Engliſh independent churches in Scotland; 


and ſee ſuch confuſions as theſe, verified in experience, 


to ſuch noted degrees, as may give us an everlaſting diſ- 


gult of the ſcheme, 


* 


LETTER Vi. 


HAI the civil magiſtrate is the vicegerent of God, 
in the government of every thing civil, inſpiration 


Il affirms: that he ſhould be the ſlave of church- rulers, 
! obliged implicitly to ratify their decifions, antichriſt, 


not ſcripture or reaſon, allows. Whatever authority, 


Aſa, Jehoſhaphat, Hezekiah, and Joſiah, exerciſed to- 
_ wards the Jewiſh; the ſame _ he, in every age, ex- 


erciſe, with reſpect to the Chriſtian. church. As a zur- 


Ang father, a miniſter of God, he is empowered to pro- 


tect, patronize, and encourage her; that her members 


way live quietly, in all gedlineſs and honefly. By the 
exerciſe of his civil power in her favour, he is to pre- 
vent, or aboliſh, perſecution, profaneneſs, idolatry, ſu- 
perſtition, bereſy ; and whatever elſe tends to the ex- 


ternal hindrance of the pure worſhip of God (a). He is 
to maintain for her, her fulneſs of ſpiritual privileges, 
granted by Chiiſt: is to promote the public adminiſtra- 
t. on of, and proper attendance on, every ordinance of the 


I xlix. 23. and 1x, 70. 16. Rom. xiii. 3. 4 1 Tim. ii. 2. 
2 Chien. xv. f. 16. and vil. 3. - 10. and xxxl. 1. and xxxIi. 15. 
2 Kan 28 X \ 111. 4 and NI. 3 | 


gloricus 


dus 
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of a nur/ing father, to help; not to hurt her, to add to, 


*, 


n e, le is to ſupply with yLActs, for that 
end; and with, maintenance, for paftors and teachers (a). 


To: regulate the external affairs of the church, in a po- 
litical or civil manner, is his undoubted province. In 

this method, he is empowered to reform her corruptions 
in doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, or government: for this 


end he may indict and call ſynods of church - officers, to 


ſettle, and govern her matters, according to the word 


of God (5). As head of a civil family, he may appoint 
public faſts and thankſgivings, as the circumſtances of 
his dominions require (c). With his eivil authority, he 
ought to enforce the laws of Chriſt ; and ſuch eecleſiaſtie 
ſtatutes of church · officers, as he Gnds warranted there- 


by. By it he may compel her rulers and members, o 
an external performance of their duty: and is to puniſh 


every groſs and open violation of the divine law, unte 
death, or to. baniſhment, or to impriſonment, or to con- 


fiſcation of goods, &c. (d). This power of the magi- 


ſtrate, about the affairs of the Chriſtian church, is that 


or confirm, her privileges diſponed to her by Chriſt z not 
to intrench on, or bereave her thereof; It 1s to be ex · 
erciſed in a civil manner over church- members, as belong- 


ing to the ſtate; not in, a ſpiritual, or over them as ey 


are members of the myſtical body of Chriſt (e777. 

That no magiſtrate, as ſuch, has any ſpiritual power 
or authority, over the Chriſtian church, ſhines with ar 
bundant evidence in the ſacred word. . Not to the Magi» 


0 2 Chron. xv. 3 and. * Phe and xxix. xXx. xxxi. 


XXX1V. XxXV. Chap, Deut. xvii. 18.---20. . 1 Chron. xxii. to XXV1- 
chap. 2 Chron. xxxi. 4----8. and xxxiv. 8. 13. Neh. viii. 10.— 14. 
) Exod. xxxIi. Joſh. xxiv. 2 Kings xviit- and xxili. 2 Chron 
AV. xvii. xix. Cc. cha (00 1 Sam. vii 6 2 Chron. xx. 3. 


Ezra viii. 21. Jer. xxxvi. 6. Jon. iii. 7, ) 2 Chron. xv. Ax iv. 
and xxx v. chap. Neh. xiii Dan. iii- 28. 29. and vi. 26 23. 


2 Chron. xxix. 5. 24. and xxx 1- 2 Kings xviii. 6. Deut. xvit- 


18.---20. 1 Kings 11. 26. 27. Ezra vil. 26. 7. Deut xxi 8.21. 


Gen. ix. 6. Numb. xxxv. 20.34. Job xxxi. 9. 11. Lev. xx. 


b. 25. Exod. xxli. 1. 15. Deut. xix. 16. and xiji. 1. . 6. and 


xvii 1. 8. Lev. xvii. 2.8. 2 Chron. xv. 13. 16. Job xx. 
26.— 28. Lev. xxi v. 15. 16. Dan. 111. 29. Numb. xv. 30.36. 
Rom. Kit. 3. 4. 1 Pet. ii. 13. 225 * X. 28. (e) II. xlix. 23. 
Tim. il. 2. * E 
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36 nnn of the Clriffian c hure 5. | 
ſtrate; but to his apoſtles, and their ſucceſſors, Jefin 
gave the le, of the kingdom of heaven ; the power of 
eccleſiaſtic order and government (2). Nor was then, 
any civil prince, to whom they could be given. Not to 
che Jewiſh ; who were violent perſecutors of Chriſt and 

His cauſe 3 and from whom the ſceptre was juſt depart- 


: not to the Heathen; who were not members of his 1 
church; but open enemies to him and his intereſt : not 0 
to the Chriſtian; who had v0 exiſtence, till hundreds of 0 
years after. t 

For various ages, white tires continued denden r 
and bloody perſecutors, was the whole power of the / 
Chhriſtian church exerciſed. The word was publicly a 
read and preached; the ſacraments diſpenſed; the un - if 
ruly admoniſhed ; the ſcandalous rebuked.; the obſtinate n 

tranſgreſſors excommunicate; the penitent abſolved; m 
preſbyters and deacons ordained ; ſynods convened; b 
and eccleſiaſtic decrees enacted (b). Can my Amelius ol 
inſtru, that the apoſtles, evangeliſts, and primitive ta 
preſbyters, herein uſurped the magiſtratical power? Or 
can he document, that, ſince their death, the power they to 
divinely received, was transferred to the mazilkrate! ? No, ſtr 
it is too abſurd to attempt. „ m. 

As ſuch, the magiſtrate i is no elan officer at all, Je 
Mo where I find him in the ſacred liſt of her rulers e). Ve 
Being a woman or child, he may be incapable of eccleſi - 20 
aſtic authority (4). Being an Heathen, he may not be e 
ſo much as a member: without God, without Chriſt, WM **< 
and without hope in the world ; not ſubject to our Me- MW 
diator as ſuch, not intereſted in his ling dem, which is 7 


wot of this world (e). ls this, my friend, a eres HEAD 
for the Chriſtian church? to; 

Nor is church · government dependent on, but co- ordi- 
nate with the civil; the church having as full power in 
—herſelf to regulate her affairs, as the fare has to regulate 


(a) Matth. xvi. 19, and xviii. 18. and xxyiii- RY a2 Johs v. 
XX. 21.—23. Acts iv. 2. 1 Tim, ni. 16. Acts xx. 7 Ni 
1 Cor. xi. a Acts ii. 41. 42. and vill. 12. Acts xii WM iii. 
1.3. and iv. 2 1 L im. iv. 14. Tit. j. „ Acts vi. 1.--6 f 
1 Tip. v 20. 1 Cor. * 1 Tim. 1. 20. 2 Cor. ii. 6-8. Ads Mi 
xv. and xvi. 4. (c) Rom. xii. 6- -8. 1 Cor. xii. 28. Eph. 0 
iv. 1. (7) Cor. xiv. 34 (e) Eph. i ii. 12. | | 


hers, 
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hers, independent of the church. The officers of the 


church are ſet over her, not by the ſtate ; but by the 
Holy Ghoſt : they are the miniſters, not of the ſtate; but 


of Chriſt - and are over private Chriſtians in the Lord (a). 
They are appointed to preach; diſpenfe ſacraments and 
cenſures, Ge. Which kings themſelves have no war- 
rant to perform (3). They are divinely commanded to 
execute their office, without waiting the magiſtrate's 
conſent ; nay, ſuppoſe he forbid, threaten, and puniſh for 


the ſame (c). To appeal from them, to him, as ſupe- 


rior judge, there is no ſhadow of warrant: the priefts 
lips ſhould keep knowledge, and we are to receive the law 


at his mouth : in his fentence, next to that of Jeſus him- 
ſelf, we muſt acquieſce : rhe ſpirits even of the prophets 


mult be ſubj ect to the prophets (d). Nay, if the higheſt 
magiſtrate. prove a diſorderly member of the church; 
her officers may withſtand and cenſure him, If he is 


obſtinate in wickedneſs; they may deliver him to Sa- 


tan (e). 


In many reſpects, church power and authority is al- 


together different, from the civil veſted in the magi- 
ſtrate : they differ in their object; their ſource ; their 
matter; their manner; their end. The church, the oh- 


ject of the former, is very different from the common- 
wealth, the object of the latter. She is Chriſt's body 

and ſpouſe ; not that of the magiſtrate (/). Her officers 
are appointed, choſen, and ordained by direction, and 
are the /fewardr and ambaſſadors, of Chriſt, not of the 


magiſtrate (g): and ſet up, not for civil; but ſpiritual 
ends, of preaching, praying, giving and receiving the 


ſacraments, &c, To confound the church and ſlate, is 


to give Jeſus the lie, who ſaid, My kingdom is not of this 


world (5), as every ſtate is. It is to infer, that where 
is no church, there can be no commonwealth : that 


60% Ads xx. 28. 1 Cor. iv. 1. 2. 1 Theſſ v. 12 ) Rom. 


* 15. 2 Chron. xxvi. 18. 19. (ch Acts iv. 19. 20 4 Cor. 


v. 5- Matth. xviii- y. Tit. wi. 10. (1) Mal. ii. 7. Deut. 


xVii, 8.16. 1 Cor. xiy. 32. Acts xv. and xvi. 4 (e) 2 Theſſ. 
ui. 6. Matth. xviii. 15.---18. (F) Eph. 1 22. and v. 25+ 


C Eph. iv. 8.---11. 1 Cor. xii. 28. Acts vi. 3. 4 and zii. 


- and xiv. 23. 1 Tim. iv. 14 1 Cor. iv. 1. 2 Cor. v. 20. 
0 John xvii. 36 2 nh 5 
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dlatorial head of his church (e). 


in the church (4). 


4. and i iv. 2. 
( Matth. xvi. 19. and xxvili. 18.— 20. 


3 John 9. 10. 
V. 13. 


38 on the government of the Criflian church. 


every member of a commonwealth, Mahometan, or pa- 
gan, is a member of the Chriltian church, and a diſ- 
ciple of Chriſt: that every officer of the church, by vir- 
tue of his office, is an officer of the ſtate. How glaring 


the abſurdity, the contradiction to ſeripture (a)! In its 
general nature, civil government flows from, and 7s ordain- 


"ed of God, as the Formes, the RULER of men; and the 


particular frame and offices thereof, are an ordinance of 
men (6). 


In its whole form and offices, the eccleſialtic 
flows from, and is appointed by Jeſus Chriſt, as the me- 
The authority of the 
magiſtrate is that of making civil ſtatutes ; of rewarding 
with temporal rewards; and of inflifting even on pen» 
tent tranſgreſſors, corporeal puniſhments ; fines, impri- 


ſonment, exile, death, ©c.; and it may lawfully reſide 
in the people; or in one perſon, man, woman, child, 


Heathen: and extends to Jews, Mahometans, Heathens, 
Chutch-power is that of preaching the goſpel ; diſpen- 
fing the ſacraments; infliction of ſpiritual and medicinal 
cenſures; always abſolving the penitent. It cannot be 
lodged, in the people; in a fingle perſon; in a woman; 
a child, or Heathen : and reſpeQs only ſuch as are with- 
In the exerciſe of civil power, we 
judge according to laws human, as well as divine; can 


enact new ſtatutes; employ only temporal rewards and 


puniſhments ; act as, or in the name of, ſupreme magi- 
ſtrates; and often by delegates. In the exerciſe of 


church- power, we muſt judge only according to the ſpi- 


ritual rule of God's word; can ena no new laws; mult 


_ employ only ſuch encouragements and diſcipline as affect the 
_ conſcience ; muſt act ſolely in the name of Chriſt ; can- 
not delegate our power to apother (e). 


Nor, witeels 
yon rejection of Saul, and leproſy of Uzziah, can the 


auguſteſt monarch on earth, without infinite hazard, u- 


* the exerciſe thereof ( 7 J. "The nn end of 
(a) Jer. xxv 11, 12. 
1 Tim. iv. 13.154. 
Luke xii. 13. 14. 


| Rom. xiti. 1.—3. Eph. fi. 12. 2 Tim. ii. 
X | 2 Cor, ii. 16. Acts vi. 2. 4 
(5) Rom. xiil. 1. 2. 4 1 Pet. ii. 13. 
Eph. iv. It. 12. 1 Con. 
(4) 2 Cor. x. 4. 5. Heb. X11. 17. 22. 2 Theſſ. 1 ii. 3. 4. 
1 Tim. iii. 5. 1 Cor. xiv. 34 35. and xil. 28. and 
2 Cor. x. 8. (e) Matth. xxviii. 18.20. Acts iv. 17. 
1 Cor. v. 4. (J) 1 Sam. 3113. 21 2 Chron. xxvi. 16.—22. 


6 | civil 


Xii. 28. 


Let. 6. Of magiſtrates power in the church, 30 
civil government, is the outward welfare of all the mem; 
bers of the commonwealth. The immediate end of the 
eceleſiaſtic, is the ſpiritual advantage of human ſouls; 
chiefly theſe who belong to Chriſt's body the church... 
The powers being ſo different, it cannot but follow, that 
the magiſtrate, as ſuch, is inveſted with no ſpiritual 
power, far leſs with a ſupremacy in the Chriſtian church: 
| and to claim it, muſt be as truly Antichriſtian, as that of 
c Wl the Romiſh pope. + VV 
* Imagine not, Amelius, that theſe ſentiments detract 
e from the civil authority. No; every miniſter of Chriſt 
23 is charged to teach his hearers to obey the magiſtrate, in 
every thing lawful; not for fear of external puniſhment ; 
1- Wh but for conſcience ſake, Theſe inſtructions he muſt en- 
ae force with the authority of God; the example and love 
d, of Chriſt ; the horrors of damnation to the diſobedient 
the joys of heaven to theſe who conſcientiouſly comply. 
He is charged to inflict diſcipline to the higheſt on thats, 
who deſpiſe dominions, and ſpeak evil of dignities (a). | 
None of Jeſus' ordinances interfere with the civil intereſts 


in; of men, They are calculate to make us live ſoberly, 
th- righteouſly, and godly: to inſtigate us to fear God; 
we Wh honour the king ; give honour to whom henour is due; 
can ¶ cuſtom to whom cuſtom ; owing no man any thing, but to 
and love one another; to love our neighbour as ourſelves; and 
agi- 4% good to them that hate us (b). How effectual this, 
; of to promote the peace, wealth,” and honour of a nation ! 
ſpi. WM Even the cenſures of the church, affect nothing, which 
mult I falls under the cognizance of human law. The perſon 
t the ¶ admoniſhed or excommunicate, is thereby not a whit 
Can” WE poorer, weaker, idler, unrulier, '&c. reſpecting the af- 
tnels I fairs of this world, than before. Where, my friend, can 
* you mark more faithful ſubjects, than theſe, who belie- 


| ved Chriſt ro be the only head of the church; who hath ' 
dot Wtherein appointed a government diſtinct from the civil 
Win magiſtrate? Amid the rebellions and diſorders unnum- 
: 2. 4 bered in the Romiſh empire, from Tiberius to Con- 
ii. 13. ſtantine the Great, for about 300 years, did ever the 


1 Ap Chriſtians grieyouſly provoked, cruelly oppreſſed, raiſe 
11. 3. 4. r ES 6 „„ 

. n | . "I 1 ' . 
15 „ (a) Rom. xiii. 1.4. 1 Tim. ii. 1. 2. Jude 8.14. () Tit. 
6.— 22. 11. 12. 1 Pet. &. 17. Rom. xiii. 8, Matth. v. 1 

civil Py : | = one ? 


Britiſh ſovereigns atteſt. 


LETTER: Y.. 

H AS our adored Maſter intruſted the government of 
1 1 bis Chriſtian church, to dioceſan zisHhors, ſupe- 
rior to teaching preſbyters? Theſe, my friend has often 
told me, are expreſzly mentioned in the ſacred page; 
their office eſtabliſhed on the pattern of the Hebrew 
high prieſt, They ſucceed to the twelve apoſtles, as 
«« preſbyters do to the 8zxEvENTY. James. the leſs, was 
*« biſhop at Jeruſalem; Timothy at 
* _ Crete. The ſeven angels of the Aſian churches, men- 

4 tioned in the apocalyptic viſion, and epiſtles, were 
ec their dioceſan prelates. The whole current of ortho- 
%, dox fathers in the Chriſtian church, join: to ſupport 
% the: office.” But, knows not my dear Amelius, 
that the ſagacious Uſher, the learned Stillingfleet, the 
|; famed Dodwel, with almoſt every abler author of the 
Prelatic perſuaſion, readily grant the office of dioceſan 
” BrsHoP to have no foundation, ip ſcripture ? Knows he 
not, that till this moment, the Rogliſh parliament would 
never eſtabliſh Prelacy, as founded on the oracles of 


Popiſh perſuaſon ? If, on church - government and diſ- 
cipline, they diſpute with the former ; they are unmer- 
- cifully drubbed with the arguments, themſelves had uſed 
_- againſt the latter. If they diſpute with z&e/e, they are 


thoſe, Inteſtine war too, rapes in all their borders. 
Scarce a text, ſcarce an argument, is produced, in fa- 
yours of Prelacy, but their principal writers are by the 
ears about it; Dodwel - againſt Hammond; the critical 
Whitby againſt the zealot Pair: the more judicious Stil- 
. | | b — 5 lingfleet 
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40 On the government of the Chriſtian obureb. 
one? No, except outrageous tyranny obliged to ſelf-de- 
fence. Did ever the Waldenſes, the Bohemian brethren, . 
the French Proteſtants, or. Britiſh Preſbytetians, take 
arms againſt their ſovereign? No; that ſome of an op- 
poſite ſentiment, have done otherwiſe, - the annals of our 


Epheſus ; Titus at 


truth? Knows he not the mournful plight of our Epil- 
copalian brethren, between theſe of the Preſbyterian and 


mauled with the very arguments, they had uſed againſt 


— — —2— 2 ͤꝗ— 


Let. 7. Of dioceſan biſhops office and power. An 
lingfleet, and his brethren Whitaker, Whitgift, Bilſon, 
Sc. againſt all the three. To refute what has been 
hinted in favour of the Prelatic office; no more would 
5 de neceſſary, than a rehearſal of what its ſupporters 
E have publiſhed, But, this apart, for preſent reply, i 
BisHOPs are indeed mentioned in our authoriſed tranſ- 81 
lation of the oracles of God. The name, however, f 
itſelf, imports no lordly rule. It ſignifies no more than 
OVERSEER, as every preſbyter is to his flock. Some, 
if not moſt, of the framers of our laſt tranſlation, hearty 
friends to the Epiſcopal cauſe, were fond to find any 
thing reſembling its ſtuff, In the very houſe of Baal, 
they happily found vesTRY and vESTMENTS (a). The 
biſhops, who reviſed the work, were equally zealous for 
their own honour, They altered fourteen places of the 
New- Teſtament verſion, to make it ſpeak in a more Epif- 
copalian ſtrain, Where the word Eriscoros was found; 
if the rendering it biſhop, ſeemed to ſupport the Prelatic 
cauſe z it was done (6). Where it ſeemed to do hurt, 
they tranflated it ovERSEERs (c). Eriscorz, which 
they render biſhopric, ſignifies jaſt THE Orrret or an 
OVERSEER (4); and by themſelves, it is tranſlated . vie 
SITATION (e). „„ 1 RP TOS 
In vain you mentioned the pattern of the Hebrew high 
prieſt. His office was wholly typical (J). Chriſt, the 
great high prieſt of our | profeſſion, long ago came in his 
ſtead, and aboliſhed the typical office, by the death of 
his croſs (g). After this, to argue from the Hebrew 
high prieſthood, in the manner you do, is te ſeduce us 
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from the amiable Jeſus, to Moſes and his fiery law; to 4 
Moſes and his burdenſome yoke. Nor will the argument ſ | 
avail; unleſs you inſtru, that the officers of the Chri- [7 #4. 
ſtian church enter their function by lineal ſucceſſion; un- i 
leſs you fix his HoLinEss, or ſome ether univerſal biſnop; || }0i 


or high prieſt, at their head; unleſs ſacrifices, altars, 
and ſacred manſions, be reſtored to their ancient form. 

Nor, till after the Saviour's reſurrection, was an 
Chriſtian church formed on earth. Till then, he and 
his miſſionaries preached, not that the &ingdom , God, 

(% 2 Kings X. 22. Phil. i. 7. 1 Tim. ni. 2. Tit. i. 3. 
{c) Acts xx. 28. (4) Acts i. 20. (%) Luke xix/ 44. x Pet. 
. 12. (f) Hob x 1. ( 2 — 


41) Matth. x. Like x. 1.— 22. 
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42 on the government of the Chriſtian church.. 


the Chriſtian diſpenſation was come; but that it r at 


hand (a). Till then, the ſacred miſſion of the twelve 
was therefore no leſs temporary, than that of the ſeventy, 
In miſſion, in ſucceſs, where lies the preference of the 
one to the other, in what errand they went, before the 
Saviour: death? The ſeventy had an immediate 
miſhon from Chriſt, They appear ſolely ſubjected to 
him. They had power given them to preach the goſpel; 
to heal the difeaſed; to caſt out devils. They hac di- 
Nlinguiſhed ſucceſs, 


twelve (5)? When, after his reſurreQion, the twelve 


received their miſſion for life, they were veſted with an 


extraordinary function; wherein they can have no ſuc- 


ceſſor. An immediate call from Chriſt; a commiſhon 


extending equally to every nation; authority to found, 


and equally govern every church; an infallibility-in teach- 
ing; a conſtant power to work miracles; to ſpeak with 
_ tongues unlearned; and to confer the miraculous influ- 


ence of the Holy Ghoſt, diſtinguiſhed their character (c). 
Where is the dioceſan prelate, his Holineſs not except- 
ed, that brings ſuch credentials? If there is none, why 


an abſurd pretence, to ſucceed the apoſtles in their ſu- 


perior office? . | 

Was James dioceſan of Jeruſalem? I deſfiderate the 
proof; What author, that lived within 200 or 300 
year of his death, ſays any thing coming up to the point? 
He much reſided at. Jeruſalem. What then? He there 


directed the church, What proves this? That he threw 


off his apoſtolate, his general charge; and degraded him- 


ſelf into a dioceſan, who has the charge of no more than 


a particular province ? Nothing more abſurd. | 
The Epiſcopal power of Timothy and Titus, you no 
doubt found on their ordination of preſbyters or biſhops; 

and the poſtſcripts to their epiſtles. Theſe poſtſcripts 

are of no weight; are of no divine authority; but were 


added, at leaſt in their preſent form, ages after their 


death, by ſome bold impoſtor. That neither of the two 


Vere dioceſan biſhops any where, is clearly marked in 


(0 Mattt. iv. 17 and x. 7. Luke 1 xi. 31. and xxit. 16. 18. 
(c) Mak xvi. 15. 20. John 


XX. 21. 23 · AQts throughout. th 


In their miſſion, what more had the 


-- WW - 


—— — 


Let. 7. of dioceſan 22 es an power. 43 


| 
* - , 
* - 4 — %* ” — 
5 
Kn r 
p 


t me true ſayings of God. There we find, that both were / 

2 evangeliſts, who, at the direction of the inſpired Paul, N 
Y. travelled along with him; or were ſent by him, to plant, 14 

de or water churches; and to ordain officers therein. When 1 

he he wrote his epiſttes to the Theſſalonians, Romans, He- bi! 
te brews, Coloſſians, ' Philippians, and 2d to the Corinthi- - il 
0 ans, Timothy was with him; and ordinarily, along with 85" 
1; him, falutes the churches. He was ſent to Corinth: . 

i- charged to abide ſtill at Epheſus: was afterward in Ita» 1 4 

he ly: at leaft was intended to be ſent to Philippi: and was . 

called to Rome (a). Titus was Paul's raxTNER; at- 

tendaat to him at Jeruſalem, With grief he miſſ.d him 

at Troas; he was ſent to Corinth; left at Crete; calt : 

ed to Nicopolis ; ; departed to Dalmatia (5). In conſti- 

tate churches, it doth not appear, that even apoſtles oft 

had the leaſt ſuperiority in government, to an ordina= | 

ry paſtor, A preſbytery eſtabliſhed at Lyſtra, Paul M8 

finding Timothy there: by laying on of his own hands, 

he conferred the Holy Gholt: to ordain him an evan- | 

geliſt he required the laying on of the hands of the preſ- Tho 

bytery along with himſelf, Is it, my friend, for the ho- 

nour of molt dioceſans, to claim theſe two evangeliſts for THY 

their pattern? Like them, are they ordained by a pre. 

bytery ? Give they themſelves wholly to the minilterial 78 

work, preaching in ſeaſon, an i out of ſeaſon ? Carefully 

leep they the golpel truſt committed to them? , Conſcien- bk 

ciouſly commit they the miniſtry to faithful men ? Avoid 140 

they raſh ordination of church - officers? Without partia- 

lity, rebuke they before all, the notorious linger. (e 1 1 

No; but the very reverſe. _ 

Where, in the infallible oracles of Gol, is the. te. 

u 10 moteſt hint, the angels of the ſeven Aſian churches were 

10s; dioceſan biſhops 3 ? The character ANGEL is given to any + [1 

85 meſſenger of God, created or divine (4 * Someti nes Yi 
their WW ta 1 ThelT i. I: 2 Theſſ i 5 Rom. xvi. 21. Heb. xüi 23. | 100 
e two Col. i. 1. Phil. ii. xz), 2 Cor. i. 1. 1 Cor iv. 1. and xVi. 16. 
ed in 2 Cor. L to. and iii. 2. * 1 Tim. i. 3- Heb. xiii. 23. Phil li. 8 | 40161 
19. 2 Tim. iv. 9. 12. (5) Gal. ii. . 3. 2 Cor. ii. 13. and vii, WT | 

16. 18, 6. 7. 16. 23 and xii. 18. Tit. ili. r2. 2 Tim. iv. ro. (0) © Tim. q 44H 

John iv. + and iv. 4.18. 2 Tim. li. 4 and i iv. 2. 2. Tim; vi. 20. . i; 

Ti 2 Tim. ii. 2. Tr Tim- Ve, 29.— 22 (X. Res i. 1. * ii. * f 15 id 
KY Natche's Xi. 10. . ; . 

by | 8 5 it "Bs 
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44 On the government of the Chriſtian church. g 


it fgnifies a number of perſons; one put for many: it 
even ſignifies a number of miniſters, they being okt in 
their common work and deſign (a). When Paul planted 
the church of Epheſus, he left a number of preſbyters 
there; but no hint of a ſuperior z3is Ho: nay, he calls 
each of theſe preſbyters, a Is HO or overſeer, conſtitute 
ſuch by the Help Gba (b). 
amid theſe churches, addreſſes the angel of Smyrna, as 
a plurality of perſons; Fear none of theſe things, which 
thou ſhalt ſuffer ; the devil ſhall caſt fome of you into 
priſon, that vt may be tried; and vs ſhall have tribu- 
lation ten days. The angel of Pergamos, the angel of 
_ Thyatira, is addreſſed in the ſame plural terms (c). 

 Shews not this plainly, that theſe angels, inſtead of dir 


oceſans, were unite bodies of preſbyrers ; 3 MANY in * 


fon, ox in office and work? 

For about 250 years after the death. of molt: of the: 
apoſtles, we have nothing but a few broken ſhreds of 
church- hiſtory, that deſerve our credit. Providence 
left this period a kind of dark chaos, that we might reſt 
ſolely on his infallible'word, Then the moſt aged paſtors 
in a place, eſpecially if he preſided in their judicatures, 


was often, by way of eminence, called Bi$H40P: but 


till, in the 4th century, Conſtantine's ſword overthrew 
the Heathen abominations; and his well- deſigned, but 
extravagant favour to the clergy, almoſt overturned: 
Chriſtianity; 'I defy my friend, to document the ex- 
iſtence of ſpiritual lords. Afterward, indeed, ambi- 


tious minds reſted not-to heap ſpiritual dignities, one 
over another; till the cope-ſtone was laid in his Holinefs' 


claim, to N to infallible headſhip, over the 


| jl ! whole Chriſtian church- Nay, ſuppoſe you could prove, 


that in the very year next to that of the apoſtles, Pre- 
lacy prevailed in every church: no more would follow, 
but that numbers, who, like Diotrephes, loved the pre- 
keminence, had quickly gained their point; and changed 
the ſtatutes of Heaven, Where is the impoſſibility of 
Gat Who nee act, how ſaddenly the Hebrew 
Pal. xxxiv. 7. Dan. viii. 3. 20 
E 13. and xiv. 6.8. 9. 04 Ads xx. 726. 
Ii. 10. 13. 24 ; 
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race, 


Jeſus, the divine walker 


r 


et. 7. FO £ ce an 5 Joly 977, e and power. 1 47 
race, at Sinai's foot, awfully, divinely warned to the 


contrary, changed the worſhip of the true God, into that 


of a golden calf (a)? That all the Chriſtian fathers al- 
low Prelacy to have warrant in the ſacred word, is not 
yet proven. Clemens Romanus, Polycarp, Juſtin Martyr, - 
treneus, Tertullian, Clemens, Alexandrinus, Origen, 
Cyprian, Baſil the Great, Ambroſe, Chryſoltom, Augu- 
ſtine;.. Theodoret, Primaſius, jedulius, Fheophylact, 
Oecumenius, and others; chiefly Jerome, whoſe exten- 
five learning and judgment was ſcarce matched by any or 
all of his companions, declare themſelves on the oppoſite 
fide. Suppoſe they had been all for his lordſhip's claim; 
my conſcience could not be moved. The fathers were 
fallible men. like myſelf: my faith ought not to ſtand in- 
their wiſdom ; but in the authority and power of God: 
their writings which have-reached my time, either by: 
original miſtake, or after corruptioa of men, diſhoneſt, 
deſigning, are too thick ſown with palpable blunders, 
'0 merit my diſtinguiſhed regard In vain, I have heard of 
their miracles. The (tory is oft ſo fooliſh, and trifling 3 
that my unbiaſſed reaſon reje&s it with contempt. No- 
thing wondrous appears true, but what I find matched, 
if not more, by ſome Prelacy-hater, in the Brniſh church. 
The fallible, the oft miſtaken fathers apart, Jet the: 
unerring oracles of Heaven decide the point» Among 
his miniſters, Jeſus prohibits, peremptorily prohibite, 
the very leaſt degree of lordly dominion, Ye knows. 
faid he to his apoſtles that the princes of the Gentiles 
EXERCISE DOMINION over them; and they, that are 
great, EXERCISE AUTHORITY hn them ; but it hal! 
not bes Oo among you (b). By the Greek interpreters of 
the Old Teſtament,. the word here rendered to ExER»-, 
CISE DOMINLON 18.uſed-to fignify. Adam's. divinely war- 
ranted. rule over the inferior creation, and Chriſt's go- 
vernment in his+mediatory office (c); where it is im- 
polible the remotelt idea of tyranny.can be included. 
la the parallel text, Luke uſerh.s term, never pretended 
to import violence or tyranny... Lordly dominion itſelf, . 
not the tyrannic exerciſe. of it, muit thersfote be here, 


00 Exod. mrxik- Pat. evi zt. (0) Nlatth xv. 25. 26. 
Luke 21. 25. 26. (e) Gen. 7 2 Pal. Ixil. 8. and ca- 2— 
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by our Saviour, prohibited. To refuſe this, is to per- 
vert the original term of the holy One; is to reproach 
the mother of Zebedee's children as guilty of begging 
the adored Jeſus ſhould grant her children authority to 


guilty of falfehood, repreſenting every ruler of the Gen- 
tiles a tyrannic oppreffor of mankind, In imitation of 
their bleffed Maſter, and infpired of God, Zebedee's ſon 
condemns and threatens Diotrephes, for loving. and puſh- 
ing for, the preheminence ; ſolemaly Peter, his fellow a- 
poſtle, prohibits church-officers, to behave as lords over 
God's heritage (a). ES RE. „ 
The ſameneſs of biſhops and preſbyters is brightly 
marked in the ſacred page. Departing from Epheſus, 
Paul convened the ELDERS, Prevbyters, of that church, 
and charged them to feed the flock, over which the 
Holy Ghoſt had made them ey1scorovs, over/eers, bi- 
thops (5). To the ſaints at Philippi with eEp18CoPors, 
the bi/heps, overſeers, and deacons, he directs his e- 
piſtles (c). Biſhops and deacons are marked for the only 


muſt therefore, as at Epheſus, be the preſbyters, elders, 
Which the Holy Ghoſt had made bi/hops, ever ſeers, over 

that Chriſtian lock. Here are bithops without preſby- 
ters under them, Here is a number of biſhops in one 


being dioceſan lords? Not in the leaſt. Te pretend E- 
paphroditus was | biſhop or archbiſhop at Philippi, be- 


ply of money to the apoſtle's neceſſity, is ſuch abſurd 
foolery, as merits no anfwer. Can none but a biſhop 
bear money from one place to another? Or is none but 
he fit to be truſted with it? Ner can the biſhop mention- 
ed by Paul to Timothy be a dioceſan lord. No officer, 
but the deaeon, is marked as inferior to him. He mult 
be apt to teach: an endowment not preſently neceſſary 
for a dioceſan prelate (4). Paul appoints Fitus to or- 
dain ELDERS, PRESBYTERS, in every city of Creie; 
Feiſons of good report: Ter, faith he, @ 51S r t be 


G I Y. Pet v. ( Ads xx, 12. 28. 0) Phi 
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exerciſe tyranny and violence; is to calumniate him as 


ſettled governors of the Philippian church: the former 


city, not very. conſiderable; how agrees this to their 


— 0 2 —. 


cauſe that church fent tim as their ſervant, with a ſup- 


0 


Let. 7. 


the college of elders, teaching and ruling. 


b 6 1 Tim. b 14 


— 


- Of dlioceſan biſhops office and powers = 
blameleſs as the fleward of God (a). What ſenſe, my 
friend, is in this reaſon, in this mention of 81s Hhor, un- 
leſs he be the ſame with the EIDE R, prefbyter, in the 


preceding verſe? The inſpired Peter charges ELDERS, 


preſbyters, to feed the flock of God, ErigcorounTEs 
exereiſing the office of biſhop, taking the over /ight there - 
of, Is Judas marked to have had a Bis norzic, a 
charge of overſight; two not inferior apoſtles, characte- 
riſe themſelves ELDERS, preſbyters (6). * 
What the dioceſan biſhop claims as his diftinguiſhing 
prerogative, the power of ordaining paſtors ang teach- 
ers; the ſtatutes of God lodge in the hand of no one 
ſtanding officer of the church; but in the PRESBYTERV, 
By the lay- 
ing on of Paul's hand, Timothy received the Holy Ghoſt: 
but by the laying on of ube hands of the preslytery, he 


was ſet apart to his office (c). In vain were 1 told, the 


preſbytery ſignifies Paul, or the orric of preſbyter. 
An elder Paul was, but never a company of elders, 
preſby ters, as the word expreſsly ſignifes. The or- 
FICE of preſbyter has no hands to lay upon any one. 

If Jeſus prohibit all fordfy dominion among his mini- 
ſters: if his infallible oracle marks the office of biſhop: 


and preſbyter, to be oxnx and the sauE: if it lodges 
ordination of paſtors, which the dioceſan claims as his 
' peculiar prerogative, in the hand of preſbyters; it ſol- 


lows, that the whole office of biſhop, above a teaching 


preſbyter, with all appendages! thereof, deans, vicars, 
chancellors, cardinals, patriarchs, pope, Cc. are an An- 


tichriftian invention, obtruded on the church of God. 


In Min, ſhould 1 hear that men, holy, renowned, | 
Muſt I be a 


have been Bis u ors, or their underlings. 
follower of ſuch rather than of Jekus Chriſt and his 


+5 


| 
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word? Before the reformation, men, holy, renowned; 


Bernard; Anſelm,' and others, ſupported 'the dignity, 
fupported manifold abominations, ef the Romiſn popes 
Luther, holy, renowned, with all his might propagate 


eonſubſtantiation, a notion never a Whit lefs ſtupid, than 


| us Romiſh filter of as almolt ſimilar name. David, a 


6%. Tit i. 3. 6. 
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man according to the heart of his Maker,. indulged Ve 
ſelf to have a multitude. of wives. Muſt I improve he 


| holineſs of theſe, as a bait to decoy, as a reaſon. to imi- 


tate their palpable errors? When the prejudice of edu- 


cation, the darkneſs of the time, the cuſtom. of the place, 


the temptations of honour, profit, or hazard, concur to 


blind the conſcience; the crime is leſs aggravated; but 
'none of theſe change the ſtatutes of Heaven, _ 
In vain, ſhould k hear the Proteſtant churches moſtly. 
ſabmit to, or allow of dioceſan biſhops. 1 know it to 


be falſe and inconcluſive. Expreſſions of this amount 
may have dropt from foreign Proteſtant writers, through. 
flattery or miſia formation: but certain it is, no Prote- 


ſtant church, beſides England and Ireland, have dioce- 


ſan biſhops properly ſo called. In Sweden, in Denmark, 
and Norway, fome paſtors. poſſe ſſed of more- eminent 
Places and benefices, are termed biſhops, or ſuperintend - 


_ ents, but have ſearce a ſhadow of more power or autho- 


rity than the reſt of their brethren. In vain, were I 


told, the Scotch ſuperintendents at the reformation, were 
almoſt the very SAME with. dioceſan: biſhops. Their- 
power of ſuperintendency was conſidered as merely tem- 


porary, relating to that broken Rate of the church. 


Their labour in preaching, and other miniſterial. work, 
was more abundant than others. Their power was 
granted by one aſſembly, and continued. but for about 


half a year, till the ſitting of the next; to which they 


were to account for their conduct; and receive cenſure, 
if they had done amiſs. Is not is the very reverſe of 


his Freakin lordſhip ? - Nothing, therefore, but deceit, 


noted and daring, will pretend nnn dioceſans to our 


antiquated ſuperintendents. 
In vain, ſhould I hear, the grandeur of biſhops dignt- 


ßes the Chriſtian church, If ſo, why did not Jeſus, . 
whoſe is the earth, and fulneſs thereof, ſecure outward 

mp and greatneſs to his bleſſed apoſtles, and their fel-- 
8 labourers in him? If the kingdom of Chriſt conſiſt 
wot in meat and drink, but in righteouſneſs, peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt+: if it is not of this nworld;. it mult. 


be miniſters pure adherence to his truth, their holy lives 


and painful endeavours to win ſouls to. Chriſt ;/ not their 
- nary houſes, their numerous retinue, their fine horſes, 


coaches 


© 93 _ =» tw knw we, 4 a 
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coaches, or robes, that adorn their profeſſion and office. 


Who kn6ws not, that by the unaccountably unequal di- 


ſtribution of the church's revenues in England and Ire- 
land, ſo many of the clergy riot in pride and wealth; 


Let. 7. Of dioceſan biſhops office and power. 49 


ſcatee remembering their connections with the fouls of 


men: while multitudes, to the ſcandal of their religion 
and country, oppreffed with almoſt beggaring poverty, 
are driven to adjoin ſome carnal trade; or, like paraſites, 
ſneak to the liberal great? AEST ec de, 

To no purpoſe, were I told, that dioceſan biſhops are 
a centre of unity; a means of preventing eccleſiaſtic di- 
viſions, The heavenly oracles reprefent Chriſt, his Spi- 
rit, and truth, as her genuine centre. One Lord; one 


Spirit; one faith; ane baptiſm : one hope of our calling, 


conſtitute all the ſaints, all the” churches, ons BoD?! 
of Chriſt (). Dioceſans rather divide the church into 
large parcels; unleſs you admit his Holineſs, or ſome 
other, for their univerſal lord. Nor are contentions Jeſs 
rife among theſe who have lordly biſhops, than with 
theſe who deteſt them. With pleaſure, 1 mark, that 
the Engliſh church, in her articles and homilies, plain» 


ly exhibirs every leading truth of the glorious goſpel. 


She allows not of purgatory ; of prayer for the dead; of 
worſhipping faints, angels, images. She maintains not 
the monſter of tranſubſtantiation, She encourages the 


common uſe of the facred word, Her religious worſhip 


is performed in a known tongue. The groſſer abomiaa- 
tions of Popery are deteſted; at leaſt, not openly ap- 


proven by her members, No doubt, there are in her 


2 goodly number of valuable ſaints. No doubt ſundry 


of her biſhops'have been, or are of the number. Their 
hierarchic office, however, being deſtirute of warrant in 


the oracles of truth, I cannot apprehend to be à centre 


of union to any thing, but corruptions almoſt unnumber- 


ed; in contradiction to the word of God, borrowed. 


_ Antichriſt, and by him, moſtly, from Heatheniſſi 


How ſhoeking, to obſerve moſt of her clergy indul- 


zed, in habitually preaching and writing, as occaſion of- 
lers; in plain contradiQtion to the articles and homilies. | 
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ing atconfeſhon and abſolution z their repeating the Lord) 


er 


they ſolemnly eſpouſed or ſubſcribed ! Is this a whit 
better than Jeſuitic equivocation? As if ignorance was 
believed the mother of devotion; how ſhocking to ſee 


the bulk of the common people, as ignorant of the Chri- 
ſtian faith as at Rome! And not a few ordained to the 


miniſtry, who, Burnet informs us, for ignorance could 
ſcarce be admitted to the Lord's table, in any well con- 


ſtitute Chriſtian church! As if the mere act of recei- 
ving the ſacraments rendered them effectual to ſalvation ; 


how ſhocking, that paſtors ſhould be in danger from the 


law, for re fuſing the ſacred ſeals to ſuch as, they know, 


are the moſt abandoned rakes, not excommunicate by 


the lay chancellor! How ſhocking to obſerve thouſands 


of profeſſed ambaſſadors of Chriſt, in practice ſcarce 
diſtinguiſhable from theſe pious gentlemen who com- 
mand our troops! How ſhocking to obſerve one man al- 
lowed to hold a variety of congregations as paſtor; to 


ſerve whoſe immortal ſouls, he hires a curate at the 
_ eaſieſt rate! To ſee not only reading of fermons, but of 
prayer, prevail; and patronage, with all her native attend- 


aptg;+*abanddt: 4 oo | 23 

Has his Holineſs two ſwords, his power ecclefiaſtic 
and civil? Are not Engliſh biſhops, lords in tne church, 
and peers in the ſtate? In the worſhip of God, are nu- 
merous rites, not warranted by his word, impoſed at 


Rome? In England, how ſimilar the caſe! The Engliſt 


holy-days; ten moveable, twenty-fix fixed, feſtivals; 
fifteen vigils ; about ninety: five faſt-days; in Lent, Fri 
days, Ember, and Rogation days; are they not the ſan: 


with the Romiſh? Their colle&s, confeſſions, abſolu- 


tions, leſſons of pſalms, prophets, goſpels, epiltlcs; 
Day, of the vileſt part of the Apocrypha, inſtead of 
God's word; and their fix canticles; are they not ge- 


nerally the very ſame with theſe at Rome? To the ſam? 


occaſions of feaſts, faſts, vigils, offices of baptiſm, Loxd's 
ſupper, marriage, burial, confirmation, viſitation of fick, 
churching of women, Cc. are they applied The e- 
piſtles, goſpels, and pſalms, uſed in their liturgy, ate 
not according to our own tranſlation ; but according to 
the Romiſh. Their four/o/d, or in cathedrals, tenfold 
or more, repetition of the Lord's prayer; their kneel 


praye 
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prayer on their knees after the miniſter ; their . ſtanding 

up at the Gloria Patri; their ſtanding at the reading or 
ſinging of the falſely termed Athanaſian creed; their 
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Ty ſtanding and repeating the common oxE; their crying 
, out after the parſon, Lord, have mercy on us, Chrift 
1 have mercy on us; their reſponding to him, as he repeats 
4 the-litany; their reading the pſalms alternately with him; 
5 their aſking mercy and grace on their knees, after the 
; reading of each commandment; their ſinging pſalms and 
\e anthems with muſical inſtruments; their baptiſm of chil- 
y, W dren upon godfathers or godmothers ridiculouſly decla- 
dy ring. as if the infant itſelf, that he renounces the devil, 
ds the world, and the fleſh, believes the creed, and deſires 
ce to be baptized; their baptiſing with the ſign of the croſs 
m- made over the child's forehead; their confirmation of 
al- children about ten or twelve years of age, by the laying 
10 on of the biſhop's hands, for conferring the Holy Ghoſt; 
the their fixing the celebration of the Lord's ſupper, chiefly to 
© of the ſuperſtitious ſeaſons of Chriſtmas, Paſch, &c, ; their 
.nd- idolatrous bowing at the altar in partaking of it; their 
private adminiſtration of the ſacraments ; their idolatrous 

aſtic W Þdowing at the ſound of the name Jeſus, and towards the 


arch, eaſt ; their conſecration of churches; their obſerving . 
du: feaſts of dedications and wakes; their marriage by the : 
2d at 


ſymbolical ring; their conſigning to eternal happineſs, in 

og their office for burial, all but unbaptized and excom- 
vals; WH municate perſons ; their cruel ſuppoſal of the damnation 
rin of infants unbaptized; whence came they all, but from | 
. ſame W Rome? The divifion of their clergy into archbiſhops, 0 
ſolu . biſhops, deans, chapters, prebends, archdeacons, par- 1 
illles; ſons, vicars, curates; their ſacred habits for miniſter- a 
ad ol ing in, albs, ſurplice, chaſable, amiet, gown, meniple, FRE 
ot ge- zone; their preſumptuous pretence, inordination, to con- 14 
e ſame fer the Holy Ghoſt by the laying on of the biſhop's hands; 15 
Lord's MW whence derived, but from Rome? Their rules for ordi- 1 
of sick, nation of miniſters and deacons, are they not almoſt to 
The e- e hair the very ſame with theſe of the Romiſh ro | 
oy, ate H TI Tic ? „„ WES — 28 
ding 0 In the reign of Elizabeth, was not the Engliſh liturgy wi! 
tenfold made liker the Romiſh, than it had been in the days of "| 
r kneel: her godly brother Edward? To pleaſe the Popiſh party, Wit 1H 
e Lord the prayer for deliverance from the tyranny and deteſt- 1 ö 

praje Sd Ee, 5 | able l 
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able enormities of the biſhop of Rome, was kindly ex- 


punged : the office for the Lord's ſupper was altered, 
that it might not ſo much as ſeem to condemdt tranſub - 
ſtantiation, and the worſhipping of the elements. The 
renowned Cambden, and others, inform us, that not a 
few Papiſts highly applanded the Enghſk ſervice, and 

expreſſed their hopes it would in time reduce the nation 


to their holy father the Pope. Pius the IVth, and Grego- 


ry the XIIIth, liked it fo well, that they offered it theit 
papal ratification, Who that reads the Romiſh Breviary, 
Ritual, and Maſs-book, ' fees not that ir is collected 
thenfroem? oo oe IE TH 

You aſk me, Amelius, Why the church, by her own 

4% power, may not appoint holy-days, or ſignificant rires 
* in her worſhip ? and what the worſe are things that 
et the Papiſts uſed them before us? Knows not my 
friend, that the God of infinite wiſdom underſtands bet- 
ter what rites are proper for his worſhip, than our learn- 
c dſt mortals ; that he bath laid aſide many once inſtitute 
by himſelf; that he hath peremptonly forbid us to add 
to, or take from his ſtatutes; hath charged us to ſtand 
faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt has made us free; 


intangled in the yoke of bondage to no human impoſition 


in his worſhip, hath condemned all will- worſhip, and 
prohibit us to touch, tafte, or handle it; hath aſſured 
us, that in vain we wor/pip him, if we teach for dottrines 
the commandments ef men; and that our obſervance of 
uncommanded holy-days, marks our abuſe of the go- 
ſpe! (a) ? that he hath peremptorily forbid us to worſhip 
himſelf in the manner of idolaters ; hath aſſured us, that 
our obſervance of idolatrous rites leads us away from 
+ him; and kindles his fury againſt us; hath commanded 

to deſtroy every monument of jdolatry and ſuperſti- 
tion (5)? With divine approbation, Hezekiah deſtroyed 
the brazen ſerpent, once an ordinance of God, becauſe 
the Jews idolized it (c). Under pain of being held guil- 


ty of deſtroying our brother, we are charged to beware 


of offending him by eating of feſb, or like practice of 


" (9) Deut. xii. 32. Gal. v. 1. Col. ii. 18-23. Matth. xv. 9. 
Gal. iv. 9.11. (0) Deut. vii. 23. ant xi. 30. and xiv. 1. 
c) 2 Kings xvii, 6. 5 3 
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rogative of God alone, to bleſs a religious rite ? Why 
then ſhould any church affect to be wiſe above what is 
written? . Why affront the wiſdom of their Maker, 
their Saviour, by attempting to adorn his worſhip beyond 
what himſelf judged proper? What God commands, is 


certainly no worſe, uſe it who will. But why, for the 
ſake of popiſh traditions, make his commandments of 


none effect? Why deſert his ſtatutes, unerring, eaſy, 
and plain; to extract our rules of worſhip, from the ca- 
nons of his idolatrous foes? In his worſhip, why uſe 
rites, we cannot, and he never promiſed, to bleſs? 
For indifferent things or worſe, why harden the Romiſts, 
encouraging them to hope, their ceremonies practiſed will 
quickly promote our return to their church, a ſynagogue 
of Satan? For the ſake of what is far leſs innocent 
than eating of fleſh, why offend our Proteſtant brethren ; 
force the Puritans from our church-fe]lowſhip ; from 
part of their liberties, and ſometimes their life? | 


> LETTER vin. 


the office - power of his church, has been illuſtrate, Hath 
he placed it in the officers of his own appointment? Yes. 
To theſe alone, his oracles mark, he hath given the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven, To theſe alone, he hath given 
POWER for the edification of his church To theſe a- 
lone, he commands his church to be /ubjed, To theſe a- 
lone, he aſſigns double honour (b). TD 

Theſe officers of the New- Teſtament church, are ei- 
ther extraordinary, requiſite to lay her foundation ; or 
ordinary, neceſſary for the continued government there- 
of. The former, now ceaſed, were apoſtles, evangeliſis, 
Prophets (e). An immediate miſſion from Jeſus Chriſt, 


() Rom. xiv. 13.—-23. 1 Cor. viii. 1113. and vi. 12. 
10 Matth. xvi. 19. and xvii. 18.---20. 2 Cor. x. 8. Heb. xii. 
7+ 1 IIm. v. 17. (c) 1 Cor. xii. 28, Eph. iv. 11. 


Let. 8. Of the ſubject of church-power, &e. 52 b 
things. in themſelves indifferent (2). Is it not the pre- 
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Hat neither in the Chriſtian people, the civil magi= 
ſtrate, or in dioceſan biſhops, Chriſt has lodged 
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equally extending to all nations, as occaſion offered ; in- 
fallibility in doctrine, and in founding and direQing the 
churches; power to confer the miraculous influence of 
the Holy Ghoſt by the laying on of their hands; a con- 
fant power to work miracles, as divinely directed, and 
to ſpeak in languages they never learned; a power to 
ſend forth evangeliſts, ordain preſbyters and deacons, 
marked the apoſtles (a), To travel, preach, and bap- 
tize, &c, along with the apoſtles; or ſent by them, to 
plant and water the churches, and ſettle ordinary officers 
and courts therein, was the work of the evangeliſt (). 
To be, on proper occaſions, divinely inſpired with the 
knowledge of future times, and er abled infallibly to ex- 
plain obſcure paſſages of the Old Teſtament, characteri- 
Zed their prophets (c). The ordinary, the fixed offi- 
cers, are variouſly repreſented to us in the ſacred liſts, 
Now they are comprehended under the names of b/hops 
and deacons. Anon we are informed, that theſe biſhops, 
overſeers, elders, preſbyters, are of two ſorts; fuch as 
only rule well; and ſuch as alſo /abour in word and doc- 
trine : theſe laſt are at leaſt ſeemingly diſtinguiſhed into 
paſtors and teachers (d) : whatever may be the difference 
betwixt the two, whether the feacher ſigniſies ſomewhat 
like the ancient catechiſts, or like our probationers ; or 


tain, the whole ſubſtance of the office is reſident in every 
goſpel- miniſter. To examine what divine claim the 
paſior, the ruling elder, the deacon, has to his office, 
with the ſcripture-account of their qualifications and 
work, now requires our attention. "YO 

The paſtoral office, is a ſpiritual relation to the Chri- 
ſtian church; whereby one is empowered to preach the 
word, diſpenſe the ſacraments to her members, and con- 
cur in ruling them. Its divine inſtitution is marked with 
a ſun-beam, in the ſacred page, There I find, that 
God hath ſer ſome in the church, TEACHERS : that our 
aſcended Redeemer hath, given her yasTORs and 
TEACHERS: that the Holy Ghoſt had made ſome, 21. 


(% Mark xvi. 15-20. Acts i. to xxviti. chap. (5) 1 Tim. 
1. 3- Kc. 2 Tim. iv. Tit. i. (c) Acts xxi. 10. 11. 1 Cor. 
xiv. 29.---3% (4) Phil. i. 1. 1 Tim. iii. 1 Tim. v. 17. Eh. 
e | | | | 

SHOPS; 


perhaps ſuch as train up others for the miniſtry ; it is cer- 


Let. 8. Of the ſubjed of church-power, &e. 


zuors, OVERSEERS, to feed her; and furniſhes ſome 


f for prophecy, miniſtry, teaching, exhortation (a) Di- 
vinely are the qualifications requiſite in candidates for 
4 the miniſtry. preſcribed ; that they be blameleſs ; of good 


report; apt to teach ; ſuch as hold faſt divine truth, and 
are able to convince gainſayers (5). Divinely it is re- 
quired, theſe qualifications be impartially tried, ere one 
is ordained to the miniſtry ; that hands be not laid ſud- 
denly upon him (c). Divinely are ſuch characters given 
to goſpel-miniſters, as import authority and call to their 
work; paſtors, teachers, right rulers, ſtewards of the 
myſteries of God, preachers or heralds, ambaſſadors 
for Chriſt, biſhops, overſeers of God's flock, angels of 
the churches, over the ſaints in the Lord, ſtars in Chriſt's 
right hand, miniſters of Chriſt, faithful miniſters in the 
Lord, labourers ſent forth by the Lord of the harveſt (d). 
The manner of entrance on their office is divinely mark- 
ed out, that they be invited by the votet, the ſuffrages, 
of the Chriſtian people; and ordained in every church, 
by faſting, prayer, and laying on of the hands of the 
presbytery (e). The minitterial work is divinely pre- 
ſcribed : that they take the over/ight of the flock willing- 
ly not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; not as 


that they neglect? not the exerciſe of the gi/7s of oſſice 
given them by the laying on of the hands of the presby- 


exhortation, doctrine; preach the word, be inſtant in 


ri ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
he all long-ſuffering and doctrine, in meekneſs inſtructing ; 
ae them that oppoſe themſelves (/); be habitually willing, and 
Iich under an inward zece//ity to preach the goſpel, ready to 
that ſpend and be ſpent for the ſervice of the faith of the 
a ſaints; feed not themſelves, bat the flock; watch for 
and (%) x Cor. xii, 28. Eph. iv. 17. Acts xx. 28. Rom. Xii. 6 3 
P 31* (b) I Tim. iii. $.=--8. Tit. * 5.—9. (c) r Tim, V. 21. 22. 
. (1) Eph. IV. II. 1 Cor. xli. 28. 1 Tim. v. 17. 1 Cor. iv. 1. Luke 
Tim. M1. 42. Rom. x. 14. 2 . 19. 20. Acts Xxx. 28. 1 Pet; v. 2. 
Cor. Rev. i. 20. 1 Theſſ. v. 12. Rev. i. 20. Col. i. 7. Ephs vi. 21, 
Erb. Matth. ix. 38. (e) Acts i. 15----26. and xiv. 23. 1 Tim. iv 14. 
5 Fit. . . (f) I Pet. v. 2. 3. 1 Tim. i. 14. Acts vi. 2. 4 1 Tings 
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lords over God's heritage, but as enſamples to the flock : 


tery ; leave not the word of God ta ſerve tables, even of _. 
the poor; give themſelves wholly to reading, meditation, - 
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56 och. government of the Chriſtian church. 


| ll Wl the ſouls of men, as theſe that muſt give an account to- 


| 10 Chriſt; exert themſelves earneſtly to turn them from 
Wil darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God ; 
I g 
11. and prepare them for the inheritance of the ſaints 1 in 


15 light (a): that they diſpenſe the ſacraments of bap- 
tiſm and the Lord's ſupper ; ordain others to the mini- 
1 ſtry; commit the goſpel t faithful men ; cenſure, re- 


n ject, and deliver to Satan the unruly and obſtinate; 
U abſolve from cenfure, offenders penitent (5). Divinely 
preſcribed is the carriage of people toward miniſters as 
4 | 


Wich; that they 4now and acknowledge them as his {er- 
11" vants ; efteem them very highly in love for their work's 
| fake; give them double honour, remember them and 
j their inſtruction 5; lou their ſcriptural doctrine and 
| pattern; obey and Submit to them as ſpiritual rulers; 
communicate to them in all temporal good things; pray 
wh! for them with an holy converſation, and otherwiſe en- 
courage them; % the word of the Lord may have free 
I! courſe and be glorified ; and that they may give their ac- 
11 count with joy and not with grief (e). Divinely ſecured 
is the paſtor's proper encouragement ; that their ſufficien- 
_ ey ir of God ; Jeſus walks among them; holds them as 
ftars in his right hand; is w#th them. alway unto the end 
of the world, to aſſiſt them io their work; will ratify. 
the diſcipline they exerciſe in his name, binding whom 
they bind, and looſing whom they loofe ; will ſympa- 
thize with them in what treatment they receive in the 
diſcharge of their office, rewarding every kindneſs, and 
reſenting every injury done them (4). Are theſe things 
fo? Who then can doubt the heavenly warrant of their 
function? 
But is the office of the 1. miniſtry perpetually ne- 
ceſlary ? Is it divinely inſtitute to continue, till the end 
_ of time? The ſcripture atteſts it is, The foundations 
thereof, Juſt mentioned, are of a moral and — 


(a) 2 Cor: xii. 15. 1 Cor. ix. 16 17. Ezek. xxxiv. 2. Heb. xili. 
17. Acts xxvi. 18. (Matth. xxviii. 19. 1 Cor: Xl. 23.29. 

1 Tim. iv. 14. 2 Tim. ii. 2. 1 Cor. v. 4. 13. Fit. ttt. 10. 2 Cor. ii. 
6. 7. (c) 1 Thel. v. 12. 13. Tim. v. 17. Heb. xi. 7. 17. 
Gal. vi. 6. 1 Cor. ix. 7.19. 1 Theil iii. 1. (4) 2 Cor. iii. 3. 
W109) 5.6. Rev. ii. 1. Matth. xxviil. 20. and xvi. 19. John xx. 23. 
WET. Matth. >. 40.---42 Luke x. 16. John xiii. 20. 


nature, 


perpetual. 


Let. C8. Of th? ſubject of church. puer, &c. 57 


nature, equally reſpecting every period of the Chriſtian 
church. The ordinances connected therewith, remain 
till he end of tim? ; the work of the miniſtry is for edi- 


fying the body of Chriſt, till they all come, in the unity 


of the faith, to the fulneſ of the ſtature of perfect men 
in Chriſt (a). Inſtruction, and baptiſm of the nations, 
are to continue even unto the end of the world; In the 


Lord's ſupper, his death is ſhewed forth fill he come a- 
gain at the laſt day; and in diſpenſing theſe ordinagces, 


he promiſeth to be with his apoſtles, and their miniſteri- 


al ſucceſſors, even until the conſummation, or end of the 
The need of a goſpel-miniſtry is 
Till the end of time, the nature\of man con- 
tinues corrupt; Satan continues to deceive ; goſpel-my= 


world. Amen (5), 


ſteries continue ſublime, and much unknown; erroneous 
teaching rages, or is ready to break forth (c), The 


ends of a goſpel-miniſtry, the converting and confirming. 
of the elect, and the ſilencing of gainfayers, are perpe- 


tual (d). The removal of the goſpel-miniſtry from a par- 


ticular place, is. marked as a heavy Judgment, which, 


no more than the abolition of the Hebrew ceremonies, it 


could be, if it was not inſtitute to continue, till the end- 
of the world (e). To mark its permanent appaintment, 


wonderfully, as pages divine and human record, the Al- 
mighty preſerves it, amid even the reign and rage of the. 


Antichriſtian beaſt (J). No ſcripture inſinuates, that ought 


is provided to ſupply its room: therefore itſelf muſt con- 


tinue, God having provided for us, under the Chriſtian + 


period, not WORsE, but BETTER things, than under 
the old (g). The giving of the Spirit can ho more ex- 


clude a goſpel-miniſtry, afterward ; than in the apoſtolic 


age, it did: can no more exclude the neceſſity and uſe-- 
fulneſs of this, than of the ſcripture itſelf, 04 


(a) Eph. iv. 1113. 5 (9 Matth. xxviii 19. 20. 1 Cor. xi. 


26. (c) 1 Tim. iv. 1.3. 2 Tim. iii. 1-7. 2 Theſſ. ni; 
2. — 13. () Acts xxvi. 18. Eph. iv. 11.—15. Tit. i. 11s 
e) Rev. ii. 5. (J) Rev. xi. and xi. (g) Heb. xi. 40. 
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the ſouls of men, as theſe that muſt give an account to- 
Chriſt; exert themſelves earneſtly to turn them from 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God ; 
and prepare them for the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light (a): that they diſpenſe the ſacraments of bap- 
tiſm and the Lord's ſupper ; ordain others to the mini- 
itry ; commit the goſpel to faithful men; cenſure, re- 
ject, and deliver to Satan. the unruly and obſtinate; 
abſolve from cenfure, offenders penitent (5). Divinely 
preſcribed is the carriage of people toward miniſters az 
ſuch; that they &zow and acknowledge them as his ſer- 
vants ; e/teem them very highly in love for their work's 
fake; give them double honour; remember them and 
their inſtruction ; lou their ſcriptural doctrine and 
pattern; obey and ſubmit to them as ſpiritual rulers; 
communicate to them in all temporal good things; pray 


for them with an holy converſation, and otherwiſe en- 
courage them; that the word of the Lord may have free 


_ courſe and be glorified ; and that they may give their ac- 
count with joy and not with grief (e). Divinely ſecured 
is the paſtor's proper encouragement ; that their /ufficien- 
ey if of God ; Jeſus walks among them; holds them as 
ftars in his right hand; is with them. a/way unto the end 

of the world, to aſſiſt them io their work; will ratify 

the diſcipline they exerciſe in his name, binding whom 
they bind, and looſing whom they loofe ; will ſympa- 


[2&9 thize with them in what treatment they receive in the 


diſcharge of their office, rewarding every kindneſs, and 
reſenting every injury done them (4). Are theſe things 
fo? Who then can doubt the heavenly warrant of their 
function? | 
But is. the office of the goſpel-miniſtry perpetually ne- 

_ ceflary ? Is it divinely inſtitute to continue, till the end 
of time ? The ſcripture atteſts it is, The foundations 
thereof, juſt mentioned, are of a moral. and permanent 


(a) 2 Cor. xii. 15. 1 Cor. ix. 16. 17. Ezek. xxxiv. 2. Heb. xiii. 


17. Acts xxvi. 18. (0) Matth. xxvili. 19. 1 Cor: xi. 23.---29- 
1 Tim. iv. 14. 2 Tim. ii. 2. 1 Cor. v. 4 13. Fit: tt. 10. 2 Cor. ii. 


6. 7. (c) 1 Theſl. v. 12. 13. 1 Tim. v. 17. Heb. iii. 7. 17. 


Gal. vi. 6. 1 Cor. ix. 7.19. 1 Theil. iii. 1. (40) 2 Cor. iii. 3. 
5. 6. Rev. ii. 1. Matth. xxviil. 20. and xvi. 19. John xx. 23. 
| Mat th. x. 40.— 42. Luke x. 16. John X1ll. 20. 
| ; nature, 
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nature, equally reſpecting every period of the Chriſtian 
church. The ordinances connected therewith, remain 
till the end of time: the work of the miniſtry is for edi - 


fying the body of Chriſt, fill they all come, in the unity 


of the faith, to the fulneſs of the flature of perfect men 


in Chriſt (a), Inſtruction, and baptiſm of the nations, 


are to continue even unto the end of the world; In the 
Lord's ſupper, his death is ſhewed forth /! he come a- 


gain at the laſt day; and in diſpenſing theſe ordinances, 
he promiſeth to be with his apoſtles, and their miniſteri- 
al ſucceſſors, even until the conſummation, or end of the _ 
world. Amen (5). The need of a goſpel-miniſtry is 
perpetual, Till the end of time, the nature\of man con- 


tinues corrupt; Satan continues to deceive ; goſpel- my- 
ſteries continue ſublime, and much unknown; erroneous 
teaching rages, or is ready to break forth (c), The 


ends of a goſpel-miniſtry, the converting and confirming. 


of the elect, and the ſilencing of gainfayers, are perpe- 
tual (d). The removal of the goſpel-miniſtry from a par- 


ticular place, is marked as a heavy Judgment, which, 


no more than the abolition of the Hebrew ceremonies, it 


could be, if it was not inſtitute to continue, till the end 
of the world (e). To mark its permanent appointment, 


wonderfully, as pages divine and human record, the Al- 
mighty preſerves it, amid even the reign and. rage of the 


Antichriſtian beaſt (J). No ſcripture inſinuates, that ought: 


is provided to ſupply its room: therefore itſelf muſt con- 


tinue, God having provided for us, under the Chriſtian 


period, not woks E, but BETTER things, than under 


the old (g). The giving of the Spirit can ho more ex- 
clude a goſpel- miniſtry, afterward; than in the apoſtolic 


age, it did: can no more exclude the neceſlity and uſe - 
fulneſs of this, than of the ſcripture itſelf, 


() Eph. iv; 11-13. (ö) Matth. xxviii. 19. 20. 1 Cor: xi. 
26. (c) 1 Tim. iv. 1.3. 2 Tim. iii. 1.7. 2 Theſſ. iii: 


2.13. (4) Acts xxvi.- 18. Eph. iv. 11.15. Tit. i. 11s 
e- Rev. ii. 43% (f) Rev. xi. and xii. 1 Heb. Xi. 40 


FFP 
— pa * 1 — * 


„% 


8 3 

— : 

r 
IST tt 


„ —2 <4 


2 =v 
— — W 
1 — 


GAS Tug * ot, — 
A EG 
ne , 
2 + 
— ' — 


— 
——— vÄ— . 
——— 


1 „ 


————— ann 


— B ——— — 


2 
. ; ©” . £ — * 
4 —_—_ — — e I b = * — C — 2 3 
4 * * — — — 8 4 Fo 3 SRL _ 1 * = — — 3 * : * 2 
4 4.4% p & We. N EE 4 3 8 = y 1 2 — — a — — — — — "ae A y mw * „ * Le . — 4 . — — . 
3 2 + a =» A ” pr pho N ＋ =x „ "LI 8 g = F4 y — a fl - — — — Fes — 1 
r 8 4 WR L a __ * — — — 1 — N — 
2 ares to > % a S N — 3 * * . 2 — RT > — 2 8 ws 5 33 r ey 
— r 3.4 2 . 2 * r a * e f — 
— 8 72 ry HE SE ac Ga, oa — — OS, Sth : "ks * rs * —— = — — - bag —— - ” Þ — — — — * n . — _ - —— HR , > . 
x e ** 4a 4 * 0 — —— <4 ” * > 1 2 2 E r > a 1 
* 2 mr . 2 2 2 — 2 2 —— 3 f 479 . ” >; < | 9 
— 2 _m_— — — 
— — — — ins —— ———— 1 
A * — 0 * = * — _ _ - - —— * — 1 
F 
— 5 * 6 * 


— 


— 


— 2 erin 


8s on the government of the Chriſtian church. 


LL TEK; 


'Tthout ſome proper furniture, it is abſurd, to. ima- 

gine any ſhould be ſent of God, to the miniſterial 

work. When the aſcended Jeſus gave to the church, 
apoſtles, evangeliſts, paſtors and teachers; he gave giſt: 
unto men. Who, ſaith he, goeth a warſars at any time 
on his own charges (a)? What is the furniture, the qua- 
Iifications prerequiſite, according to the ſacred word? A 
blameleſs converſation; a good report; experience of 
the ſelf debaſing work of the Spirit of God; compaſſion 
to the ſouls of men; a fixedneſs in the Chriſtian doc- 
 trines; a diſpoſition faithfully to perform his vows; an 
 aptneſs to teach the ignorant, and convince gainſayers (5). 
Knowledge of languages, knowledge of the hiſtory and 
ſciences of this world, are uſeful handmaids to affiſt us 
in the ſtudy of divine things. To preach from the 
oracles of God, without capacity to peruſe the originals, 
eſpecially if verſant in romances and plays, I abhor; 1 
geteſt. This aptneſs to teach, however, conſiſts not chief. 
ly in any of theſe; but in a capacity to conceive ſpiritual 
things, and with ſome diſtinctneſs expreſs their concep- 
tions to the edification of others; in that energy and 
life, whereby one, as affected himſelf, declares the 
truths of God, in a ſimple, ſerious, bold, and conſcience- 
touching manner (c). The difference of this from hu- 
man eloquence, loud bawling, and theatrical: action, is 


evident. Theſe may touch the paſhons, affect not the 


conſcience : they may procure eſteem to the preacher, 
none to. Chriſt; theſe are the product of nature or art; 
this the diſtinguiſhed gift of God, without, which in a 
certain degree, none can have evidence, he was diyinely 
ſent to miniſter the goſpel of Chriſt. 

No appearance of furniture, real or pretended, can 
warrant a man's exerciſing the miniſtry, unleſs he have a 


th Eph. iv. 8. 11. 1 Cor, ix. 7. 00 1 Tim. iii. DIA © 2 Tim. 
. 2. Tit. i. 5. 9. () 1 Tim. ii. 7. 1 Cor. Xii. 8. Col. iv. 3. 4 
2 ess iv. 19, and ii. 4 - 2 Cor. li. 14. 2 Tim. ü. 15. If I. 4 
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regular call, That LL may propheſy one by one, is in- 
deed hinted in the ſacred records: but there it is evident, 


ioſpiration treats of what pertains to extraordinary offi- 


cers in the church; hence there is mentioned the gift of 
tongues, extraordinary Pſalms, revelations : the ALL 


that might prophecy are therefore, not 4L L the mem 


bers of the church; not women, who are forbid to ſpeak 
in the church; but AL L the extraordinary officers called 
prophets (a). The AL, that were ſcattered abroad 


from Jeruſalem, and went about preaching the goſpel (b), 


could not be ALL. the believers; for there remained at 
Jeruſalem. a church of believers for Saul to make havock. 
of, It muſt therefore have been aLL. the preachers be- 


fides the apoſtles. To ſtrengthen this, let it be obſerved, 


that the word here rendered PREACHING, 1s no where 
in ſcripture, referred to one out of office: that every 


one of this diſperſion, we afterward: hear of, are repre- 


ſented as evangeliſts, paſtors, or teachers (c). Parents: 
and maſters wy the ſame inſtructions that miniſters. 


do; but with a different authority: not as. mini/ters of © 


Chriſt, or officers in his church. If either gifts or ſaints 
Thip entitled to preach the goſpel; wo would be unto e- 
very gifted/perſon, every ſaint, that did not preach it (4). 


If our adored Redeemer refuſed the work of a civil juDGE; 
becauſe not humanly veſted with ſuch power (e); will he 
allow his followers to exerciſe an office far more impor- 
tant, without any regular call? Has oracles diſtinguiſh 


between the miſſion of perſons; and their gifts, ſome- 
times called à receiving of the Holy Ghoſt, John xx. 
21. 23. If, vi. 6. 7. 9. 5 ; 1 

To render the point inconteſtibly evident, he demands, 
how men ſhall preach except they be ſent? declares, that 
no man rightly taketh this. honour to himſelf, but he that 
is called of God, as was. Aaron, I ſent them not, there- 


fore they ſhall. not profit this people at all, ſaith the: 
Lord (f). The characters divinely affixed to miniſters, 
preachers or heralds, ambaſſadors, ſtewards, watebmen, 


angels, meſſengers, brighily mark their. call and com- 


miſſion to their work. The inſpired rules for the qualifica- 


(4) x Cor. xiv. 31. (); AQs viii. 2. 4. (c) Acts viii. 3. and. 


IX. 1- and xi. 19. and xiii. 1. (4) 1 Cor. ix. 16-17. () Luke zii. 
Iz 14. J] Rom. x. 15. Heb, v. 6. Jer. Xx. u. 21. 32. 5 


Let 9. of the qualifications, &c. of goſpel-miniſters. 9 


tions, 
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tions, the election, the ordination, of miniſters, are di- 
vinely charged to be kept 7i// the day, the ſecond coming 
of Feſus Chriſt (a). For intermeddling with the ſacred 
buſineſs, without a. regular call, has the Almighty ſe. 


verely puniſhed numbers of men, Witneſs the deſtruc · 


tion of Korah and his company; the rejection of Saul; 
the death of Uzza; the leproſy of Uriah; the diſaſter 
of the ſons of Scheva (3), Ec. 

- Toruſh into it, if gifted, or imagine. we are ſo, at our 
own hand, introduces the wildeſt diſorder; and the moſt 
ſhocking errors: it did ſo at Antioch, and the places ad- 
jacent; where ſome falſely pretended a miſſion from the 
apoſtles (e). This too was its effect with the German 
Anabaptiſts; and with the ſectaries of England. Aver- 
' Gon at manual work, pride of abilities, a diſturbed ima- 


gination, a carnal project to promote, prompts the man 


to be preacher, Such ultroneous ruſhing is inconſiſtent 
with the deep impreſſion of the charge; and the care to 
manifeſt their miſhon, every where in ſcripture, obvious 
in the miniſters of Chriſt (4). However ſound his doc- 
trine; great his abilities; warm his addreſs; where is 
the divine promiſe of God's eſpecial prefence. proteQion, 

or ſucceſs, to the ulrroneous preacher? Where is his 
conduct commanded, commended, or unmarked with 
wrath, exemplified, in the Newt wart | ? How then can 
the preaching, or our hearing, of ſuch, be in faith? How 


can it be acceptable to God. or profitable to ourſelves? 


For whatſoever is not of ſaith, is fin (e). Fallely this 
preacher pretends a. mifhon from Chrilt : wickedly he u- 
ſurps am authority over his church (J): rebelliouſly he 
deſerts his own calling, and attempts to void the office, his 
Saviour has appointed; to fruſtrate the difpenſation of 
the goſpel committed to his faithful ambaſſadors: For, 

how can they fulfil their miniſtry, if others take the work 


out of their hand? How can they commit it to faithſul 


men, if, not. waiting their ION, men ruſh. into it at 
pleaſure 75 


5 1 Tim. in. 10 and v. 27. 22. (5) Numb. xvi. 1 Sam 


Xittv 1 Chron. xt, 2 Chron. xxvi-+ (0) Acts xv. Gal. ii. 5. 
(4) 2 Cor. iii. 5.6, Jer. i. Ezek. iii. Rom. i. 1 Gal. i. rs. 16. 
John iii. 27. 28. (c) Rom, xiv. 23˙ FJ) 1 Thelf. v. 12. 
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Let. 9. Of the qualifications, &c. of goſpel-miniflers. Gt 


In vain, pleads the ultroneous preacher, that a par- 
ticular miſſion to the office of preaching and diſpenſing the 
ſacraments was only neceſſary, when the goſpel was firſt 
publiſhed to the Heathen, 
new, to children, as neu, to ſuch as never heard it. 
Nor, when hinting the neceſſity of a miſhon, does the in- 
ſpiring Spirit make any diſtinction, whether the goſpel be 


newly diſpenſed, or not: What therefore God hath join- 


ed together, let no man put aſunder, In vain, he pleads 


an immediate commiſſion from God: in his infallible ſta- 


tutes, having fixed ſtanding rules of vocation to the 
miaiſtry, by the me ſiation of men; God gives us no com- 
mand, no encouragement, to hope for an immediate call, 
till the end of time. Abſurdly then, we allow any to 


have ſuch a call, till we ſee the /igns of an apoſtle wrought 


in him. It is not ſufficient, he be ſound in his doctrine; 
exemplarily holy in his life; active in his labour; difinte- 
reſted in his aims, ſeeking not his own, but the honour 
of Chriſt ; not his own carnal proſit, but the ſpiritual 


welfare of men : every ordinary preacher is, or ought to 


be ſo. 


But, to this claimant of a miſſion uncommon ; 


working of miracles, or ſuch extraordinary credentials, 


muſt demonſtrate, he hath not run unſent, | 
In vain, the ultroneous preacher boaſts of his feelings, 


his ſucceſs; his moving his audience; his reforming their 
lives; as if theſe demonſtrate his al from God, On 


earth, was ever deluſion carried on without pretence to 
or without appearances of theſe? Let them, who know 
the hiſtory of Popery; of Mahometiſm ; Quakeriſm, G.; 
fay if they were, 
ſet pretended far more ſtrictneſs, far more devotion, than 


the family of Chriſt? Who knows not, that Satan may, 


and has oft transformed himſelf into an angel of light ; 
his miniſters into the form of the inſpired apoſtles ; * 


his influences, almoſt indiſcernibly ſimilar to theſe of 
the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt ? Who knows not, how oft 
vain glory, proud and falfe extolling of himſelf and party, 


in their number, their ſpiritual experience, and high ad- 
vances in holineſs, mark the difinguilhed impoſtor ? how 
oft his ſermons are larded with theſe?  - 


No more, Amelius, tell me, if the ſermon be a 
If God. has preſcri- 


you do not regard who preach it. 


From age to age, it is as 


Who knows not, that the Phariſaic 
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62 On the government 7 the Chriſtian church. 
bed a method of call; has ſtated the qualifications of the 


candidate; has warhed againſt preachers unſent; has oft 
marked their guilt with viſible ſtrokes of his wrath ; be 
aſhamed to talk, at ſo arrogant, fo careleſs a rate, Lay 
it not, in the power of the Meſopotamian wizard? lies 
it not in the power of a Romiſh jeſuite; nay, ff per- 


mitted, of Beelzebub; for a time to preach you many 


truths of the goſpel, in the warmeſt ſtrains ; the loftieſt 


language? Would you, my friend, acknowledge the 


THREE, for honoured ambaſſadors of Jeſus Chriſt ? Tell 


me not, your preacher is wonderfully pious and good: 


perhaps you have only his own atteſtation; where bettet 
known, he may be a drunkard, a ſwearer, a villain, for 
you, Suppoſe he were pious: ſo was Uzziah; yet it 
pertained not to him to execute the prieſts He. Say 


not, he is wonderfully gifted; ſpeaks like never man: 
* {ſo was Korah, a man famous, and of renown: 


ch, perhaps, were the vagabond ſons of Scheva. Say 
not, his earneſtneſs in his work marks his heavenly call: 
no, ſuch were the Satanic exorciſts juſt mentioned: 


| ſuch was Mahomet the vileſt impoſtor. To aboliſh the 


1dolatry, and various other abominations of his country, 


he expoſed himſelf to cruel reproach; to manifold hard- 


ſhip, and hazard of life: about fourteen years almoit, 
unſucceſsful, he perſevered in this difficult, but deluſive 
attempt. What hunger ! what cold! what torment and 


death! have ſome jeſuitic, and other antichriſtian mil: 


fionaries undergone, to propagate the moſt ruining de- 
lafions of hell! all under pretence of earneſtneſs to gain 
ſinners to Chriſt and his church ! In the view- of eterni- 
ty, ponder, my friend, the ſcripture no where ſaith, 
How ſhall they preach except they be gravious ? except 
they be gifted ? except they be in earneſt but, How foal 
they preach except they be SENT? 


x 
Js. 


LETTER = 


Pp theſe 1 qualified for the miniſtry, there are 


diverſities of gifts, * but one ſpirit (a). As the 
© I ** xil. 4. 


ſame 


Let. 10. Of the election of miniſters, &c. 63 


ſame food, though abundantly wholeſome and nouriſhing, 
is not equally ſuited to the taſte, appetite, and conſtitu- 
tion, of different perſons and nations; ſo the ſame gifts 
in a candidate, for the goſpel-miniſtry, are not equally 
adapted to every perſon and place, To ſecure edifica- 
tion, there muſt therefore be, a choice of the cirTs 
moſt appoſite. Who fitter to make it, than theſe who 


are to enjoy the uſe thereof, if their ſenſes be exerciſed 


to diſcern good and evil? Can any man pretend to know 


better, what gifts ſuit the caſe of my ſoul, than I do 


myſelf ? 


Theſe, ignorant of the fundamental truths of Chri- 
ſtianity: theſe, ſcandalous, profane, deniers of the di- 
vine original of the Old and New Teſtament, or of any 
truth therein plainly revealed: theſe, neglecters of the 


public, private, and ſecret worſhip of God: theſe, given 
to curſing, ſwearing, Sabbath profanation, drunkenneſs, 
whoredom, or other ſcandalous courſes, are deſtitute of 
capacity and right to chuſe a goſpel-miniſter. The ig- 
norant are utterly incapable to judge, of either the 


preacher's matter or method. The openly wicked have 


their hatred of Chriſt and a faithful miniſter marked in 
their forehead : neither, as has been formerly hint- 


ed (a), appear viſible members of the Chriſtian church. 
To admit them therefore, to chuſe a Chriſtian paſtor, 
would be a method, introducing ruin and wo; a method 
equally abſurd, as for unfree men to chuſe the magi- 
ſtrates of a burgh : rather, equally abſurd, as if igno- 


rant babes, and our enemies the French, ſhould be ſu- 
ſtained electors of our members of parliament, and privy 
council (5). * 


Whether viſible believers, adult, blameleſs, have a 
right to chuſe their paſtors and other officers, muſt now 
be examined. All along from the Reformation, it has 
been the avowed principle of Scotch Preſbyterians, they 
have. Their fir/# book of diſcipline, publiſhed A. D. 
1560, declares the lawful calling to the miniſtry to con- 
liſt in the election of the people, the examination of che 


miniſtry, and admiſhon by both; and that no paſtor 


ſhould be intruded upon any particular kirk without their 


{9 Letter ae 0) Eh. il. 12. 19. 
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PT On the 2 of the Chriſtian church, 


_«conſent (a). Their ſecond book of diſcipline declares, 
that the (people's) liberty of ehuſing church- officers con- 
tinued till the church was corrupted by Antichriſt : that 
patronage flowed from the Pope's canon law; and is in- 
conſiſtent with the order prefcribed in God's word (5). 
From various documents, the Aſſembly 1736, declared it 
obvious, that, from the Reformation, it had been the 
fixed principle of this church; Tha# no miniſter ought to 
be intruded into any pariſh contrary to the will of the 
congregation : they ſeriouſly recommended a due regard 
hereto, in planting of vacancies; as judicatories would 
ſtudy the honour of God, and the edification of men (c). 
It is the /aw of Heaven, however; the book of the Lord; 
that here, and every WRErS, ; intend to build my faith 
upon. 

That of Matthias is the frſt inflgives of an election of 
an officer in the Chriſtian church. No doubt then it is 
marked in the ſacred hiſtory, as a pattern for the ages to 

come. Being an officer* extraordinary, his call was in 
part immediately divine, by the determination of the lot. 
Being a church- officer, he was choſen by the church, as 
far as conſiſted with his extraordinary office. The diſ- 
ciples about Jeruſalem, an hundred and twenty, were ga- 
thered together. Peter repreſented the neceſſity of filling 
up Judas? place in the apoſtolate, with one who could be 
a meet witneſs of Jeſus* doctrines, miracles, death, re- 
ſurrection: the hundred and twenty diſciples choſe, ap- 
pointed, or preſented two; whom they judged proper for 
that work, The office being extraordinary, and per- 
haps, the votes equal, the deciſion, which of theſe two, 
was referred to the divine determination of the Lor. 
After prayer for a perfect oxE, it fell upon Matthias; 
and he was Synkatepſephisthe, by /ufrages or votes, ada. 
ed to the number of the apoſtles (d). 

Had the next election of a church- officer entirely ex 
cluded the Chriſtian people, one had been tempted to 
ſuſpect, Matthias? extraordinary caſe was never deſigned 

for a pattern, Inſtead hereof, the choice, being of an 
ordinary officer, is entirely depoſite in their hands. Ne- 
yer were men dener, wanne for ſuch an nn, than 


0 Chap. iv. (6) Chap. xii. (c) Adds xiv. 0 Ads i. 15. . 
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Let. 10. Of the election of miniſters, ec. 


the inſpired, the Spirit-diſcerning apoſtles ; yet when re- 
trained, by laborious attendance to their 333 
r 


work, the miniſtry of the word, and of prayer, from ſuf- 


ficient leiſure to diſtribute their multiplied alms, to 


their now numerous poor; and directed by the Holy 
Ghoſt ; they ordered the Chriſtian people to /vok out, 
chuſe, ſeven of their number, men of honeſt report, full 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and wiſdom ; who might be ordained to 
the office of deacons. Judging of the mentioned qualifica- 


tions, the Chriſtian multitude, entirely of their own ac- 


cord, chuſe Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Ti- 
mon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, Theſe they preſented to 


the apoſtles; who immediately ordained them, by 
prayer and impoſition of hands (a). Here, by inſpired 


appointment, the people had the whole power of electing 
their deacons. If they have the power of electing one 
ordinary officer; why not of all? If in the caſe of dea- 
cons, they can judge of the qualifications of honeſt re- 
port, full of the Holy Ghoſt, and of wiſdom, what hinders 
them to judge of theſe, or the like, in the caſe of mini- 
ſters? If Jeſus and his apoſtles argued from the leſs to 


the greater (5); who can forbid us to argue, If it be 


right and equal for the Chriſtian people to chuſe deacons, 
who take care of their ſacred alms ; is it not much more 
right and equal, they have the choice of their paſtors, 
who take the overſight of their ſouls? 


A third inſtance of the Chriſtian people electing their 
eceleſiaſtic officers, relates to the joint travels of Paul 


and Barnabas, at Lyſtra, and places around (c). Theſe 
two divinely directed meſſengers of Chriſt, having ordain- 


ed, Gr. through ſuffrages or votes conflitute, them elders, 


presbyters, in every city, and prayed with ſaſtings, com- 
mended them to the Lord, Here it is plainly marked, 
that theſe elders, pretbyters, WERE CHOSEN BY $UF- 
FRAGES, VOTES, in order to ordination, This the 
Greek word CHEIROTONESANTES, in our verſion, by 


the fraud of the Engliſh biſhops, rendered AD orDAiNED, 


plainly imports, CHEIROTONEo, the root, is borrowed 
from the cuſtom of giving votes at Athens and elſewhere 


(a) Aa vi. 16. 


| 5 90 Matth. vi. 5. 1 Corel 35 ; 
% Acts xiv. 23. . A 1 Cor i 10 
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66 -Onthe S of the Chriſtian. church. 


of Greece, by lifting up of · the hand. Where ever it is u- 
Fed in the Greek Teſtament (a), and for ought I know in 
every Greek author, not poſterior to Luke, the writer of 
the Acts; it cobſtantly implies to give vote or ſuffrage. 
In the text before us, it agrees with Paul and Barnabas; 
becauſe they preſided in the choice, and finiſned the de- 
gn of it by ordination, Here, moreover, it is evident, 
the perſons choſen for presbyters, elders, were ſet apart 
to their office, not by a hurried prayer and riotous: ban- 
quet; but by prayer and faſtings ; and this manner of 
choice and ordination was uſed in every church. The 
very performance of the work of ordination in public 
conjunction with the church, taculy infers their con- 
ent . 
Chrift s commanding his people to try the Fenn to 
try falſe prophets, and flee from them (c), neceſſarily 
imports a right to chuſe the worthy, and reject the vile; 
to chuſe what ſuits our edification, and reject what doth 
not: for if we muſt receive whoever is impoſed; there is 
no occaſioon for trial: we can have no other. The pri- 
vilege of trial, here allowed his people by Chriſt, plajn- 
ly ſuppoſes their having ſome ability for it: and by a 
cilia peruſal of his word, and conſulting his miniſters, 
they may quickly become more capable. Has our ado- 

red Redeemer thus intruſted ro his adult members, the 
election of their paſtors; at what peril and guilt do any 
miniſters or laicks concur to bereave them thereof, thruſll- 
ing men into the evangelic office by another way; thus 
conſtituting them ſpiritual. 7hieves and robbers *® Inſtead 
of being gentle to church · members, as a nurſe cheriſh: 
eth her children; inſtead. of condeſcending to men of low 
degree, and doing all things to the glory of God, and the 
 edification of ſouls ; is not this, to ſet at nought their 
brethren; exerciſe lordly dominion over the members of 
Chriſt; and rule them with rigour?k 

In the oracles of God, where is the hint, that the 
choice of paſtors: oF ne is lodged i in 2 auf 


(a) 2 Cor. viii, 19. 000 Tit. i i. 5. | 0 1 John i iv. I. 2. 


vil. 17. I ohn v. 39. 7 3 
5 bor 


John 10. 1 Th heſſ. 1 v. * 20. Gali 1. by and V. Foe Maik 


— 


but themſelves? I, inſtead of Chriſtians, of viſible be- 
lievers, there is a congregation of practical Heathens, ig- 


no doubt, the preſbytery ought, as for Heathens, to 


men apoſtolic, inſpired, put the choice from themſelves, 


cy to ſuch, as, in his worſhipping aſſemblies, more rea- 
dily give a ſear to the rich, with his gold ring, and gay 


their greatneſs? ' 
« Shall a cottager, poor, unlearned, Who pays not one 
* farthing of the ſtipend ; and at next term will perhaps 


% of a miniſter with his maſter, a gentleman; a noble- 
e man, of liberal education, of diſtinguiſhed abilities, 


« law? Will you plead for the method of chuſing 


i ſtrife, bloody ſquabbling, or murder?“ If Chriſt's 
tingdom, as himſelf dying atteſted, is not of this world, 
how can outward learning, riches, honour, property, ſettled 


thereof? Do the learning, wealth, Oc. of a French re- 
dent in Britain, conſtitute him a freeman, a chuſer of 
rulers, a ruler of the nation? Do theſe worldly things 
render one a better Chriſtian? No. Not many wiſe 
men after the fleſh; not many mighty; not many noble, 


men oppreſs the ſaints; draw them before judoment- 


Man ot make one a ſubject of the Mediator's ſpiritual king- 
but . 6% AQs i. and vii (% John xvißz. 36 Jam. l. 1—13. 


Cor. i. 26. Jam. ii. 6. 
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norant, ſcandalous, or complaiſant in conſcience to ſuch ; 
chuſe them a paſtor, But when it is otherwiſe; ſince . 
to the Chriſtian people; who can believe it belongs to 


the clergy (a)? When Chriſt avers his kingdom is not 
of this world; when he threatens judgment without mer- 


clothing (5), than to the poor; can it be imagined, he 
has intruſted the choice of his ambaſſadors to men, for 


No more, my friend, repeat your contemptuous ſneer, 
'© remove from the congregation, have an equal choice 


« who is head of a large family, has à fixed property 
' and reſidence in the pariſh, and furniſhes almoſt the 
„% whole benefice? Will you fly in the face of our civil 


*« church: officers, which already has producd ſo much 
abode, or any thing worldly, conſtitute one a member 


are called with an holy calling. How ordinarily do rich 


eats ; and blaſpheme Jeſus' worthy name, by which they 
are called (c)? If worldly privileges and endowments can= 
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68 On the government of the Chriſtian church. 
dom; how can they entitle any to, or raiſe him above 
his brethren, in the privileges thereof? If by the Sq 
of God, the poor cottager has been made /ree indegd ; 
has been taught f profit ; is rich in faith; is a king and 
prieſt unto God ; hath. received a kingdom, which Cannot 
be moved; in the view of the Omnifcient, and wy angels, 
and every man wiſe to ſalvation, how little is he inferior 
to his rich, perhaps, his graceleſs maſter! Your rich 
man. has college-education, underſtands philoſophy, hi- 
Rory, law, agriculture ; will that infer, he underſtands 
his Bible, underſtands Chriſtian principles, ſpiritual ex- 
periences, and what miniſterial gifts beſt correſpond 
therewith, better than his cottager; who daily ſearches 
the ſcripture, and has heard and learned of the Father ? 
How oft are the great things of God hid from the wiſe 
and prudent, and revealed unto babes! Chriſt crucified 
was to the learned Greeks fooliſhneſs; but to the poor- 
eſt believer, the power of Cod, and the wiſdom of God. 
The natural man, however learned, receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God, neither can he know them ; 
for they are ſpiritually diſcerned (a). How eaſy to find 
the herdman, the filly woman, who will endure a trial on 
_ Chriſtian principles to far other purpoſe, than many. of your 
rich, your great! Your great man is the head of a numerous 
family, and has much influence in the corner. That, no 
doubt, is a ſtrong motive for him, if he is a Chriſtian, to 
be exceeding wary in his choice: if he is ſo, no doubt, 
his Chriſtian judgment ought, as far as conſiſts with ſpiri- 
tual liberty, to have its own weight, But while Chriſt's 
Kingdom is not of this world; while in him, there is nei- 
| ther male nor female, bond nor free; headſhip over a 
family can found no claim to a ſpiritual privilege. Thou- 
ſands are heads of families, but plainly aliens from the 
commonwealth of Iſrael, without God, and without hope 
in the world (5). Many are heads of families, who, by 
neglect of the daily worſhip of God, of religious inſtruc- 
tion, and other unchriſtian conduct, ruin the ſame. 
HBoaſt not, Sir, of your great man's ſettled abode: 
boaſt not of to-morrow, for thou knowe not what a 
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(a) Matth. xi. 35. 1 Cor. i. 23. 24. and 11. 14. ä 00 John 
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proprietor in forty ! 


in Jeſus? account, than all he gives? 
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day may bring forth; how ſaddenly diſaſters, death 
may pluck him out by the roots. The rich fathers, 
where are they? Do the nobles live for ever? Shall 


their dwelling continue to all generations? How oft the 
rich inheritance, in a few years, changes its maſter; 


while the race of the poor hovers about the ſame ſpot, 
for many generations! What if the cottager attend 
more to goſpel-miniſtrations, in one year, than the rich 
What if, removing at next term, 
he carry his beloved paſtor in his heart, and by effectual 
fervent prayers, availing much; by multiplied groanings 
that cannot be uttered; he bring manifold bleſſings on the 
pariſh and miniſtry he leaves; while your rich man, if 
wicked, if of the too common ſtamp, continues in it, 
for no better purpoſe than to diſtreſs the faithful paſtor, 
corrupt the people, bring down a curſe, and cumber the 
ground! Your great man bears the load of the ſtipend, 
no more than the pooreſt cottager. He purchaſed his 
property with this burden upon it: and on that account 
had its price proportionably abated. Suppoſe it were o- 
therwiſe; might not a poor widow's #wo mites be more 
Will you, wick 
the Samaritan forcerer, indulge the thought, that the: 
gifts of God, the ſpiritual privileges of his church, are 1s 
be purchaſed with money? For money to erect the 
church, or defray the benefice, will you, with the in- 
famous traitor, betray the Son of God in his church, his 
ordinance, his miniſtry, into the hand of ſinners to be 
crucified ? 1 8 
Mention not, Sir, the civil law: the very worſt ſta- 
tute thereof, relative to the point in hand, indirectly 
ſuppoſes the conſent of the congregation. It leaves to 
the preſbytery, the full power to judge, whether the 
preſentee is fit for that charge? If the congregation ge- 
nerally oppoſe; with what candour do the preſbytery, in 
Jeſus' name, determine he is fit? The laſt ſtatute relative 
hereto, declared the preſentation. void, unleſs it was ac- 
cepted, Nor is there in being, any, but the lau ef in 
and death within them, the law of itch after worldly 
gain, that obliges candidates to accept. How unmanly; 


bow diſingenuous then, my dear Amelius, is it for you, 


and your fello vs, to blame the civil law, with the preſent 
* | oe RT '- * 2» Gre 
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«courſe of intruſions! Since the reſurrection of Chriſt, 1 ſo 
almoſt defy you to produce the inſtance of bloody ſquab- 'r 
bling, or like outrageous contention, in the choice of a 1 

paſtor, where none but the viſible members of Chriſt's tc 

Nt 

G 


_ myſtical body, adult, and blameleſs, were admitted to 
act in the choice. But if, at any called popular elec- 
tions, the power was ſinfully betrayed into the hand of 


ſuch baptized perſons, as in ignorance and looſe practice ſ 
paralleled, if net tranſcended Heathen men and publicans; re 
into the hand of theſe, who, to pleaſe a ſuperior, to ob- ly 
tain a paltry. bribe, or a flagon of wi wine,. were readily de- e 
termired in their vote for a miniſter; let the proſtitutes in 
of Jeſus' ordinance anſwer for the unhappy conſequences 1 


Il * 4k of their conduct. If they ſo enormoufly broke th 
18%; through the hedge of the divine law, no wonder a ſerpent tl 


bit them. But, Sir, have you forgot what angry, what hi 
tedious conteſts about civil claims, even before ſpiritual hi 
courts ; and what neceflity of a military guard at ordina- h; 
tions, the lodgment of the power of election in patrons ri 
or heritors, as ſuch, has but lately occaſioned? - is 
Io deprive the Chriſtian people of their privilege in Ve 
chuſing their paſtor; and give it to others, upon ſecular n. 
accounts, how pregnant with abſurdity! It overturns di 
the nature of Chriſt's ſpiritual kingdom, founding a _ m 


to her privileges on worldly character and property. 
gives theſe bleſſed lips the lie, which ſaid, My Le is 
wot of this world. It ecunteracts the nature of the 
church, as a voluntary ſociety ; - thruſting men into a 


momentuous relation to her, without, ray, contrary to 

her conſent, It ſettles the miniſterial office upon a very. ( 
rotten foundation: for how hard to believe the man is a Wl , 
' miniſter of a Chriſtian congregation, who never conſeot- IM u 


ed to bis being ſuch ! to believe he has à paſtoral miſſion e 
from Chrift, for whom providence. would never open 2 tl 
dcor of entrance to the office ; but be was obliged to be 0 

| thruſt in by the window, as a "thief and a robber! Whe Wy 
comes unſent, how can I expect edification by his mini- ir 
ſtry; when God has declared, Such Hall not profit this 1 
people at all? It implies the moſſ unnatuxal cruelty. If © 
. the law of nature allow me the choice of my phyſician, 0 
wy ſervant,” my guide, my maſter, how abſurd, ro deny p 
un. the choice cf a phyſician, a ſervant. a guice, 1 47 5 
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t © foul; and to give it to another, merely becauſe he has 


a i have hot! How do thefe qualify him, or entitle: him, 
8 to provide, What the eternal ſalvation of my ſoul is ſo 
0 nearly eonnected with, better than myſelf; if taught of 

By patronage, how oft the honour of Chriſt and the 
ſonls of men, are betrayed into the hands of their decla - 
red foes! If the patron is unholy, profane; how readi- 
ly the candidate he prefers, is too like himſelf! If a 
candidate be faithful, be holy; how readily, like Ahab 


The complaiſant chaplain, who almoſt never diſturbed 
the family with the worſhip of God; who, along with. 
the children or others, took off his cheerful glaſs; ſung 


houſe; connived at, or ſwore a profane oath; took an 
hand at the cards; or ridiculed the myſteries, the expe- 
riences, the circumſpe& profeſſor of the Chriſtian faith; 
is almoſt certain to have the preſentation : perhaps he co- 


in venanted for it, as part of his wages, For what Simo- 


lar ny, ſacrilege, and deceitful perjury, with reſpe& to or- 


rns dination vows, patronage opens a door, he that runs 


iim may read. Shocked with the view, let me forbear! 


LETTER XI. 


Cuppoſe a Chriſtian ſhipwrecked upon a remote iſtand, 


conſent might warrant him to preach, and diſpenſe to 
them the ſacraments. But in ordinary caſes, no'choice 
of the people, attended with as much prayer as you 
pleaſe, can ſupply the want of ordination. There is no 
inſtance of any ſuch thing in the ſacred record. Should: 
the election of a candidate comprehend the ſubſtance of 
conferring the office, he could only be a miniſter. to his 
own congregation, who chuſe him; but merely a private 
perſon to ſuch as did not. Should his people deſext him; 
vr by wühdraument of his ſubſiſtence, force him to leave 


—— netic HART" 
— 


— ſome more money, bas à certain ** of ground, which 


” 4.95 


in the caſe of Micaiah, he hates, he ſends not for him! 


his wanton ſong; attended the lieentious ball, or play- 


by private inſtruction, to convert ſundry of the na- 
tive Heathens to his Lord: perhaps, their election or 


1 1 | 72 On the government of the Chriſtian church,” © 
= them; | his office ſhould be nullified; their choice being 
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— — — ——_—_—_ - 


recalled, and made void. But what more abſurd, than 
for other mens fins to ſtrip the moſt faithful miniſter of 
his ſpiritual function! Election marks out the perſon ; 
confers not the office: it configos a | candidate's exerciſe 
of it, to a particular part of the Chriſtian flock; Ordi- 


nation confers the office; conſtitutes the candidate a mi- 
niſter, not merely of the congregation' he is principally 
appointed to, but of the whole catholic church. Hence, 
by baptiſm, he ſolemnly admits perſons members, not 


merely of his congregation, but of the catholic church, 
By: excommunication, he ſolemnly ejects, not merely 


from his own congregation, but from the catholic 


church, In conſequence of his miniſterial relation to 


the whole church, he exerciſes his office, or any part of 
it, any where, on a proper call. Nor is he re ordained, 


when he removes from one place to another. He hath 
not, however, an apoſtolic relation to the church; is not 
a catholic miniſter thereof. An apoſtle had an actual 
charge of the whole Chriſtian church ; had full power to 


exerciſe his miniſtry, where-ever he came, without regard 
to any human call. The relation of an ordinary paſtor, 


to the catholic church, merely warrants him, to exerciſe 


his office any where in it, providing he receive a regu- 
That ordination of ,paſtors is an ordinance of Jeſus 


Chriſt, the ſacred volumes abundantly mark. Through 
election by ſuffrages, Paul and Barnabas ordained EL - 
DERS, PRESBYTERS, In EVERY CHURCH (a). By 
Paul's inſpired orders, Titus was left at Crete, to or- 
dain elders, presbyters, in EVERY CLiTY (b). By the 


laying on of the hands of the preſbytery, was Timothy 
himfelf ordained : he was apoſtolically authoriſed and di- 


reed to ordain others; and informed, that theſe direc- 
tions art to be obſerved, till the day Jeſus Chriſt (c). 


That not election, but ordination, confers the ſacred 
office, is no leſs evident, It made men, Dracoxs and 


PRESBYTERS, which were not ſo before (4). Eleven of the 


 apoltles received their office without anychoice of the people. 
he gift of the ſacred function was given to Timothy, not by 


S AQs xiv. 2 (0% Tit. f , (0 Tim iv. 14. 17 
the 
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the choice of the people, but by the laying on of the hands of 
the presbytery. Such as, in ordination, lay hands ſudden- 
ly, upon a candidate, are marked partaters with him, in 
his fin, if he run unſent (a). The ſolemn nature of or- 
dination infers the ſame truth, To prevent laying hands 
upon him ſuddenly, there is imported in it, a ſolemn, an 


accurate trial, of the candidate's qualification for his 


work: if ought appear dubious, the ordination mult be 
delayed till providence clear the affair. Till there be 
ſufficient ſatisfaction, the preſbytery cannot account to 
their Maſter, for laying hands on him; for conferring the 
office (6). If he is deſtitute of the diſtinguiſhing mini- 


ſterial gift, or any other eſſential qualification, ten 
thouſand elections, ten thouſand ordinations, can no more 


render him a miniſter of Chriſt, than as many baptiſms 


can render the Romiſh bells, living members of the Chri- 


ſtian church. If Jeſus withhold gifts, eſſentially neceſ- 
ſary for the edifying of his body; it is plain he ſends 


him not: how then can mortals give him a real miniſte- 
rial commiſhon ? for ue /putteth up a man, and there is. 
no opening. At your and his eternal hazard, do you 
people chuſe; or you paſtors ordain, ſuch a candidate: - 
you can do nothing againſt, but For the truth, Your 
power is given you, for edification ; not. for deſliruc- 


tion (c). Solemnly tried and found qualified, he is to 


be ſet apart to the miniſtry, by prayer, faſting, and lay». _ 


ing on of the hands of the preſbytery (d). 


No where, in the heavenly volume, do we find either 
precept or example, that Chriſtian people have a whit 
more right to ordain their paſtor, than midwives to 
baptize the children, they aſſiſt to bring forth. 8 N 
by a preſbytery (e): but never by private Chriſtians. 
Could theſe ordain their paſtors, or other eceleſiaſtic of- 


tion appears performed by apoſtles ; by evangeliſts; an 


ficers; to what purpoſe did Paul leave Titus at Crete, 
to ordain elders in every city? To what purpole did him- 


(ai) 1 Tim. iv. 14. and v. 22. 
0) 2 Cor. xiit. 8. 10. (4) Ads xiii. 3. and xiv. 23. 1 Tim. 
Iv. 14. and v. 22. (e) Ads vi. 6 and xiv. 2p» Tit. i. 3. 
Di. Me. I ENS oats tes 


(6) 1 Tim. v. 21. 22. 
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74 On the government of the Chriſtian church. 
ſelf and Barnabas travel about, ordaining elders in every 
church (a)? Or with what ſenſe did he write all the rules 
about ordination to the evangeliſts, Timothy and Titus; 
and never a word of them to the people, in any of his 
epiſtles? 

Thus regularly dass, the Chriſtian paſtor muſt 
enter on his important work. Endowed with ſpiritual 
wiſdom and underſtanding; poſſeſſed of inward expe- 
rience of the power of divine truth; enflamed with zeal 
for the glory of God, love to his work, and compaſſion 
to the periſhing ſouls of men; he is to endeavour ac- 
quainting himſelf with the ſpirituel ſtate of his flock; 
feed them with, not Heathenith and Arminian harangues, 
but the goſpel of Chriſt, the ſincere milk of the word; 
diligently preaching and rightly dividing it, according 
to their diverſified ſtate and condition (5). Aſſiduoufſy 
growing in the knowledge and love of divine things, he 
is to inſtruct and confirm his hearers therein. Every di- 
vine truth, he is to publiſn and apply, as opportunity 
calls for: 
once openly confeſſed, are in his time attacked and de - 
nied (c). Painfully is he to catechiſe his people; and, 
in Jeſus' name, viſit and teach them, from houſe to 
houſe (4). To awaken their conſcience; promote the 
converſion of ſinners; to direct and comfort the caſt 
down, - perplexed, tempted, deſerted; to ponder the 
ſcripture, his own and others experience to qualify him 
for this work; muſt be his earneſt care (e). Faithfully 
is he to adminiſter the ſacraments, to ſuch only, as are 


duly qualified ; and in che fimple manner preſcribed by) 


Chriſt (J). Tenderly is he v0 care for the poor; ſym- 
pathiſe with the afflicted; impartially viſit the ſick; deal 
plainly with their conſvience exhort and pray over 
them, 1n the name of the Lord (2). With impartiality, 
zeal, meeknefs, and Pente on is to rule and govern 
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© Tit. i i. . Acts . 21.—23. 
v. 11. 1 Cor: is 16. Phil. i. 24 25. 
iii. 15. Phil. 1. 17. 2 Tim. iv. 9. 
11.—13— 1 Cor. iii. 1. Acts XX. 20. 
II. XI. II. and 1. 4. BO KXXIV. 4. 2 Cor. ii. 4—7. 
àAxvili- 19, 20. and vii. 6. 1 Cor. xi. 23.29. 
10. 1 Tim. Vb 17- 18. 2 Cor. xi. 29+ Jam. v. 17. 


Fy I Pet. v. 3. 2 Cor. 
(cc) x Tim. vi. 20. and 
(4). Gal. vi. 6. Heb. v. 


(e) Acts xxvi. 18. 19 · 
Matth. 
(s) Gal. ll. 9. 
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Let. 11. Eibe ordination and duty of miniſters. 78 


the church; admoniſh the unruly; rebuke the offenders; 
5 excommunicate the incorrigible; and abſolve the peni- 
dent (2). Habitually is he to give himſelf, to effectual 
ö fervent prayer, for his flock, and for the church of God; 
5 travailing as in birth, - till- Jeſus be formed in the ſonls of 
men (5). Be a man's parts, diligence, and apparent 
piety, as they will; negligence. in this will blaſt his mi- 
niſtrations; and too clearly mark, he is therein chief 
ll influenced by ſome carnal motive, of honour or. gain. 
Finally, he is conſtantly to walk before his flock, a di- 
ſtinguiſhed pattern of ſobriety, righteouſneſs, holineſs, 
humility, heavenlineſs, temperance, charity, brotherly 
kindneſs, and every good word and work. Without 
this 0 miniſtrations appear but a ſolemn farce of de- 
geit ( 3 pn a ny, 
Can then miniſters accepting of a civil office, conſiſt 
with their faithfulneſs to Chriſt, or the ſouls of men? 
No: it is the reverſe of his bleſſed example, who refuſed 
to /adge in a civil cauſe, It is contrary to his divine pro- 
hibition, to exerciſe any /ordly dominion, It flies in the 
face of his twelve apoſtles, who averred, It was not fit, 
miniſters of, Chriſt ould leave the word of God, and ſerve 
tables, It contradlicts the famed apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
who avers, the moſt eminent man was inſufficient for the 
miniſtry alone (4). It rebels againſt the inſpired charge 
to miniſters, to beware of entangling themſelves with the 
affairs of this life ; and to give themſelves wholly to read- 160 
ing, meditation, exhortation, and doctrine; to preach 42 
the word ; inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon; reprove, «iv 
rebuke, and exhort, with all long ſuffering and dec | 
irine ( ka BER In Ct 
Can miniſters reading of ſermons conſiſt with the dig- 
pity of their office? Did Jeſus, or his apoſtles, ever ſhew 
hem an example? No. At Nazareth, when he read his 
text in the book of Eſaias, he cloſed his book, and diſcour- 
ſed to the people. On the mount, he opened bis mouth, 
and taught: I hear not that he took out his papers and 
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(a) Heb. xiii. 17. 1 Tim. v. 20. 21. Tit. iii. 10. 2 Cor. ii. 
6. 7. (0) Ads vi. 2. 4. Eph. iii. 14.— 19. Gal. iv. 19. 
%) 1 Theſſ. it. 10. (4) Luke xii. 14. Matth. xx, 25. Acts 
vi. 2. 2 Cor. ii. 16 (e) 2 Tim. ii. 4 1 Tim. iv. 15. 2 Tim, 
iv. 2. | „ 9 
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76 on the government of the Chriſtian church. 

read. In his pentecoſtal ſermon, Peter /i/7 up his voice, 
and ſaid : his papers and reading, I hear nothing of, 
After reading of the law and the prophets, the rulers of 
the ſynagogue, of Antioch in Piſidia, deſired Paul and 
66 45 Barnabas, not to KEAD; but to 47 on. Our adored 
1, Saviour knew well enough how to direct his ambaſſadors : 
pj;yet be ordered them, Go PREACH, not read, the goſpel 
1 


dio every creature (a). How hard to believe, he who 
W Com gifts to men, for the edifying of his body, would 
Wl; $4 ſend the ſermoniſt, whoſe memory and judgment are fo 


inſufficient, that, from neither, he can produce an half- 
hour's diſcourſe, without reading it! How dull and in- 
ſipid the manner | How abſurdly it hinders the Spirit's 
aſſiſtance, as to matter, during the diſcourſe ! How 
ſhameful! Shall thgbookleſs lawyer warmly and ſenſibly 
_ "plead almoſt infignificant trifles ? and ſhall the ambaſſa- 
dor of Chriſt, deprived. of his papers, be incapable to 
plead ſo ſhort a ſpace, in fayour of his Maſter, and the 
ſouls of men? i | 


LETTER XII. 


IJ TOR is the office of the ruling elder, pres byter, lels 
truly authoriſed in the inſpired mandates of our 
bleſſed Redeemer, Its threefold cord of divine warrant, 
is not eaſily broken, Writing: to the Romans, our in- 
ſpired apoſtle affords us this remarkable" document: /e 
being many, are one body in Chriſt, and members one of 
another. Having then gifts, differing according to the 
grace that it given to us, whether prophecy, let us pro- 
fhecy according to the proportion of faith ; or miniſtry, let 
us wait on our miniſtering ; or he that teacheth, on teach. 
ing; or he that exhorteth, on exhortation- he that giveth, 
lat him do it with ſimplicity: he that ruleth, with dili- 
gence, &c. (6). Here we have a liſt of the ordinary of- 
ficers of Chriſt; one body, the church. Here is the 
eacher ; he that teacheth, Here is the paſtor; he that 
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exhorteth. Here is the deacon; be that 


Of ruling elders and deacons.  »y 7 
giveth, Here 


is another officer diſtin from them all; he that ruleth. 


His. deſcription atteſts, that aui is, if not his ſole, 


his principal work. He cannot then be the goſpel · mini - 
lter, who, though he rules, yet not ruling, but preach- 
ing of the goſpel, is his principal work. Though this 


ruler, he that ruleth, is placed after the deacon, it in- 


fers no inferiority. In the ſacred liſts, Chriſt reckons 
vp his church-officers, in what order he pleaſeth. In 
one, prophets are placed next to apoſtles: in another, 
evangeliſts are placed between them (a). The divine 
perſons themſelves are not alway reckoned in the very 
ſame order (5). He that ruLETH, is here marked by 
a diſtin character; as having a different gi/?, and a 
diſtin work, from his fellow- officers, 
fore, muſt be DISTINCT, His furniture is of God; is 
gifts, grace given: by God, his character of ruler, is 


impoſed; and his manner of executing his office, pre- 


ſcribed : his function is therefore divinely warranted. 

Elſewhere, the divine Spirit informs us, that God hath 
ſet ſome in the church, GovernmenTs (c). Theſe muſt 
be underſtood of GoverNoRs; as miracles are after- 
ward explained, of workers of miracles. 
ments or governors, are marked to be s i in the CHURCH, 
not the ſtate; by Gop, not men: they are. marked to be 


diſtin officers by themſelves. Their character, oVERx- 
MENT, implies, that RULING is their principal work ; - 


rather, the whole execution of their office, 


But no where ſhines the divine warrant of ruling elders, 


with more illuſtcjous brightneſs, than from that noted 


oracle, Let the elders, that rule well, be counted or- 


thy of” double honour ; ESPECIALLY. they who labour in 
word and doctrine (4). 


ed neceſſarily pertain to the church. The whole epiſtle 


is writ to Timothy, to direct him how to behave in the. 


church of the living Gd, and its directions are to be 


kept till the day e Jeſus Chriſt (e). Here two ſorts of 
elders are plainly diſtinguiſned: ſome that only rule 


. well; others that alſo labour in word and doctrine. 


0. cor. X11. 26. Eph. iv. 11. 
Rev. i. 4. 5. 00 1 Cor, xi. 28. 
Ill, 15. and vi. 14” | 


060 Kat TY 19. 
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51 Onthe government of the Chriſtian church. 


gard. 


- 


Not one place is in the New Teſtament, nor perhaps in any 


Greek author, where the word MAL1sTA, here rendered 


ESPECIALLY, does not diſtinguiſh between different per- 


ſons or things (a). How abſurd then to imagine, it does 


not diſtinguiſh here! The ruling elders, who labour not 
in word and doctrine, are here divinely commended, and 
have a reward of double honour aſſigned them: but, if 
it were their duty, 1 labour in werd and doctrine; how 


could God commend, or charge them to have double ho- 


nour given them, while, however well they ruled, they 


neglected, or ſlothfully performed, the principal part of 


their work; did not diligently labour in word and doc- 


trine? Is, my friend, the laborious apoſtle, and the 


Holy Ghoſt, who inſpired him, turned advocates for the 
lazy preacher; or for him, who, like the dioceſan bi- 
ſhops, rules, WELL I ſay not; but Jabours not in word 
and doctrine. The manifold torture, this text hath ſuf- 


fered, to wreſt it from the native ſenſe juſt now given, 


ſerves almoſt only to diſplay, what enmity men have to 
the truth. Their ſhiftings 1 diſmiſs, as unworthy of re- 
THE ruling elder not being called to preach the myſte- 
ries of Chriſt; it is not abſolutely neceſſary, he poſſeſs 


the ſame degree of aptneſs to teach, as the preſbyter, who 
labour in word and dodtrine. As to every other qualiti- 


cation, neither ſcripture nor reaſon appear to.plead any 
difference, No ſcripture I have obſerved hints their e- 


lection or ordination to differ from that of the paſtor; 


nor that in matters of eccleſiaſtic rule, they have either 
more or leſs authority than he. The ſame manner of holy 


converſation, watching over the flock, impartial receiving. 
of members, warning and cenſuring the unruly, viſiting 
and praying over the ſick, is required of them (6). 


In the whole ſacred record, nothing 1s more clear 
than the divine appointment of deacons. In the apoſtolic 


| hiſtory, as has been already declared, on another ſubject, 


we are informed of the occaſion, the manner of entrance, 


and the end of their office (e). At Philippi the inſpired 


(% Gal. vi. 20. Phil. iv. 22. 1 Tim. iv. 10. and v. 8. 2 Tim. 


Iv. 13. Tit. i. 11. 2 Pet. ii. 10. Acts xx. 38. and xxvi. 3. 
) 1 Tim. v. 17. Ads xx. 31. 35. Jam. v. 11. (% Acts V. 
2.6. Sce Let. 19th, CE ar i we 2 5 
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amined. 


14 (J) John xy.4i. 35. 


Let. 12. Of ruling elders and deacons.” 9 


epiſtle finds and approves them in ſunction, Phil. i. 1. In 
his miſſive to his beloved Timothy, the ſame inſpired a- 
poltle preſcribes their neceſſary qualifications (a), In a 


| Lorecired text, their office is divinely approven, and 


the manner of diſtributing*the church's ſtore preſcribed, 


* that giveth, let him do it with ſimplicity ( 75 In an- 
5 , 


er, by their deſignation of uEUrs, their uſefulneſs is 


7 ſufficiently marked (c). They ought to be men of honeſt 


report, full of the Holy Ghoſt, and of wiſdom and gravity. 
They are to be ſet up in the church by the choice of the 
people, and ordination by the miniſters of Chriſt, Their 
buſineſs is to ſerve tables, infpe& the cafe of, and pro- 
vide for the poor, and manage the temporal affairs of 
the church (4). In managing theſe, their power is the 


very ſame, with that of the paſtor and ruling elder, 


Ruling elders and. deacons indeed are not equally ne- 


ceſſary with paſtors, to the very exiſtence of the Chri- 
ſtian church yet both are appointed, without any hint, 


that their office is temporary: both are appointed upon 
moral, grounds, equally reſpeQing every Chriſtian pe ; 
riod: the neceſſity of ruling the church; of ſupplying 
the poor; and ſerving tables, Gl” e both are 
appointed, amid rules to be kept till the day of Jeſus 
Cbriſi (e). Both the offices ought, therefore, to be coa- 
dinge n. Ull the end of time. 


"LETTER Tul. 


H E nature, the conveyance, the partition, and ex- 

erciſe of the power, committed by Jeſus to theſe, 
paſtors, ruling elders, and deacons, mult next be . 
If his kingdom is not of this world, the whole 
authority pertaining thereto muſt be, not of a temporal. 
but /piritual kind (J). Its rule is not the carnal ſtatutes 
of men; but the ſpiritual oracles of the Holy Ghoſt (g). 
It is not derived from any carnal earthly porenrate 3 but 


(a) 1 Tim. iii. 4 2 0 Rom. xii. 8. 


(c) + Cor. xii. 20. | 
(1) Acts vi. 1.---6. 1 Tim. il 3. 12. 


e) 1 Tim. iii. with vis 
(s) 1 Tim. iii. dog 1*— 2 Tim. 
Lit. * 87 4 
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8 On the government of the Chriſtian church. 
from the quickening Spirit, Jeſus Chriſt the Lord (a), 


ks matter is ſpiritual ; the keys, order, and govern- 


ment. not of a carnal and earthly monarchy ; but / the 


Kingdom of heaven (b). The doctrines preached relate not 
to human ſcience; but are ſpiritual and divine (c). The 


ſacraments confirm no earnal privileges; but bre 
feal, and apply Jeſus“ ſpiritual perſon, righteouſneſs, 


and benefits (4). The diſcipline is not carnal, affecting 
the body, purſe, or outward privilege ; but ſpiritual, 


reſpecting the ſoul and conſcience ; whereby the unruly 
are admoniſhed and rebuked; the obſtinate ejected from 
the {ſpiritual fellowſhip of ſaints, and the penitent recei- 


ved to the fame (e). The manner of exerciſing this 


power is /piritual; not in the name of a creature; but 


of Jeſus the eternal Spirit, whoſe kingdom is not of this 
world (/). In reſpe& of its ſubject, it is not intruſted 


to civil and earthly rulers; but to ſpiritual officers given 
to the church, by her head (g). In reſpect of its object, 


it is verſant about perſons, not as men of this world; 
but as ſpiritual members of Chriſt's myſtical body. Diſ- 
cipline is verſant about civil actions, not as political 


crimes; but as offenſive to God, ſcandalous, and ruining 


to the fouls of men (/). In its ſcope, this power tends 
not to increaſe mens wealth, or outward honours ; but 
to gain their ſouls to Chriſt, deſtroy their corruption or 
fleſh, and to ſave their ſpirit (i). . 


Is the government of the Chriſtian church, of ſuch 
a ſpiritual nature? how wicked then 10 admit to her 
offices, theſe, no way marked with the Spirit of Chrilt ! 


How wicked to pervert her ordinances, ruling her in a 
| political manner; inſtigate by carnal motives, and ac- 


cording to the edicts of princes, acts of parliament, or in- 
clinations of men! How criminal to diſpenſe her ſacred 


ſeals to any; to multitudes; deſtitute of every ſhadow 
of ſpiritual memberſhip, in the myſtical body of Chriſt! 


(a) Matth. xxviii. 18.---20 John xx 2.— 23. Matth. xvi 
19. and xvili. 15.20. (5) Matth. xvi. 19. (c) 2 Pet. 1. 19. 
20. 2 Tim. iii. 16. 17. (d) Rom. iv. 11. and v. 6. 1 Cor. x. 


16. 17. (e) Matth. xvi. 19. and xvill. 15.---20. 1 Cor. v. Iz. 


2 Cor. ii. 1.7. John xx. 21. —23. (f) Acts xvii. 18. Matth. 


xxvill. 19. 1 Cor. v. 4. (g) Eph. iv. 7.11. Matth. Xvi. 19, 


and xviii.. 15.20. (Y 1 Cor. v. 12. 13. 2 Cor. x. 8. (i) Eph, 
iv. 1115. 1 Cor. v. 5. | | | 5 5 


How 


_ 


Let. 13. Of the nature, & c. of church-power. 81 


How ſinful to impoſe the ſacred ſupper under civil penal- 
ties; or to qualify men for offices in the ſtate! What a 
ſhocking transformation this, of that kingdom, which is 
not of this world ! 

This ſpiritual power, derived from Jeſus, is but of a 
miniſterial, a ſtewardly kind. In the church, one it our 


MASTER and LAWGIVER, even Chriſt, His officers ate 
no more than /fewards of the myſteries of God; mini- 
and ambaſſadors for 


fſters, preachers, or heralds, 
him (a). Not the ſmalleſt degree have they, of power,. 
to affix a new or additional ſenſe ro- his laws; nor in the- 


molt indifferent thing; to-eſtabliſh a new one; but ſolely 
to explain and apply his ſtatntes, as the circumftances of 
To his law and to his teſtimony ; if 


his church require, 
they ſpeak not according to. this word, it is enen there 
is no light in them (5). 

That church officers derive this power from Chriſt;. 
not through the mediation of faints, magiſtrates, or dio» 


ceſan biſhops, but immediately from himſelf, is no leſs 


clearly marked in the ſacred page. Already it has been 
illuſtrate, that neither ſaints, magiſtrates, nor dioceſans, 
as ſuch, are veſted with any ecclefiaſtic power by Jeſus- 
Chriſt (ce) They can therefore no more convey: it to o- 
0 than I can diſpone the dukedom of ——ro my 
On. 
uſeth the choice of his adult 


members, to point out the 


candidate fit to receive church - power (d): but the power, 


the office, he himſelf conveys; To the ſaints; the inſpi- 
red Pau] thus addreſſes himſelf, Our authority, which 
the LoD hath given vs, for your edification (e). Not 
any deputed by him, but the Lord himſelf, gives his of- 
ficers the keys of the kingdom of heaven; the power of 
church-order and government. Thus he makes them 
ſtewards. in his houſe; heralds in bis kingdom. 
God that g8Ts- them in the church; makes them:oyers- 
ſeers and rulers over others in the Lord (J). The mini- 
ſterial pewer is ſo far from * from the church, ſs 


(a) Matth. xx iii. 


om. x. 14. 
6th, 7th. 
and xvii. 


” Ts: Fam, 1 iv. 10. 1 Cor. iv. 1. col. 1 7. 
x; v. 19. 20. (6) Iſ. viii. 20. (5) Let. th 
(1) Let toth. (% 2 Cor. x. 8. (/ Marth avi. 195 
18.20. and xxviin 18.20. Joku 2 xX. a 


. Cor. Xii. 28. Acts xx- 28; 1 Theſſ. v. 12 
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In ordinary caſes, our adored Redeemer indeed 
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232 on the gevernment of the Chriſtian church. 


Xi. 18.20. 1 Cox. v. 4 Ads xxx. 


in part, it is prior to her exiſtence. The apoſtles were 
ordained to found New-Teſtament churches, when, and 
where there was none. Miniſters buſineſs is partly cal- 
culate to gather churches out of the world ; to call them 


to Jeſus, who are not members of his myſtical body (a). 
The characters impoſed on church- officers confirm this 


point. They are called ambaſſadors, preachers or he- 
ralds, flewards, rulers over others in the Lord, &c, (Y). 
Finally, to theſe officers, not to ſaints, magiſtrates, or 
dioceſans, hath Jeſus immediately directed the rules of 
their management; that they Judge only of theſe that 
are within the church ; that they domineer not over the 
church; that they ordain, lay hands on, no man ſudden- 
ly; do nothing by partiality ; that they rebuke ſcandalous 
finneis openly, refed? obſtinate heretics, &c. (c). To 
them he immediately directs the promiſes of his ſpecial 
preſence, direction, ſupport, in their work; and of his 
ratification of it; and his rewarding them for their faith- 
ful diſcharge of it. To them he immediately directs the 
threatenings of puniſhment, for miſmanaging it (d). 
But how is this church power parted, and to be exe- 
cute? How are theſe Keys of the kingdom of heaven di- 
ſtribute? That of order or knowledge, comprehending 
the preaching of the goſpel, and adminiſtration of the ſa- 


craments, is allotted only to miniſters. They only are 


the elders, who labour in word and doctrine: and to 
each of them, this power equally pertains, and is to be 
exerciſed by him, in his congregation (). The key of 
juriſdiction relative to the admiſſion of members, ordina- 
tion of officers, cenſuring the unruly, caſting out the ob- 
{!inate, and abſolving the penitent, pertaining equally to 
paſtors and ruling elders, is to be exerciſed in ſacred 


_ courts, conſiſting of two or more of theſe church-rulers, 
_ conſtitute in the: name of the Lord Jeſus (/). 


Were it poffible the whole members of the militant 
church could-unite in one congregation, the very light of 


| (4) Matth. xvi. 19. and xaviii. 19. 20. Mark xvi. x5.---20. John 


xX. 21.23. , Rom. x. 14. 1Cor. iv. 1. 1 Theſſ v. 12. 


(e). 1 Cox. v. 12 1 Pet. v. 3. 1 Tim. v. 20. 21. 2 Tit iii. 10. 


ld) Matth. xxviii. 20. and xvi. 19. and xviii. 1520. Luke 


Nil. 42. Rev. ii 2.20. (e) 1 Tim. v. 17. (J) Matth. 


natute 


nature imports, they ſhould have but one judicature over 


them. But ſince, continuing one myſtical body of Chriſt, 


their number and diſtance enforce their dis junction into 
various worſhipping affemblies ; it is requiſite they have 
over them, judicatures, ſupreme and ſubordinate 


THESE, to manage their Jeſs important affairs; THAT, 
to maintain their union, and order their more general 


and momentous concerns. In three different courts of 
judgment, it is ſuppoſed, church-officers may meet in their 
Maſter's name, In a congregational sESsSsION, compoſed 
of one or more miniſters, with ruling elders and deacons. 


In a claſſical ESV TER Y, compoſed of miniſters and 
elders from ſeveral congregations, affociate together for 
mutual rule. And in a $yNnoD provincial, national, 


or general, compoſed of miniſters and elders, from ſeve- 


ral preſbyterial aſſociations. The divine warrant of thoſe 


courts muſt be narrowly examined (a). ; 


LETTER XIV. 


\ HAT congregational ſeſhons have a divine war- 
_ rant, is thus inſtructed, | The very light of na- 


ture directs us to determine ſmaller cauſes, by a ſmaller 
court. 


When Jethro propoſed, inferior judges in Iſ- 
rae] ſhould determine the eaſier cauſes; Moſes, and God 
by him, approved the motion, and execute the fame (5). 
Threatening puniſhment on our ſinful anger, and wrath» 
ful expreſhons, Jeſus plainly approves the Jewiſh inferior 


_ courts, for cauſes Jeſs important (c). In the Chriſtian 


form of church diſciptine preſcribed by him, the finiſhing 


| Phraſe, Let him be unto thee as an Heathen man and 
publican, clearly alludes to the Jewiſh. form of procedure 
They had rulers, and conſequently 


in ſcandals (d). 
courts in every ſynagogue, or worſhipping congrega- 
tion (e). By virtue of miſhves from the high prieſt, 


| to theſe Saul had free acceſs to puniſh the Chriſtians, 


(-) Matth. xviii. 18. 1 Tim. iv. 14. Ads xv. 60 Exod. 
XV11i. 22. 26. (c) Matth. v. 22. 


*. . 


Let. 14. Of the warrant for congregational ſeſſions. 83 


viii. 22. 26. (/) Matth. zviiis"1 5-78, 
() Mark v. 35-—38. Luke iii. 41. and zii. 14 Ads xiii. 15. 


— 
1 — 


— — — —— - 23 0 


— —————— — —ů 


in every ſjnagogue (a). To theſe xAuALSs, or congre- tain 
gational courts, it pertained to eject from the ſynagogue; ſtiat 
and order tranſgreſſors to be held for Heathen men and teri 
' publicans (b). To theſe xanats therefore, and their tion 
procedure, Jeſus here alludes, But why, -unleſs he or. | 
would intimate, that fimilar courts ſhould be in every Wit 
Chriſtian ' congregation ? In this form of diſcipline, our they 
adored Saviour marks his utmoſt averſion to have offences ced 
Propalled, If one can remove them by himſelf; it is beſt out 
of all. If this ſecret attempt ſucceeds not; not above ceſſi 
ene or two mare are to be taken along; that if poſſible, plac 
the offence may not be blazed abroad. The church, war 
therefore, to which the offence is to be told, after pri- 
vate admonition is fruitleſs, muſt be underſtood in the pri- 
vateſt ſenſe of the word. The following context im- 
ports, that it is a CHURCH, which may conſiſt but of 
two or three met together in Chriſt's name. It is not- 
withſtanding a church having power to bind and looſe 
from cenſure; that is, a church poſſeſſed of the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven (c). It cannot then be the whole 
congregation, who are not calculate to conceal offences; 
who ordinarily conſiſt of hundreds, or thouſands, and 
to whom, Chriſt, as hath been evinced, has given no ju- 
dicial power (d).  _ J 
That particular congregations are called cyuurcnHss, 
has been ſufficiently marked. We read not merely of 
the CHURCH, but alſo of the cauvrcnEs. or particular 
congregations, at Corinth, and other places; of a cyuvrcn. 
in an upper room; of a EHURCH in the houſe of Aquila; 
of Nymphas; of Philemon (e) We read that the a- 
poſtles took care to ardain elders in every CHURCH : 
that theſe were ſuch, as rule well, and others. who alſo 
labour in word. and dedtrine, has been illuſtrate (J). 
Now, to what purpoſe, ſhould theſe be ordained in EveRY 
chukch, except they were to meet in a court, for joint 
rule thereof? C e 1 
In fine, the invincible law of neceſfity requires ſuch a 
court. Offences muſt needs come: order ſhould be main- 


(4 Adds ix. 1. 2: )] John ix. 22. (c) Matth. xviii. 20. 
19. with chap. xvi. 19 (4) Letter 5th (e) 1 Cor. xiv. 34. 
aud xvi. 19. Col. iv. 19. Phil. 2. (/) Ads xiv. 23. I Tim. 
=_ 17. Letter toth. 12th . 


gained: 


Let. 1 5. "Oe, "the warrant for claſſical preſtyteries. 


tained (a). But how fati guing; how impoſlible for Chri- 
ſtians, in every matter of judicature, to attend preſby- 
teries or ſynods ; perhaps far diſtant? A ſingle congrega- 
tion of Chriſtians too may be ſo fituate, amid Heathens 
or. heretics, as to have no acceſs to either of theſe courts, 
Without a congregational judicature, how then could 
they be governed? Or, ſuppoſe the whole church redu- 


ced to one congregation ; how could it be governed with- 


out a congregational court ? Should I obſerve, that ne- 


ceſſity obliges its inveterate enemies, to ſubſtitute in its 


place a ſhadow thereof; the conventions of their church. 
wardens ? we” 


LETTER XV. 


O 1. ſtrongly, Sir, pleads the light of nature for 
the claſlical preſbytery. The trial, the ordination, 
and depoſition of paſtors; the diſpenſing of more ſolemn 
cenſure; the judicial deciſion of controverſi ies, which 


deeply concern the welfare of different congregations, 
it ſhews too hard, except in caſe of extreme neceſlity, to 
be managed by the rulers of ons, Experience teacheth 

us, that congregational elderſhips are generally too weak, 


to examine paſtors for ordination; too weak, to refute 


or judge a ſubtle heretic; too weak, to determine ſome 


intricate caſes, Controverſies may happen, which a 
ſeſſion cannot compoſe. A particular member may judge 


their determination ſo wrong, that he cannot ſubmit, 


The ſeſſion may be equally divided againſt itfelf. The 


ſeſſion and congregation may fall by the ears. Offend- 
ers in one particular act, may be partly in one, partly in 
another congregation. An important diſpute between 


two or more congregations may happen. How ſhall theſe 


points be comfortably ſettled, except paſtors and ruling 


elders from different Congregations concur in Jadging 


thereof? 
The unity of all particular Chriſtian congregations, 
as one e body of Chriſt, patively en, that uni- 


(9 Matth. xviii. 720. o Con xiv. 40. 
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ty and fellowſhip among them ſhould be carried to the 
higheſt (a). By the expreſs mention of a preſbytery 
employed in the ordination of Timothy (b); by exhi- 
biting various patterns of one preſbytery governing a mul- 
tiplicity of congregations, the ſcripture - plainly deter- 
mines the divine right of this claſſical court. Waving 


others, let the inſtances of Jeruſalem, Antioch, Epheſus, 


and Corinth, be conſidered. 5 9 
A number of Chriſtian congregations, or worſhipping 
aſſemblies at Jeruſalem, there certainly was, To the 
hundred and twenty preſent at the election of Matthias, 
Peter's pentecoſtal ſermon to the dwellers at Feruſalem, 
added three thouſand more : juſt after, believers were 
daily added to the church. At another ſermon by Peter, 
many believed, and the number was about five thouſand. 
Soon after, multitudes were added to the Lord, Quickiy 
after, the diſciples multiplied greatly; and a great num- 
ber of the prieſts were obedient to the Chriſtian faith (c). 
Buy this time, Sir, you cannot ſuppoſe the Chriſtians fewer 
than twenty or fotty thouſand. A perſecution inſtigate 
by Saul, made havock of theſe, and ſcattered many a- 
broad: yet about twenty years after, there were MaxY 
thouſands, Greek, TEN THOUSANDS, Who did believe, 
and were zealous of the Iaw (d). It is impoſhble, theſe 
MANY TEN THOUSANDS could be fewer than 40,000; 
perhaps more than the double. Now whatever may be 
faid of their preaching in Solomon's porch, or courts of 
the temple; they had no place but private houſes to re- 
ceive the ſacred ſupper (e). What private houſe was 
ſufficient to contain theſe forty or eighty thoufand, while 
they met to eat it, on every firſt day of the weck 
None certainly. They behoved, then to divide into a 
great many particular aſſemblies. That they did ſo, 1s 
further evident from the number of their teachers. Be- 
ſides a number of prophets and , preſbyters, the twelve 
apoſtles, for ſundry years, continued moſtly at Jeruſa- 
lem; preaching and diſpenſing the ſacraments (/). Can 
% Rom. xii. 6. Eph. iy. 4--+6. 1 Cor. xii. 12.---27. ( 1 Tim. 
iv. 14 (e) Acts i. I5- and ii. 41. 47. and iv. 4. and v. 14. and 
vi. 7. d) Accs viii. 1.---3. and xxi. 20. (e) Accs ii. 46. 
and xi. 12. and xix. 9. and xx. 8. and xxviii. 30. 31. Rom: xvi. 5g. 
(J) Afts i. 26. and ii. 14. 42. and iv. 31. — 37. and vi. 2. and 
| Ville 14. and xv. 2. 8 e | 
by One, 


* 
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one, in his wits, imagine, theſe laborious teachers, who 
had the world for their province, idled away their time, 


ſo long, with a ſingle congregation ? The Chriſtians too, 


at Jeruſalem, were very diſtinguiſhed in language; Ro- 
man, Cretian, Cappadocian, Arabian, Perſian, Median, 


&c (a). Infers not this, their being ordinarily taught 


in different aſſemblies ? 


At Antioch, a GREAT NUMBER believed. While 1 


nabas afterward preached there, muca people was added 


to the Lord. So mightily the believers multiplied, that 


they were there fir/? called Chriſtians (b). Here too 


was a great number of teachers: firſt divers of Cyprus 
and Cyrene : then came Barnabas: finding ſtill too much 


work, he brought Paul thither alſp. There came after, 
prophets from Jeruſalem. Paul and Barnabas continued 


there teaching, with many others alſo (c). Where were 
ſo many believers to aſſemble to ordinances, without any 


pretence to a Solomon's porch for preaching in; where 


were ſo many laborious teachers; who can doubt of a 


variety of worſhipping aſſemblies ? | 

At Epheſus, the word of God grew mightily, and pre- 
vailed; multitudes heard it, and the name of Jeſus wa- 
magnified. To preach the Chriſtian faith, a great door 


and effettual was opened. Many confeſſed their finful 


deeds, Many others burnt their magical books, to the 
value of fifty thouſand pieces of filper (d). Here, en- 


couraged with his great ſucceſs, Paul continued above 


two years. Here he conferred the gift of tongues upon 


| twelve diſciples that propheſied. When he paſſed this 


way ſome time after, here was a conſiderable number of 
preſbyters or biſhops ; which he convened at Miletus. 


He prayed with them ALL: and they ALL wept ſore (e). 
How could theſe numerous Chriſtians be diſpoſed of; 
theſe teachers employed; and theſe e aſed; with- 


out a variety of congregations ? 

At Corinth, Paul preached a year and an half 5 any * 
believed, and were baptized. Beſides theſe, prin i 
Lird bad mu ca people in that * ( J). Here was a variety 


6 Ads it 5. 12. (0) Acts xi. 21. 24. 26. Ve) Aas xi. 20. 
23: 26 and xili. .— 3. and xv. 35. (4) Acts xix. 8. 10. y. - 20. 
(e) Acts xix· 45. and xx. 17. 28, 36. 37. | 


I Cor. xvi. 8. 9. 
(/) Acts xviii. 38. 10. 
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of teachers, two er three, to ſpeak, and others to Cater, 
Here was a variety of tongues, and of CHURCHES to uſe 
chem; and in which their women were enjoined to keep 
f llence (a). Who now can doubt of a variety of worſhip. 
Ping congregations ? 

That a variety of Chriſtian congregations was at Jeru- 
fem; at Antioch, at Epheſus, and Corinth, has. been 
demonſtrate. . Yet, theſe at Jeruſalem are divinely 
marked, to have been onE CHURCH : ſo theſe at An- 
tioch; ſo theſe at Epheſus; and in fine theſe at Co- 

rinth (b). How were theſe diſtin churches'or worſhip. 
ping aſſemblies ouE cuvacu ? Not merely in union to 
Chriſt, and mutual affection one to another; for ſo, all 
- ſaints are ONE, whether in heaven or in earth. Not in 
reſpect of joint fellowſhip in one place, at the ſupper of 
the Lord, as has been juſt now evinced. And therefore 
one CHURCH, in virtue of conjun& government under 
ONE preſbytery. The eccleſiaſtic officers of theſe cities 
are marked to have been the common governors of the 
one CHURCH, conſtitute of theſe different congregations, 
So at Jeruſalem (c), at Antioch (4), at Epheſus (e), at 
Corinth (/). For acts of eccleſiaſtic government, to take 
care of the churches temporal, but ſacred ſtore, and di- 
ſtribution thereof; to ordain and ſend forth other offi- 
cers; to excommunicate obſtinate offenders; to reſtore 
enitents ; the rulers. of theſe aſſociate churches aſſem- 
bled together 5 To ſhew their meetings deſigned fot 
2 pattern to after ages, the infallibly inſpired apoſtles, 
ſometimes called ders, pres byters, here fat on a level 
with other rulers; reaſoned, voted, and meddled with no- 


thing, beyond the reach and power of ordinary 1 PRESBY- 
"TERS 650. 
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LETTER XVI. 


- argued from the eccleſiaſtic Sanhedrim, or nation- 
al council, of,the Jewiſh church? That this was differ- 


ent from the high civil court of the kingdom, their dif- 
ferent preſidents and work, in the reign of Jehoſhaphat, 
. without more ado, may evince, This had the ſupreme 
power of declaring obſtinate tranſgreſſors to be held as 
Heathen men and publicans. To this therefore Jeſus, in 


his form of Chriſtian diſcipline, may be ſuppoſed, partly, 


to allude (a). Might not the divine warrant of this court 
be pled, from the general hints of inſpiration ; that two 
are better than one ; that in the multitude of counſellors 
there is ſafety ; that the ſpirits of the prophets are ſub- 


ject to the prophets (5) The law of neceſſity too, un - 


anſwerably pleads it. Not only the people of various 


worſhipping aſſemblies, butof differentclaſſical aſſociations ; 
nay, a whole preſbytery, is in hazard of being actually in- 
fected with hereſy, idolatry, corruption; or may have a 


controverſy with, and have given actual offence, to their 
brethren around: ſhall there be no remedy ; no ſuperior. 
court, no church, to tell the matter to, for redreſs? In 


the ſacred record, how oft are the whole profeſſors of 
the Chriſtian faith, repreſented as onE CHURCH, built 
upon Chriſt ; and herſelf the pillar and ground of truth; 


ONE BODY of Chriſt to which all church- officers are di- 
vinely /et ; to whole uſe they are given by Chriſt; and 
to which we muſt give none offence (c)? Infers not this 
ONENESS, this relation of all officers to the catholic 
church; that, if poſſible, the ons CHURCH, ONE Bo- 


DY, ought to be governed by oNE COURT; that if in- 
creaſe of members inforce a diviſion, into various congre- 


gations, theſe ſhould be ſubje& to one preſbytery : and 
if further increaſe intorce a diſtinction, into various 


(a) 2 Chron. xix. 11. Matth. xviii. 18. (5) Eccleſ iv. g. 
Prov. xi. 14 1 Cor. xiv. 32. (c) Matt h. xvi. 18. 1 Tim, ili. 
15. Eph. iv. 4 11. 12+ 1 Cor. xi. 12. 28. and x. 223 

| - +. preſbyterial 
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ght not, Amelius, the divine right of a ſynod, be 
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preſbyterial aſſociations, theſe, if poſſible, ſhould unite 
in ſubjection to o E ſynod? e 
Nothing more plainly illuſtrates the divine warrant of 
eccleſiaſtical ſynods, than the apoſtolic pattern thereof; 
a pattern, which documents there are ſcandals zof poſe 
ſibly removed by any particular congregation on earth, 
This meeting at Jeruſalem, about eighteen years after the 
death of our Lord, was occaſioned by the rROER 
CAUSE of a ſynod, Pretending a commiſhon from the a- 
poſtles, ſome heretical teachers came down from Jeruſa- 
lem, to Antioch in Syria, and the places adjacent, By 
reaching that circumciſion, and the obſervance of other 
branches of the ceremonial law, continued neceſſary to 
. falvation they ſubverted ſome, and troubled other mem- 
bers of the churches there. After much unſucceſsful. 


_ diſputing, Paul, Barnabas, and others, were delegate | 


0 Feruſalem, to the apeſiles, and elders, as. this 
matter (a). 
PROPER MEMBERS of « nod here convened, to con- 
ſider this queſtion, The apoſtles and elders at Jeruſalem: : 
Paul, Barnabas, and others from Antioch : no doubt other 
commiſſioners from Syria and Cilicia, where they were 
: troubled with the falſe teachers; and to whom the decrees 
were ſent (b). In vain, I hear, that not merely church- 
officers, but the whole body of Chriſtian profeſſors were 

| Judges on that occaſion : the brethren, the whole church, 
the whole ultitude. For it has been demonſtrate, no 
part of church authority is lodged in her private mem- 
bers (c). Women, real members, a real part of the 
whole church, and Chriſtian multitude, are divinely for- 
bid to ſpeak in the church (2), Should it therefore be 
ranted, the whole body of Chriſtians were gathered to 
judge of this matter; the judgment of private mem- 
bers could amount to no moge than the ſaints judging the 
world, or judging of angels doth (e); that is, an appro- 
| bation of diſcretive judgment; without which, from the 
Chriſtian multitude, I know not, if any judicatory on 


earth can to edification determine an intricate point of 


general concern, Should any (till init, the whole mul- 


TY Acts xv. I. 2. 5. 23+ 24. 41. 60 Aas, ww: 6: 0 . 
zb. 00. 1 Cor. xiv. 34. 000 1 Cor. vi. 2. 3+ - 
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titude · of believers were actually ape to judge of 
this affair, equally with the apoſtles and elders: 1 beg he 
Will inform me, where they obtained a PLACE, proper for 
fo many ten thouſands of judges, to reaſon and vote with 
diſtinftneſs. Did the inveterate Jews compliment them 
with Solomon's porch ? or could it have been proper for 
the purpoſe? But that the brethren, who joined in 
judgment with the apoſtles and elders, were not private 
perſons; but rather commis$10NnEeRs from the troubled 
_ churches around, is evidently marked, in that Judas and 
Silas, two of them, were PREACHERS (a 
Here, as in a ſynod, every member, inſpired, or not, 
ated by orDINAaryY and EQUAL POWER, in the whole 
"buſineſs laid before them: Paul an apoſtle, Barnabas a 
prophet, were as inferiors, delegate by the Antiochian 
church (5b): the elders who convened had the fame 
power as the apoſtles, To the elders, teaching or ru- 
ling, as well as apo/Hles, was the matter referred. El- 
ders, as well as apoſtles, convened to conſider it. In 
the deciſion, elders, as well as apoſtles, ſay, It ſeemed 
good to the Holy Ghoſt, aud to us, Elders, as well as 
apoltles, impoſed the neceſary 1hings upon the churches, 
Elders, as well as apoſtles; authoritatively determined 
the decrees. By elders, as well as apoſtles, were the 
falſe teachers judicially marked with the infamous bran! 
of TROUBLERsS and SUBVERTERS of ſouls, In the name 
of the elders, as well as apoſtles, the letters of the meet- 
ing, containing their deciſion, were wrote to the chutches. 
By. elders, as well as apoſtles, were the meſſengers 
choſen, to deliver the decrees to thoſe concerned. In 
ſhort, this ſynod knew nothing of e/ders being improper 
judges in matters of faith, and caſes of conſcience (c). 
But why here did the inſpired members put themſelves 
on a level with others, if not to exhibit, to after-ages, 
an authoritative PATTERN? _ 2% 
Aſſembled together, the apoſtles and elders proceeded p 
in the ORDINARY METHOD of ſynods, They examined 
the point, by much reaſoning and diſpute, In conſe- 
e of mature e deliberation, they determined the que- 


0 AQts xv. 22. 00 aa, xv. 2. (e) Acts xv. 2. 6. 22. to as 
30. Acts xvi. 4. e 
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ſtion, and ſent DpERETORY miſſives, with proper meſſen- 
gers, to the churches concerned, In their diſputation, i 
they argued from the oracles of God: on theſe they "I 
founded their deciſion ; and hence therein ſay, It ſeemed 
good 19 the Holy Ghoſt, and to us (a). If it was not to 
_ conſtitute a PATTERN to after ages, how fooliſh ; how 
abſurd, for men inſpired to reaſon. and diſpute on the af- 
fair! The fentence of one inf] Pied was ſufficient for dect- 


g ſion. / 
il In this convention, the l and elders exerted pre- 4 
Ciſey the WHOLE POWER of a Chriſtian ſynod. In op- det 
a poſition to the hereſy taught, they, by a doctrinal deci- C01 
j fon, plainly declared, That obedience to the Moſaic ſut 
aw of ceremonies, was no more neceſſary, A firſt and be 
1 ſecond admonition not being rejected, they excommuni- 1 
aate not the heretics : but, to move the church to avoid ſyr 
4 them, they ſtigmatized them, Troublers of the church, inf 
14 - ſubrerters of ſouls, A decree for promoting decency and od 
= good order, they enacted; importing, that to avoid of- Wu 
W fence, the believing Gentiles ſhould abſtain from fornica- pri 
tion, things flrangled, and blood (6). . It, 
I In vain I hear it pretended, this meeting was merely cor 
| conſultative ; their deciſion a mere advice. For what in Un 
it is rendered LAY UPON, ordinarily imports an authori- che 
tative impoſition. The deciſion is expreſsly called a ne- CQU 
celſary burden (c). It is called DECREES ORDAINED. ſtot 
The word rendered DECREES, every where, in the New 8 
Teſtament, imports autboditative ſtatutes, The word COU 
rendered ORDAINED, When applied to aſſemblies, im- the 
ports authoritative deciſion. Joined together, how ner- ky 


voully muſt they import the AuTHORIT x of the deciſion, 
before us ! the effect of the deciſion anſwered to autho- chu 
rity, approven by Chriſt (d). Cheerfully the churches luc 
ſubmitted to theſe pecrEes ; and were by them confirm: 
ed in the faith, comforted in heart, and increaſed in pov 


under daily (e). Could my friend wiſh a more exact 13 
Pattern of a | ſynodical meeting! ? or can he refule, that 11 

(a) Acts xv; 7,--=30. 00 Ads xv. 24. —29. (e) Acts xv. at 
28. (a), Acts xv. 10. Matth. xxiii. 4. Acts Xvi. 4. and vii. 7: 0 
Luke ii. 1. Col. ii. 14. Eph. ii. 15. John xyIii. 31. Acts xxiV- +5 
| 6 (e) Acts avi 45+ and xv. 31. AS ſp 
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"LT TER. en. 
Lready, the divine warrant for eccleſiaſtic courts, 


demonſtrate, By what means ſhall theſe judicatures be 


convened? what power belongs to each? are they 
ſubordinate, the former to the laiter? are points now to 
be examined. 

That civil magiſtrates have a power to call eceleſiaſtic 


ſynods, has, from the unerring oracles of Heaven, been 
inſtructed. In the church too, Jeſus has lodged full. 
power to convene ſach meetings. This is interwoven 
with her very conſtitution; nor man, nor angel, can de- 
prive her of it; and at her peril ſhe attempts to ſurrender 

it. To have power of government, without authority to 
convene a judicature to exerciſe it, is quite inconſiſtent, 
Under the Old Teſtament, magiſtrates, being often the 
churches friends, called ſundry, if not moſt of her 


councils (2). During the period of New-Teitament hi- 


ſtory, and for ages aiterward, magiſtrates were open - 


nemies to the church; ſhe therefore called her own. 


councils (5). As the members of ſynods are ſubje&s of 


the magiltrate, as well as of Chriſt ; as their meeting is 
connected, in ſome. degree, with the intereſts of the ſtate, 


as well as of the church; it is moſt deſirable, when 


church and ſtate harmonize, in the convention of — * 
ſuch council. 


When convened, theſe . judicatorilh have no 


power to interfere in any thing civil, as ſuch. Chriſt's- 
kingdom, whoſe officers they are, is nat of this world. 


His pattern directs them to avoid dividing and Judging, 5 
in an) thing civil (e). Civil injuries beet, not 4s Ct 


* 


00 2 ct en xix. 8. — 11. and chap xxIx. and xx. Matth. ; 11. 
+5 (5) Acts vi. and xv. (6) John x XVI. 9455 Luke *. i. 
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villy hurtful ; but as ſinful, offenſive, and ſcandalous, 


come under their conſideration (2). No church- court 


has power to enact new laws, properly ſo called; one 
being their MASTER and LAWGIVER, even Chriſt, To 
each of theſe courts pertains a power to call before them, 


Whatever church- member r their inſpection, the bu- 


ſineſs to be conſidered concerns. To each pertains a power 
to hear and judge every cauſe regularly preſented to 
them; and to admit, cenſure, and abſolve, as is moſt 
conducive to ediſication. To congregational sss 10 Ms, 
| it pertains to inquire into the ſpiritual ſtate of thoſe un- 
Ger them; to admit to, or ſuſpend from the ſacred 


| ſeals; to admoniſh, rebuke, and abſolve, as is edify- 


ing (5). To PRESBYTEREES, it belongs to ordain paſtors, 
and perhaps other church-officers; to excommunicate 
Notorious offenders; and to manage and determine ſuch 
affairs, as are too hard for the ſeſſion (c). To $synops, 
jt belongs miniſterially to determine controverſies of faith, 
and caſes of conſcience; to lay down rules for ordering 
the circumſtances of the public worſhip of God, and the 

government of his church, according to the maxims pre- 
ſcribed in his word; and to receive complaints in caſe of 
maleadminiſtration. The lawful ſentences of theſe courts, 
are to be received with. reverence and ſubmiſſion; not 

only for their agreement with the inſpired word, but al- 


% 


dinance of God (4) 


10 $YNODs? It certainly doth, The very light of na- 
ture teacheth me, that if there is an higher court, I may 
appeal to it, if wronged by an inferior. A ſubordination 
of judicatories, in the Hebrew church, is from ſcripture 
1 bundantly evident (e). Is our danger and neceſſity leſs 
than theirs? Or did Jeſus leave them more complete re- 
medies for their diforders? It were abfurd to think the 


12. 13. Ezek. xxxIv. 4 Matth. vii. 6. 2 Theſf Hi. 6. 14 15. 


3 Cor. xi. 27, Jude 23. (c) 1 Tim. iv. 14. x Cor. v. 4. 5. 
Matth. xXviti. 15. 20. (4) Acts xv. 15.31. and xvi. 4 
Matt b. XV ili. 17.—20. ) Exod. xviii. 22 26. Deut zvib 


3. 12. 2 Ghz. xX. & 11. 


one, 
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ſo for the power whereby they are made, as being an or- 


But does the heavenly warrant bear, that s£$$10Ns 
ought to be- ſubordinate to PRESBYTERIES; and theſe 


9 Matth. xviii. 1520 % Heb. in. 17. 1 Theſſ v. 
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Let. 17. Of the calling, Ke. of church courts, 9 
one, or the other. The gradual aſcent of managing of- 

Fences, preſcribed by himſelf, plainly confirms this ſub» 
ordination. His care for the whole church, cannot be 
leſs, than that for a ſingle member, If then an inferior 


judicatory offend us, ought we not to carry the matter to 
theſe who have more influence: and authority? If the 


offending judicatory neglect to hear this; ought not the 
offence to be told to the church in the higheſt ſenſe of the . 
word? Who knows not, that the Jewiſh 

forms are alluded to, and part of their rules quoted 


church, whoſe 


in this ſacred form of proceſs, was repreſented, not only 


in their ſynagogic courts, but chiefly in their eceleſiaſtic 


ſanhedrim (a)? This ſubordination too, is farther evin- 
ced from the churches, the preſbyterial aſſociations, of 


| Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia, Oc. their referring an af - 


fair to the famous ſynod at Jeruſalem, juſt now mention- 


ed, and their readily ſubmitting to its determination (6), 


To deay this ſubordination of church - courts, is pregnant 


with the groſſeſt abſurdity. It would import, that what - 


ever proviſion Jeſus, her head, has made to check or re- 


dreſs leſſer and perſonal evils; he has made none to re- 
dreſs the groſſer; hereſies, ſchiſms, and ſcandals, where- 
in many are guilty, It would import, that a ſmall con- 
gregation, perhaps of ten or twelve, convened by them- 

| ſelves, have more power, than when aſſembled with a 
variety of ſuch congregations, and their rule:s; there 


being ſuppoſed in the former caſe a power of juriſdiction z 
in the latter, no more but {imple deliberatioa and advice, 


It would import an almoſt utter impoſſibility, for the 


whole Chriſtians in a kingdom to agree in any uniform 


plan of doctrine; worſhip, diſcipline, or government; 
each congregation being left to act entirely by ittelf It, 


would import. that every miniſter is paſtor merely to his 
own congregation; and hence cannot go, as ſuch, to an- 


other; or to propagate the goſpel among Heathens and be- 
retics. It would import the moſt. abſurd tyranny.,over. 


the paſtor; in that his whole doctrine and condu& ſhall 


be merely ſubject to the cogniſance of his own: elders, or 
People. And, in fine, that the inſpired Paul quite miſ- 


6% Matth. xviti. 16. Deut. xix 15. 0) AG ,] 7 


26 on ite government of the Chriſtlan church. 
took himſelf, when he wrote, that the ſpirits 9. the % 
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LETT ER XVII. 


IO prevent and edveſ the ſcandals of TOUTE mem 
bers, is one great end of her judicatures. No ſin, 

however heinous, while it remains an abſolute ſecret, can 
be a ſcandal. It tempts none to imitation. It can grieve 
the heart of none but the guilty. Every open and plain 
violation of the divine law, by omiſſion or commiſſion, is 
ſcandalous: voluntary groſs ignorance of divine truth; 
apoſtacy from it; denial of the being of God; contempt 
of his word; neglect of his inſtituted worſhip; idolatry; 
ſuperſtition ; blaſphemy ; profanation of Gods names, 
titles, attributes, ordinances, words, or works; breach 
of the Sabbath by idleneſs, carnal employments, or re- 
creations; want of natural affection; cruelty; malice ; mur- 
der; drunkenneſs; unchaſtity ; ; coyetouſneſs; fraud ; lying; 
feviling, and the like (a). To impoſe indifferent things, as 
neceſſary, in religion: to do things indifferent, as the eat - 
ing of fleſh, if it tend to the tempting of others to ſin ; or 
It it grieve the godly ; and produce comention and diſor= 


der; is ſcandalous, finful, and murderous (5). Prayer, t 
falling and other things good in themſelves, may be ren- 1 
dered offenſive in their circumſtances, cauſe, manner, in- 3 
ſtrument, place, or time (c); as prayer by a man drunk, 3 

or in the ſtreets, Oc. When the doing, and the not * ; = 

ing, of any thing not comman led'of God, tends to offend bs 

on either fide ;' the character and number of the perſons 9 

” offended may be of lome uſe to determine our conduct: jt 
= but generally it is fafeit to forbear dornG, By this Ne 
means we are paſhye, in what offence 1 is taken; in the o- ” 


ther we thould be active. 
The method of procedure, with ſeandatous „Henle, 
ivclear. if os offence be bn to but one, or or a v3 Jes 


'L 


. 0 IC. xxvli. 11. Hol. 5 iv. 1. > 2 Cor v. II. Sy vi 9. 10. 

Gal. v. 1% , 2 Thell. 5, 6. 2. Tim iii l- . (0 Rom. 
NV. 1 Cor. vali. ( Matth. vi. 5: 16. 1. IVVIIi. 4. 5. 
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Let. 18. of ſctntale and d zee. 


cretly is he, or they, with Chriſtian meekneſs, plainnefs, 


and love, to fell the offender his fault, If hearkeningy 


he profeſs his ſorrow, and reſolution to amend ; care- 


fully muſt the whole affair be concealed, the once offend- 
ed, with pleaſure reflecting, their offending brother is 
gained. If, after one or more ſuch ſeeret reproofs, he 
continues impenitent, and defending his fault; one or 
two more Chriſtian brethren, grave, ſagacious, and meek, 


are to be taken along; and the offender dealt with, by, 


and in their preſence. If now, he appear to repent, the 
ſeveral perſons concerned in his reproof, are with care 
and pleaſure to cover his crime; leſt, by divulging it, 
they render themſelves wicked reproachers, If the of- 
fender contemn one or more ſuch private reproofs; or if 
his ſcandal be of ſuch a nature, as will neceſfarily become 
public; the affair is to be dilated to the church judica- 
tory, to which he is moſt immediately ſubject. To bring 
him to a due ſenſe of his fault, he is to be there deal 
with, in a manner prudent, affectionate, plain, convin- 


cing. If after manifold ſuch dealing of the judicatures, 
he remain obſtinate, he is to be delivered up unto Satan, 


for the deſtruction of his fleſh, or ſinful corruption, that 


bis ſpirit may be ſaved in the day of the Lord; he is to 
be caſt out from the church, and held as a Heathen man 


and publican: under which ſentence ratified in heaven, 


if he die impenitent, it appears impoſſible he can eſcape 


the damnation of hell (a). Such ecclefiaſtic cenſures are 


neceſſary to reclaim ofending brethren; neceffary to de- 


ter others from the like offences neceſſary to purge out 
the leaven of infectious ſcandals, which might otherwiſe 
leaven the whole lump, the whole church; neceſſary to 
vindicate the honour of Chriſt, and holy profeſſion of the 


goſpel; and to prevent the wrath- of God, which might 


juſtly fall upon churches, ſhould they ſuffer his cove- 


| nant, and ſeals thereof, to be profaned, by notorious of- . 


fenders (5). 
In the caſe of the inceliueus Corinthian, we have a a 


ſtinct procedure unto excommunication (c) Nothing ap- 15 


Pears extraordinary in the whole affair. It is not extra- 


(a) Matth. xviii. 15.18. (5) x Cor. v. 1 Tim. v. 20, 
Matth. vii. 6. 1 Tim. i. 20. 1 Cor. xi. 27.—34. 1 23. 
(c 1 Cor. v. and 2 Cor. ii. Fw | 
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ordinary, an unwary profeſſor ſhould fall into the mol} 


. IS fcandalous crime; nor, that his obſtinacy ſhould render 


1t neceſſary for the honour of God, and the purity of the 
church, to caſt him out from her fellowſhip = he mark 
his repentance... 

To the rulers of the Corinthian church, met in the 
name of their head, is the whole affair apoſtolically com - 
mitted, By not the ALL; but the many, or CulEr 
.ONEs (a), as the word may be rendered; it, in other places 
of the ſacred volume, being tranſlated BETTER, Mok, 
GREATER (ö); was this ſentence, this puniſhment, inflicted, 
Io inflict ſuch cenfure, however, there muſt be a prett 

general conſent of private Chriſtians ; otherwiſe it will be 
' to little purpoſe. They will not withdraw from the 


company of the excommunicated, The delivery of a 


ſcandalous perſon, obſtinate in his wickedneſs, to Satan, 
is no extraordinary thing; is no giving him up to be tor- 
mented of the devil, as ſeveral have fancied. It imports 

no more, but an ejection from the church, the viſible 
kingdom of Chriſt, into the world, the viſible kingdom 
and family of Satan. The gathering of men to the church 
is called a turning them from Satan to God, The ejec- 
tion of them muſt therefore be a redelivery of them to 
Satan. Here is no hint of bodily torment ; bat of the 


Corinthians caſting out from their church- fellowſhip, that 


- evicked: PERSON 3 and of much grief in him, as the fruit 
of it. The ale of the damned for ever, marks, that 
- Satan's torment of the body tends not to the ſaving of the 
ſoul. Beſides, a man's body is not deſtroyed, but ſaved 
in the day of the Lord, as well as his penitent ſoul. In 

| fine, if the affair had been miraculous, how could the in- 
ſpired Paul reproye the Corinthians, for not doing it ſoon- 
er? or how could he call them to ds it forthwith ? 

Working of miracles was none of their buſineſs. 

To render a man excommunicable by us, neceſſarily 
| ſuppoſes his connection with us in church-fellowſhip. To 


caſt out theſe never in immediate Chriſtian communion 


withrus; or, to pretend to deliver corruptions to Satan, 
as if they had been church. . and Satan a purger 


0 2 1 ii. 7 "uh 00 Math. vi. 25. Mark Xl. * 43. Matth- 
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from ſin; is too ridiculous to deſerve a confutation, To 
render one excommunicable, he muſt be obſtinately ſcan- 
dalous. No where doth Jeſus allow us to rejeft the moſt |? 
notorious heretic, till he has contemned @ firſt and'ſe- ' ||: 
cond admoxition (a). To excommunicate the apparent: 
ly penitent, how groſs ſoever their crime, is to miſrepre- | | 
ſent the goſpel; overthrow the deſign of the ſentence; _ ''\ 
and reject theſe, we have reaſon to believe the Lord it 
Chriſt has received. A prudential ſuſpenſion from the 
ſacred ſeals, which ſome call the leſſer excommunication, 
even of a penitent offender, for a time, may indeed be 
neceſſary to promote edification. But no warrant from 
God, under pretence of deterring others, or vindicating 
the church, to caſt out ſuch an one unto Satan, appears 
marked in the ſacred volume. Divine ordinances are too 
important, to be made bugbears, Nor can it be a diſho-, | 
nour for a church, to embrace a penitent, who, in the 
judgment of charity, is purged by Chriſt. 
| To render one a proper object of excommunication, 
| his offence muſt be a ſin, condemned by the light of na- 
| ture, or the plain declaration of the Holy Ghoſt : ſuch 
| a fin, as the divine Spirit witneſſeth, men cannot be ſaved. 
in a courſe ef; for the works of the fleſh are manifeſt, 
Never doth the ſcripture inſtance its infliction, but where 
the original ſcandal was glaringly wicked; inceſt, blaſ- 
phemy (6), Oc. In matters of doubtful diſputation, 
Chriſtians are required to bear one with another. In 
theſe, a ſenſible and conſcientious perſon may be incapa- 
ble to diſcern his miſtake : and ſo can never be truly ob- 
ſtinate therein. To apply this tremendous cenſure, where 
the libelled offences are not, cannot be made evident to 
4 be ſinful, to every indifferent beholder, is to fruſtrate the ' 
end of the ſentence, and bring it to contempt. People 
cannot conſcientiouſly withdraw from the perſon, where. 
they cannot ſee his offence to be a real and plain breach 


e 


1 
y of the divine law. It tends to blaſt the ſucceſs of ecele= _ 
ſiaſtic diſcipline ; tempting theſe who deſerve, to ridicule” 


it. In the Saviour's name, it proſtitutes his ordinance” | 
7x into a curſed engine of partiality, cruelty, pride, hatred, | 
T and ſpiritual murder of brethren; perhaps dear to Chriſt. ö 


Tit. in. 1. 0) 1 Cor. v. 1 Tim. i. 20. . 
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fact mult be proven, by the judicial confeſhon of the par- 
ty, or the teſtimony of two or three witneſſes, proper 
for the purpoſe (a), Repeated admonition, attended 
with patient expectation of ſucceſs, muſt be duly pre- 
miſed (5). To neglect, and eſpecially to refuſe converſe 


ledged offence, argues a murderous. unconcern, and a 
malicious fear, leſt the ſentence ſhould be prevented by 
repentance. With evident kindneſs. and compaſhon to 

the offender, muſt the. admonitions be given, and the 
caſe of obſtinacy judged in. Without this, his ſpirit is 


and character, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
This ſentence is to be adminiſtrate, with ſolemn and 
- earneſt prayer: without this, it is but a raſh, a profane 
curſe (c). With tender compaſſion to the offender, and 
deep ſorrow and lamentation over his crime; under a ſo- 
lemn impreſſion of the future judgment, which it repre- 


count; it muſt be diſpenſed, With affectionate concern, 
and earneſt prayer for his recovery; and dealing with 
his conſcience as occaſion offers; but, declining all com- 


mits'; muſt it be followed (4). Without theſe, be his 


amount, to an hate ful deſtruction of our brother, in the 
Saviour's name. 
Should this dreadful cenſure be juſtly incurred; no car- 


or diſpenſers, ſhould ſtop it. Let the ordinance of God 
be betrayed for no carnal advantage. But, from the in- 
ſpired apoſtle's giving no advice to the Galatian and Co- 
. rinthian churches, to ex communicate the heretics and 
falſe apoſtles, while in great vogue, and followed by 
many ; - whom, notwithſtanding, he wiſhed cuT orr, and 
was. in readineſs to REVENGE, when the obedience of 
theſe churches ſhould. be fulfilled; it appears manifeſt, 


4 


(4) 1 Cor. v. 2. 2 Cor. xil. 2. e Xvi. 18. 1 Cox. v. 11. 


Not only muſt the offence be notoriouſly. ſinful; but *R 


with the ſuppoſed offender, upon the ſubje& of his al- 


provoked, and the whole amounts to a murdering his ſoul 


ſents, and to which the adminiſtrators muſt quickly ac- 


mon converſe with him, as far as natural relation per- 


crimes as they will, our infliction of the cenſure, can but 


ral motive, no conſideration of trouble, to the object, 
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Let. 1g. Of church fallmyhip, and ſeparation. 10 


| i (a). in me church. it is not for ediſication to inne 5 
it 


LETTER XIX. 


„o maintain the ce, | and rity of the church, 


| is to be earneſtly intended, by every member 
thereof. To purchaſe peace, unity, and mutual affec- 


tion among his people, the divine Saviour laid down his 
life (5); he pleads it in his unceafing interceſſion (c); he 


promiſes it in his word (4); the purchaſed peace, he be- 
queathed to his church (e). Nothing is more warmly 
recommended in his oracles, than to exert ourſelves, 


Jeruſalem (F). Nothing is repreſented as more plainly 


hurtful to men, er diſhonouring to God, that contention 


and diviſion in the church (g). It ſprings from -igno- 
ranee, ſelfiſhneſs, pride, paſkon, jealouſy, 


important. duties, ſtiff peremptorineſs and the like (h). 


It marks the anger of the Lord (i). It eats out the life 

of religion; produces reviling, confuſion, and every e- 

| vil work. It muders, it tears aſunder, the myſtical body 
of an adored Redeemer, and hinders others to join hers . 


how ſhocking the crime ! 


That there may be union and communion, with mini- 
ſters and Chriſtians, who, in many things not fundamen- 
tal, differ from us; and who are chargeable with many 
impei fections, infirmities, and faults, perſonal; With a 
church where fundry ſcandals are not confeſſed; "and; 
Where not a few corruptions in doctrine, worſſſip, diſei- 


pline, and government, are entertained, but not impoſed 


— * 


for approbation, the man acquaint with the -oracles of 


God, maſt readily grant. Many and grievous, were the 


0. Gal. ». 12. 2 Cor. x. 6. $ John 10. 10 Eph. ii. 15. 16. 
Col. i. 20 0 John xiv. 27. 


Wo 


praying for, and-every other way promoting the peace of 


neglect of 


(4) John 71 11. 21. 23. 
(e) Jer. xxxii. 39. Ezek. xi. 19. and xxxvii. 17. (/) Rom. xii- 


9. 10. 16. 18. Heb. xili. 1. ard xii. 14. Rom. xv. 5 6. Eph. iv. 2. 
3. 32. Pſal. cxxii. $ and CXXX11. Zech. viii. 19 (4) Jam. iii. 


15. 16. 1 Cor. iii. 1. Mark iii. 24 (75 Rom. Xv. . 2. Prov. 
bb 10. and xv. 6. and Xe 12» (0 Lem. . 16. 
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102 On the government of the Chriſtian church. 
W | corruptions at Corinth; Galatia; Pergamos: Thyalira ; 
= | Sardis; and Laodicea. For theſe, God ſharply rebukes 
them, in their reſpective epiſtles : but, becauſe not obſti- 
| _ -nate in their evil way; no where are the godly among 
| them, adviſed to withdrawment ; but to hold faſt the 
truth they received; and to endeavour the purging out 
of corruptions (a). A variety of evils not purged out; 
aàã a variety of inadvertant ſtumblings in a church pointing 
towards reformatjon, though never to be approved. war⸗ 
rant no ſeparation. Nor will ſimple apoſtacy from re- 
formation once attained, warrant it. We muſt plead 
with our mother, plead; till it plainly appear, nothing 
is gained by our pleading, but rather made worſe (5). 
= © Suppoſe the greater part of a church appear determi- 
N ned and obſtinate in their apoſtacy to corruptions, noto- 
rious, and ruining to the very eſſentials of Chriſtianity; 
the ſcripture warrants our ſeparation. . To contend 
earneſtly for the faith ence delivered. to the ſaints; to 
turn away, to withdraw from brethren that walk diſ- 
orderly : to come out of a corrupt church, and be. /e- 
parate, leſt we be partalers in her. plagues : to mark 
them, who, by their ſcandalous conduct, cauſe. diviſions 
and offences, contrary te the dotirine we have received: 
to cea/e hearing the inſtruction, that cauſeth to err from 
bie words of knowledge: to beware of falſe guides; to 
beware of the legal leaven of the Phariſees, and of 
"ihe leaven of Herod : to beware of receiving an heretic 
into ohr houſe, or bidding him God fpeed: to beware 
of being unequally yoked 5 or of having communion with 
, darkneſs, or the unfruitful works thereof; is expreſs]y 
required in the ſacred page (c). To flee from hire-- 
ling paſtors, who run unſent of Chriſt; enter not by the 
Coor preſcribed in his word; and care not for the flock, 
but their own carnal advantage, is divinely marked as the 
character of Jeſus' ſheep (c ) 
Abſurdly, my friend, you tell me of Jeſus and his a- 
poſtles, prophets, and ſaints, their maintaining fellow- 
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(a) 1 cor. i. 11. and v. f. 2. and vi 53. and viii, and xi. and 
xiv. and xv. &c. Gal. iii. and ic. Rev. ii. and iii. 0) Hol. 
ii. 2. (c) Jude» 2, Tim. iii 1.5. 2 Theſl. iii. 6. Rev. 

Xviii. 4. Rom: xvi. 17. Prov. %ix. 27. Mark vill. 15. 2 John 
9. 11. 2 Cor. vi. 14 () John x. 1-1 
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tes On the government of the Chriſtian chu, 
>. c6rruptions at Corinth * Calalia; | Pergamos ;- Ss: 2 


od Laodicen. For theſe, God ſharply rebukes 
them, in their reſpective epiſtles: but, De not obſti- 


nate in their evil way; no where are the godly among 


tem, adviſed to wichdrawment; but to hold faſt the 
| truth they received; and to endeavour the purging out 
of corruptions'(a). A variety of evils not purged out; 


a Variety of inadvertant ſtumblings in a church pointing 


towards reformatjon, though never to be approved. war- 


rant no ſeparation. Nor will ſimple apoſtacy from re- 
formation once attained; warrant it. We muſt pied 
with our mother, plead ; till it plainly appear, nothing 
is gained by our pleading, but rather made worſe (5). 


B Suppoſe the greater part of a church appear: determi- 
- ned and obſtinate in their apoſtacy to corruptions, noto- 


rious, and ruining to che very eſſentials of Chriſtianity; 
the ſcripture warrants our ſeparation. To contend 


earneſtly for the faith once delivered to the ſaints; to 


turn away, to withdraw rom brethren that walk diſ- 2 
orderly : to come out of a corrupt church, and be. ſe- 


parate, leſt we be partakers in her plagues : to mark- 
een who, by their ſcandalous conduct, cauſe. diviſions 


© Abſurdly, my friend, you dell we. of Jeſus nod his 3 


and offences, rontrary te the doſtrine aue have received: 


to ceaſe hearing the en that cauſeth to err from 


- the *rords of #nowledge: to beware of falſe guides; to 
beware of the lega ha of the Plain fuve, and of 
*1he Teaveri of Herod : to bewaze- of receiving an heretic 
Into-odt houſe, or bidding him God ſpeed: to beware 
of being #nequilly yoked # or of having communion with 
, darkneſs, or the unfruitful works thereof; is; expreſsly 
required in the ſacred. Page (e). To flee from bire-- 
og paſtors, who run unſeat of Chriſt; enter not by the 
door preſcribedin his word; and care not: for the flock, 
but their own carnal advantage, is N ene the 


character of Jeſus ſheep (4c) 


9757 piephetd, and — 2 deer plkintalaing- fellow- 


. 


MON 1 Cor. i 1. 24 VN. 1. 2. bd 4. and vill, PE] and 


b bY whe: . i Gal. iii, and 1. Rev. it. and iii. - ( Vol. 


: 


4 
. 
3 

> 

* i , jo 

4 / 4 

of 9 * 8 2 4 pe * 

0 ; : * * 
BN "Wa # 


. 2. 156 3 2, Tim. iii. 1.5. 2 Theſſ. ii 1i..$. Rev. 
viii. 4." 5. xvi. 17. Prov. XIX., 27. Mark v. 15. 20 * 
a 8 os '*, 8 John, x ens of 7 NT 


— — ** , 


. 228 * 9 = a * 
; ——_— — * — * 2 — — — 
— _ * oy _ A ord _ . — — PR 
— — — ” 9, — . — —  —— - — — - * — — WT a 8 


%* 


PN * 
* 
= 4. 
0 | 6 | 
— AY 3 f 
yo - * , 
i x % C * 7 * 
8 FR * +» , 
1 ; 9 . : 
| ” 
v 
Lo. S400 
+ 
E .. ; 
: 9 [4 . ” 4 | ; 
4 
” 
. ' N 
. 
* 
— — | 
* 


* 
: 
- 1 **. 
# 
f * 
” be 
— 
« i 


% 
| . 
* 
2 5 . 
— : \ | 
N 7 
12 | 
: F - 
” 
= 
| 4 
. - 
4 
* 
- 
* 
* * 
as 
* 
. 


* 


* * 8 nn a, Her er — AW 
— X07 SE PR Ven = 9 TIE RY wa. a . | — . — 2 
a ; — —— —— ͤ ——8Üʒ——— — ; 
——_— __ * — 4 — = — SK ent — — 2 
- 
* 


F 
. 
F 


o 


"2X 


— 1 RA—_—_ 


Wr 


* * 
. 


- 


+ 
4 
ear er IX 


* 7 


did it. Should 1 pull off: your tiles; - pluck out your © 


windows, or even the pinnings of your wall: ſhould ! 1 1 
cut down the thorn-hedge of your garden; would oon 
tell me, there is no hurt done? tlie foundation, the in 


ward furniture of my houſe is ſafe'; my flowery beds ant. 


* 


fruitful trees are unhurt ? Would vou not rather think 6 5 


your houſe and garden were ruined ?. the furniture of the 
former expoſed to the chilling cold, the rotting rain, the 

robbing thief; the latter expoſed to the trampling beaſt, - 
are the roof of Jeſus temple, the hedge of his garden, 
the church: how well the doctrine and worſhip, theſe 


weightier matters, remain in their glory, when theſe are 


"deſtroyed and perverted, the preſent; (tate of affairs can 


atteſt, How quickly do we ſeem to have a ſet of preach--- 
ers and profeſſors, whoſe ſermons and life ſhall declare, 


they have not ſo much as heard, whether there be a di- 
vine law, ſpiritual and exceeding broad; whethep there 
be a Chriſt, a Saviour exalted, to give repentance and 
remiſſion of fins; whether there be a Holy Ghoſt to - 
quicken and ſanctify our ſoul? © 


* Logs 


Negle& not, Sir, mercy, judgment, : and faith 5 but, | 


as Jeſus commands, leave not the tithing of mint, aniſe, . 


„.. 


and-cammin undone. - If you truly ſtudy theſe wweightier 


matters of the law, will not your judgment diſcern this. = 
ſuperior value of Jeſus ordinances; to all theamventions _ 


of men? diſcern the affronts done him, your 


King? Will not your mercy pain your ſoul, for i 


juries done your blefſed Redeemer and God, and the laws + 
of his houſe? Will not your faith embrace for divine,”? 
every one of his words; and work by love, oppsſingg - 
very ching contrary? If 2 know not, hew. concerns . 
bauttheſe, rends to your ſpiritual edification ; blame yer 


ignerance, not the ſtatutes of Heaven. The ancient pre- 


iner in thereof, and all the forms thereof, and all the 
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Ft was charged to ſhew 1/nael the bouſe, that they 1485 
might be aſhamed of their" iniguities, and meaſure the N FAT 
pattern ; to ſhew them the form of the hauſe, and ile 
faſhion thereef, and the goings out thereof, and the o. 
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the miſchievous paſſenger? Diſcipline and government 
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ſcribed things trifling- and uſeleſs? an enemy certain 
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